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1                    P R O C E E D I N G S

2              (WHEREUPON, the hearing began at

3 8:31 a.m.)

4              JUDGE JORDAN:  The Commission is

5 calling the action in File No. ER-2016-0156.  This

6 is in the matter of KCP&L Greater Missouri

7 Operations Company's request for authority to

8 implement a general rate increase for electric

9 service.

10              I'm Daniel Jordan.  I'm the

11 Regulatory Law Judge assigned to this action.

12 We'll begin by taking entries of appearance.  For

13 KCP&L Greater Missouri Operations.

14              MR. FISCHER:  Thank you, Judge.  On

15 behalf of the company, let the record reflect the

16 appearance of Robert J. Hack, Roger W. Steiner and

17 James M. Fischer.  Our information has been

18 provided to the court reporter.

19              JUDGE JORDAN:  Thank you.  And for

20 the Commission Staff.

21              MR. WILLIAMS:  Nathan Williams.

22              JUDGE JORDAN:  Thank you.  For the

23 Office of the Public Counsel.

24              MS. MAYFIELD:  Good morning, your

25 Honor.  Cydney Mayfield, and my information has
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1 also been previously provided to our court

2 reporter.

3              JUDGE JORDAN:  Thank you.  And is

4 there anyone else here to put in an entry of

5 appearance?  I see the Division of Energy is

6 present.

7              MR. ANTAL:  Yes.  Thank you, your

8 Honor.  Thank you, Commissioners.  Alex Antal with

9 the Missouri Division of Energy.

10              JUDGE JORDAN:  Thank you.  And I

11 think that's everyone appearing this morning; is

12 that correct?  Not hearing anyone.

13              We have some preliminary matters, and

14 I think that's all we have today.  Parties, as I

15 understand it, are not planning to present evidence

16 or argument today; is that correct?

17              MR. HACK:  That is correct, Judge.

18 Rob Hack with KCP&L Greater Missouri Operations

19 Company.  We circulated a comprehensive settlement

20 document among the parties last evening.  We --

21 there are a couple of what I would call loose ends

22 regarding kind of tying down agreement in principle

23 on a couple of matters.

24              What our plan would be, assuming that

25 it meets with the approval of you and the
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1 Commission, would be to commit as much as we can

2 for the future to make -- to make this stipulation

3 filing by Tuesday of next week.  And there's no

4 hearing scheduled for Wednesday because of FRI, but

5 Thursday and Friday are still, as I understand it,

6 committed to this proceeding hearing-wise.

7              So the parties, if the Commission

8 would be inclined to want to have an on-the-record

9 presentation next week, would offer those days as

10 possible days to do that.  Obviously it's up to

11 what the Commission wants to do schedule-wise and

12 whether they want to have a presentation or not.

13              What I would tell you is that the

14 terms of the agreement contemplated right now do

15 not call for expedited implementation of the

16 tariffs earlier than the current or substantially

17 earlier than the current effective date in late

18 December.

19              But there is a fair bit of

20 implementation work associated with the rate

21 district consolidation, kind of behind-the-scenes

22 work that would -- it would be helpful for the

23 parties to know sooner rather than later, not

24 immediately, that the Commission did find the

25 agreement acceptable.  So that would be helpful.
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1 We're not trying to put pressure on the Commission

2 by any means.  Just trying to be full disclosure

3 here.

4              JUDGE JORDAN:  You're correct that we

5 have all the weekdays next week except Wednesday

6 reserved for this proceeding.  Does anyone want to

7 add anything else as to your progress?

8              MR. WILLIAMS:  Don't have anything to

9 add, but I'll state that Staff concurs in what

10 KCPL -- or what KCP&L Greater Missouri Operations

11 Company has described.

12              JUDGE JORDAN:  Okay.

13              MS. MAYFIELD:  I guess I'll follow

14 along with Nathan just to throw it out there, but

15 OPC concurs with what Greater Missouri Operations

16 has described as well.

