
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF MISSOURI
	In the Matter of the Request of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks-L&P and Aquila Networks-MPS, to Implement a General Rate Increase in Electric Rates.

	)))
	Case No. ER-2004-0034


FURTHER UPDATED PROPOSED CALENDAR
OF ISSUES AND ORDER OF WITNESSES


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and respectfully states as follows:

1.  On February 6, 2004 the Staff filed a proposed calendar of issues and order of witnesses for this case.  At the time of that filing the parties had not yet filed surrebuttal testimony.  Although the parties anticipate filing by Friday, February 20, 2004 surrebuttal testimony on the issue of an interim energy charge mechanism due to the volatility of natural gas costs, all other testimony has been filed in the case; therefore, the Staff, with the assistance of the parties, updated the calendar of issues and order of witnesses in a filing made February 19, 2004.

2.
Subsequent to its February 19, 2004 filing the Staff has determined that Staff witness William L. McDuffey should be listed under the Customer Charges issues scheduled to be heard Thursday, February 26, 2004; Staff witness Michael S. Proctor should be added to the list of witnesses scheduled to testify on the Aries Purchase Power Agreement on Friday, February 27, 2004; and Staff witness Kwang Y. Choe should be added to the list of witnesses scheduled to testify on fuel issues on Friday, March 5, 2004.  Further, primarily due to health reasons, the Staff, after making inquiry of the parties, has rescheduled its witness Phillip K. Williams from Monday, February 23, 2004 to Friday, February 27, 2004 to testify on the issue of the comparison of the rates of Missouri regulated electric utilities, if needed.

3.
Aquila has requested the addition of Bev Agut to its listed witnesses on the issue of Corporate Restructuring scheduled to be heard Thursday, February 26, 2004.  Public Counsel has advised the Staff that Public Counsel’s witness James Dittmer has a conflict Wednesday, March 3, 2004 and requests that, instead, he testify on the issue of Merger Savings on Monday, March 1, 2004.  Since no party has expressed an objection in response to Staff inquiry, the Staff has rescheduled the appearance of witness James Dittmer on the issue of Merger Savings as requested by Public Counsel.

4.
Additionally, the Staff has two witnesses that have prefiled testimony on weather normalization that is an uncontested issue in this case; therefore, Richard J. Campbell and Dennis L. Patterson have been added as witnesses available to testify on Friday, March 5, 2004, if needed.

5.
Although the Staff anticipates there may yet be further adjustments and refinements as the hearing progresses, the Staff has incorporated the above changes into the calendar of issues and order of witnesses that follows:

CALENDAR OF ISSUES; ORDER OF WITNESSES

In the event too much time has been allotted for an issue, the Staff anticipates that subsequent issues would be taken up earlier than scheduled, with the exception of the issues of rate of return and depreciation which, to accommodate certain witnesses, are scheduled during the last week of the scheduled hearings.  In particular as to these issues, but also as to other issues, the parties may request slight changes as to the times at which issues are taken up in order to accommodate the availability of witnesses.

Monday, February 23, 2004 8:30 a.m.





Entries of Appearance and Marking of Exhibits
Opening Statements


Aquila


Staff


The Office of the Public Counsel


Sedalia Industrial Energy Users’ Association (“SIEU”) and AG Processing Inc.

The United States Department of Defense and other Federal Executive Agencies (“FEA”)

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources

The City of Kansas City, Missouri
Order of Issues and Witnesses

· Policy (including comparison of Missouri Regulated Electric Company Rates)

Company (Keith Stamm, Glenn Keefe)

Staff (Phillip K. Williams) (moved to Friday, February 27, 2004 (comparison of Missouri Regulated Electric Company Rates))
· Amortization of Accounting Authority Orders



Company (Denny Williams, Lisa Starkebaum)


Staff (Trisha D. Miller)


OPC (Ted Robertson)

· Accounting Record-Keeping

Company (Bev Agut)

OPC (Ted Robertson)

Tuesday, February 24, 2004

· Service Quality & Reliability

Company (Brett Carter)


Staff (Lisa A. Kremer, James L. Ketter)

· Customer Growth Adjustments (rate codes 710, 711 and large customers)

Company (Eric Watkins)


Staff (Amanda McMellen, Hong Hu)

· Interest on Accounts Receivable-CWC





Company (Richard Clayburn, Denny Williams)

Staff (Lesley R. Preston)
Wednesday, February 25, 2004

· Bad Debt Expense (Uncollectibles)

Company (Randall Erickson, Denny Williams)

Staff (Amanda C. McMellen)

· Property Taxes
Company (Denny Williams, Stephanie Murphy)

Staff (Trisha Miller)

· Manufactured Gas Plant Remediation Costs
Company (Denny Williams)

OPC (Ted Robertson)

Thursday, February 26, 2004

· Pension - FAS 87

Company (Davis Rooney)

Staff (Steve Traxler)
· Corporate Restructuring (Labor and Non-Labor)


