Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Laclede Gas Company for an Accounting Authority Order Authorizing the Company to Defer for Future Recovery Consideration its Revenue Loss that would otherwise be Unrecovered Due to the Impact of Warm Weather on the Company’s Operations. 

	))))))))
	Case No. GA-2002-429

	
	
	


JOINT ISSUES LIST

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), Laclede Gas Company (Laclede), the Office of the Public Counsel (OPC), Paper, Allied-Industrial Chemical, and Energy Workers Local No. 5-6, AFL-CIO (“Local 5-6”), Paper, Allied-Industrial Chemical, and Energy Workers Local No. 5-194, AFL-CIO (“Local 5-194”), the Missouri Energy Group, and the Missouri Industrial Energy Consumers (MIEC), and pursuant to the Commission’s Order Adopting Procedural Schedule in this case present the following list of issues:

1.
Should the Commission grant Laclede’s request for an Accounting Authority Order (AAO) to permit Laclede to defer recognition of the financial impact resulting from the warmer than normal weather in the winter of 2001-2002?

A. Is the Company’s request consistent or inconsistent with the traditional standards employed by the Commission for determining whether an AAO is appropriate?

1. Was the warm winter an extraordinary unusual, unique, and non-recurring event?

2. Did the warm winter have a material or substantial effect on Laclede’s earnings?

3. Are there other considerations that argue in favor of or against granting the AAO request?

B.  
Other issues to be considered.

1. Would the Commission’s grant of Laclede’s request for an AAO constitute retroactive ratemaking or single-issue ratemaking, and if so, would it be unlawful for that reason?

2. For purposes of ruling on the AAO, does it matter that the financial impact to Laclede was caused by a decrease in revenues as opposed to an increase in costs?



 

2.
If the Commission grants Laclede an AAO:

A. How should the deferral be calculated?


B. What amount should Laclede book as a deferral?

C.
What conditions, if any, should be reflected in the Commission’s order?

D.
Should Laclede be allowed to recover any authorized deferral, or any portion thereof, in Laclede’s current rate case or should recovery be deferred to Laclede's next general rate case?
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