17              JUDGE JORDAN:  Any inquiries from the

18 Commissioners?

19              COMMISSIONER STOLL:  Yes.  Thank you,

20 Judge.  I think for the entire Commission I wanted

21 to ask, is any part of the agreement black box

22 settlement?

23              MR. HACK:  Yes, your Honor.

24              COMMISSIONER STOLL:  Okay.  Could you

25 say what part that is?  Would you prefer to wait?
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1              MR. HACK:  Well, it will be clear

2 from the document next Tuesday.  We have attempted

3 to honor the Commission's wishes as expressed in

4 the Empire proceeding, so we did lay out a range of

5 ROE in our document.

6              COMMISSIONER STOLL:  Got you.  Okay.

7              MR. HACK:  But as you may imagine,

8 there's quite a difference of opinions among the

9 parties on a variety of revenue requirement issues,

10 so the lion's share of those are just part of a

11 black box.

12              COMMISSIONER STOLL:  Okay.  We've

13 kind of -- we've talked a little bit about having

14 an on-the-record next week with the judge, and if

15 things worked out right, we were thinking or the

16 two of us were thinking Thursday afternoon because

17 we've got FRI Wednesday, we have agenda Thursday

18 morning.

19              But if we get the information between

20 ourselves and we've prepared for the case already,

21 then looking that over and having our advisors do

22 that, I think we should be ready then.  But the

23 judge will poll the other Commissioners regarding

24 that.

25              MR. HACK:  That would be excellent
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1 because we're -- we're ready, too, and we have

2 people freed up given the other scheduled

3 activities.

4              COMMISSIONER STOLL:  Okay. Thank

5 you.

6              JUDGE JORDAN:  Anything else from the

7 Commission?  I have nothing for you.  Here's what

8 I -- here's what I -- oh, Division of Energy had a

9 comment earlier.

10              MR. ANTAL:  Judge, I was just going

11 to concur with the other parties that we believe

12 this time frame to file the stip and on the record

13 is reasonable to us, too.

14              JUDGE JORDAN:  Very good.  Thank you.

15 Here's what I plan to do, then.  I will put out an

16 order suspending the hearing as to presentation of

17 evidence and argument for the remaining dates, not

18 canceling them, but holding them so that we can

19 have this time, the time reserved for an

20 on-the-record presentation.

21              And for anyone unfamiliar with

22 Commission procedure, on-the-record presentation is

23 basically kind of an enhanced oral argument, an

24 oral presentation with witnesses handy to give

25 testimony as needed.
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1              MR. FISCHER:  Judge, we haven't

2 identified our exhibits.  Should we plan on doing

3 that at the on the record or should we just

4 stipulate that into the record?  Do you have a

5 preference?

6              JUDGE JORDAN:  Stipulating the entry

7 of exhibits into the record, that can be done in

8 writing, and that would be perfectly fine.  I have

9 seen that done in stipulations and agreements in

10 the past where items are specified, listed, and

11 then all parties agree that they shall be entered

12 into the record and then the Commission can make

13 its decision based on that evidence, and that seems

14 to work smoothly.

15              Anything else I can do for you before

16 we go off the record?

17              MR. HACK:  We would simply say thank

18 you for providing us the time to get the case

19 settled.  We know that there's been a lot of

20 uncertainty, and we regret causing any unnecessary

21 preparation, but we appreciate the time to get the

22 case settled.

23              COMMISSIONER STOLL:  I might comment,

24 thank you for that.  That is why we're here.  We

25 are always ready to go when we need to be, and we
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1 appreciate the hard work, obviously the hard work

2 that all the parties put into it to get to this

3 settlement.  So thank you, too.

4              JUDGE JORDAN:  Anything else before

5 we go off the record then?  Not hearing anything,

6 we'll adjourn this hearing and we will go off the

7 record.

8              (WHEREUPON, the hearing concluded at

9 8:39 a.m.)

10
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