BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila

)

Networks – L&P and Aquila Networks – MPS,
)

to Implement a General Rate Increase in
)
Case No. ER-2004-0034

Electricity.





)

ORDER REGARDING BRIEFS

Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.140(2) states:

Unless otherwise ordered by the commission or presiding officer, when briefs are to be filed in any case, the parties shall have twenty (20) days after the date on which the complete transcript of the hearing is filed to file their initial briefs . . . [and] ten (10) days after the filing of the initial briefs to file their reply briefs. 

The Commission will have an unusually limited amount of time to issue an order upon the conclusion of this hearing.  The Commission will therefore direct the parties to file initial briefs within 20 days from the conclusion of the hearing, with reply briefs due 10 days thereafter.  Accordingly, the Commission has directed that the transcripts in this matter be expedited and supplied within seven calendar days from the date on which such transcription was taken.

In its Order concerning the procedural schedule issued on October 2, 2003, the Commission stated as follows:

(F)
All pleadings, briefs and amendments shall be filed in accordance with 4 CSR 240-2.080.  The briefs to be submitted by the parties shall follow the same list of issues as filed in the case.  The briefs must set forth and cite the proper portions of the record concerning the remaining unresolved issues that are to be decided by the Commission.  The Presiding Judge will establish a briefing schedule at the close of the hearing.  

(H)
The parties shall prepare and file proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law.  Each proposed finding of fact shall include a citation to a location in the record where may be found competent and substantial evidence such as supports the proposed finding of fact.

The Commission will require the parties to file briefs consistent with the directives set forth in the procedural schedule.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the parties shall file initial briefs in this matter not later than 20 days after the conclusion of this hearing.

2. That reply briefs shall be filed within 10 days after initial briefs are filed.

3. That the parties shall comply with the directives as set forth in the above-cited paragraphs “(F)” and “(H).”

4. That this order shall become effective on March 12, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 12th day of March, 2004.
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