                                                                                        STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 17th day of July, 2003.

The Staff of the Missouri Public Service
)

Commission,





)








)






Complainant,
)








)
Case No. GC-2003-0076

v.




)








)

Missouri Gas Energy,


)







)






Respondent.
)

ORDER RELIEVING MISSOURI GAS ENERGY OF THE REQUIREMENT TO FILE A 180-DAY REPORT AND CLOSING CASE 

Syllabus:  This order relieves Missouri Gas Energy of the requirement to file a 180-day report and closes the case.

In Commission Case No. GS-2002-345, Staff filed a Gas Incident Report.  Staff wanted to investigate an explosion and flash fire at one of MGE’s natural gas pipeline vaults.  

Because of what Staff learned in Commission Case No. GS-2002-345, Staff filed this complaint on August 28, 2002.  Staff claimed that MGE violated Commission rules regarding gas safety and worker training.  After the Commission granted MGE an extension of time to answer, the parties filed a Settlement Agreement and Satisfaction of Complaint on October 28.  Staff also filed Suggestions in Support on November 1.  The Commission approved the agreement on December 19.

The agreement required MGE to file two progress reports within 60 and 180 days, respectively, of the Commission’s order.  MGE filed its 60-day report on February 19, 2003.  On June 20, Staff filed its Suggestions Regarding 180-Day Report.

Staff reports that MGE has retrained all its personnel on how to properly enter vaults.  Staff states that MGE’s 60-day report indicated that MGE has repaired the three small leaks as directed in the Commission’s guidelines.  MGE will continue to monitor its vaults with the new tight-sealed doors and no external vents at six-month intervals.  MGE now requires its sub-contractors to have training on entering vaults that meets MGE’s new standards.  Because Staff believes MGE’s 60-day report shows that MGE has satisfactorily addressed the outstanding issues in the Settlement Agreement, Staff asks the Commission to relieve MGE of the requirement to file the 180-day report.  

The Office of the Public Counsel, although a party to this case, has not participated or filed any pleadings.

 The Commission has reviewed Staff’s request and finds it reasonable.  The Commission will relieve MGE of the requirement to file a 180-day report and will close the case.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That Missouri Gas Energy is relieved of the requirement to file a 180-day report.

2. That this order shall become effective on July 27, 2003.

3. That this case may be closed on July 28, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )

Murray, Forbis and Clayton, CC., concur

Simmons, Ch., and Gaw, C., dissent

Pridgin, Regulatory Law Judge
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