Company (Jon Empson, Ronald Klote, Bev Agut)

Staff (Charles R. Hyneman)

OPC (James Dittmer)

· 20th West Ninth Street Building

Company (Jon Empson)

OPC (James Dittmer)

· Customer Charges (collection charge, special meter reading charge and late payment charge)

Company (Matt Tracy)

Staff (William L. McDuffey)

OPC (James A. Busch)

Friday, February 27, 2004

· Aries Purchased Power Agreement




Company (Max Sherman, Frank DeBacker, Lisa Starkebaum, Jon Empson)

Staff (Mark L. Oligschlaeger, Cary G. Featherstone, Michael S. Proctor)
· Jurisdictional Allocations - Odessa

Company (Denny Williams, Bev Agut)

Staff (Alan Bax, Phillip K. Williams)

· Comparison of Missouri Regulated Electric Company Rates (moved from Monday, February 23, 2004)

Staff (Phillip K. Williams) 
Monday, March 1, 2004

· Severance

Company (Ronald Klote)

Staff (Charles R. Hyneman)

OPC (James Dittmer)

Merger Savings (Synergies) (OPC witness Dittmer only, as an accommodation) (The other witnesses on this issue are scheduled for March 3, 2004.

· OPC (James Dittmer)

· Payroll

· Incentive Pay

· Union Increase

Company (Ronald Klote, Jon Empson)

Staff (Dana E. Eaves)

· Benefits

· SERP

Company (Philip Beyer)

Staff (Charles R. Hyneman)

Tuesday, March 2, 2004

· Weatherization Programs, Energy Efficiency Programs & Wind Energy Assessment

Company (Matthew Daunis)

City of Kansas City (Robert T. Jackson)

Missouri DNR (Anita C. Randolph)

· Rate of Return/Capital Structure

Company (Don Murry, Susan Abbott, John Reed)

Staff (David Murray)

Wednesday, March 3, 2004

· Rate of Return/Capital Structure

· Merger Savings (Synergies)

Company (Vern Siemek)

Staff (Janis E. Fischer, Steve Traxler, Mark L. Oligschlaeger, Cary G. Featherstone)

OPC (Ryan Kind, Ted Robertson, James Dittmer (testified March 1, 2004))

SIEU/AGP/FEA (Robert R. Stephens)
Thursday, March 4, 2004

· Depreciation/Cost of Removal

Company (Davis Rooney, Ron White)

(Staff Cary G. Featherstone, Rosella L. Schad)
· SL Tax Depreciation

Company (Davis Rooney)

Staff (Steve Traxler)
Friday, March 5, 2004

· Fuel

· Natural Gas price used in determining rates

· Gas Cap

· Purchased Power Energy

Company (Lisa Starkebaum, Jerry Boehm, John Browning, Joseph O’Donnell, 

James Okenfuss, Jon Empson, Tim Nelson)

Staff (Leon C. Bender, David W. Elliott, Graham A. Vesely, V. William Harris, Kwang Y. Choe)

OPC (James A. Busch)

SIEU/AGP/FEA (Robert R. Stephens, Maurice Brubaker)
· Interim Energy Charge (What price of fuel and purchased power for native load should be included in permanent rates?  Should the Commission adopt an interim rate mechanism for fuel and purchased power as a means of addressing the price volatility of those items?  If so, what interim rate mechanism should the Commission adopt?)

Staff (Cary G. Featherstone, Graham Vesely, Janice Pyatte, David Elliott, James Watkins)


OPC (James A. Busch)


SIEU/AGP/FEA (Maurice Brubaker)

· Steam Subsidy (Revenue Transfer)


Company (Stephanie Murphy)

Staff (Janice Pyatte)

SIEU/AGP/FEA (Maurice Brubaker)

· Uncontested Issues, if needed.

Staff (Richard J. Campbell, Dennis L. Patterson) (Normal Weather, Days Adjustment to kWh Sales, and Weather Normalization of kWh Sales)

Order of Cross-Examination:


For Aquila witnesses, cross will be by City of Kansas City, Missouri; Missouri Department of Natural Resources; SIEU; AG Processing Inc.; FEA; Public Counsel; then Staff.


For Staff witnesses, cross will be by City of Kansas City, Missouri; Missouri Department of Natural Resources; SIEU; AG Processing; FEA; Public Counsel; then Aquila.


For Public Counsel witnesses, cross will be by Missouri Department of Natural Resources; City of Kansas City, Missouri; SIEU; AG Processing; FEA; Staff; then Aquila.


For SIEU, AG Processing and FEA witnesses, cross will be by Missouri Department of Natural Resources; City of Kansas City, Missouri; Public Counsel; Staff; then Aquila.


For Missouri Department of Natural Resources witnesses, cross will be by City of Kansas City, Missouri; Public Counsel; FEA; SIEU; AG Processing; Staff; then Aquila.

Respectfully submitted,
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