BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Laclede Gas Company
)

for an Accounting Authority Order Authorizing the Company
)
to Defer for Future Recovery Consideration Its Just and

)

Reasonable Costs of Providing Public Utility Service that
)
Case No. GA-2002-429
Would Otherwise be Unrecovered Due Solely to the Extra-
)

ordinary Impact of Record Warm Weather on the Company’s
)

Revenues.








)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On March 8, 2002, Laclede Gas Company filed an application for an accounting authority order (AAO).  The Commission issued an order adopting a procedural schedule on May 3, 2002.  On August 16, 2002, Laclede filed a motion to suspend the procedural schedule, indicating that the parties participating in Laclede's pending rate case, Case No. GR‑2002‑356, had reached an agreement in principle on the revenue require​ment issue that would also resolve the issues in this case.  The Commission granted the motion to suspend the procedural schedule by order issued August 16, 2002.

On September 20, 2002, the Commission issued an Order Directing Filing, instructing the Staff to file a pleading clarifying the current status of the case.  Staff filed its response on September 25, 2002.  Staff indicates that it is its understanding that Laclede intends to withdraw this case in accordance with the partial stipulation and agreement filed in Case No. GR‑2002‑356.  Paragraph 16 of that stipulation provides that Laclede will withdraw this AAO case upon approval of the stipulation that is currently pending before the Commission in Case No. GR‑2002‑356.  Staff states that it fully expects that Laclede will withdraw the case as represented immediately following Commission approval of the stipulation.  The Commission notes that the stipulation and agreement in Case No. GR‑2002‑356 was approved by order issued October 3, 2002.  The Commission will direct Laclede to file a status report clarifying whether Laclede intends to withdraw its application for an AAO.  If Laclede anticipates withdrawing the application for an AAO, the Company should specify when such action will be taken.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That no later than November 12, 2002, Laclede Gas Company shall file a status report as directed above.

2. That this order shall become effective on November 12, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 5th day of November, 2002.
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