BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila
)

Networks – L&P and Aquila Networks – MPS,
)
Case No. ER-2004-0034

to Implement a General Rate Increase in
)

Electricity.
)

ORDER GRANTING EXTENSION OF TIME

On August 28, 2003, the Staff of the Commission filed its Motion for an Extension of Time to File Proposed Procedural Schedule and to Defer Establishing the Updated Test Year.  Staff notes that the parties appeared for an early prehearing conference on August 25, 2003, and began discussions regarding an appropriate procedural schedule.  In addition to discussing a proposed procedural schedule for the case, the parties began discussing the commonality of certain issues and parties between Case Nos. ER-2004-0034, HR-2004-0024, and GR-2004-0072.  Staff states that these discussions are ongoing.  Staff requests that the Commission extend the date for filing a proposed procedural schedule in this case from September 2, 2003, to September 5, 2003, to give the parties an opportunity to further explore the optimal procedural schedules for these cases. 

Staff further notes that because the appropriateness of filing dates in the procedural schedule is dependent upon the date through which the test year is updated, the issue of the appropriate update period will be addressed in the proposed procedural schedule, if the parties reach agreement.  Staff therefore requests that the Commission hold in abeyance establishing the updated test year until after Staff files a proposed procedural schedule in this case.

The Commission has reviewed the request for an extension of time and finds that it is reasonable and should be granted.  And as requested by Staff, the Commission will wait to make a decision regarding the test year until after September 5, 2003.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That Staff’s Motion for Extension of Time to File Proposed Procedural Schedule and to Defer Establishing the Updated Test Year is granted.  The deadline for filing the proposed procedural schedule is extended to September 5, 2003.

2. That this order shall become effective on September 5, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 29th day of August, 2003.
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