BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF MISSOURI
	In the Matter of the Request of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks-L&P and Aquila Networks-MPS, to Implement a General Rate Increase in Electric Rates.

	)))
	Case No. ER-2004-0034


Motion For Extension Of Time To File Surrebuttal/Cross-Surrebuttal Testimony Regarding Interim Energy Charge  


COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) and respectfully states as follows:

1.  
Pursuant to the procedural schedule adopted by the Commission in this case, the parties are to file Surrebuttal and Cross-Surrebuttal Testimony on this Friday, February 13, 2004.

2.  
The parties have recently been engaged in serious discussions regarding the prospects for settlement of the issues pertaining to an interim energy charge (“IEC”) involving fuel and purchased power.  It now appears that there is a strong chance that a settlement of the IEC issue can be reached.  A February 13 filing of surrebuttal testimony, as required under the current procedural schedule, has now become problematic because the negotiations themselves are contributing to the evolution of positions of some of the parties regarding this area.  At the same time, the requirement to file testimony by February 13 makes it virtually impossible to continue those negotiations, especially given the fact that Thursday of this week (February 12) is a state holiday.  

3.
Under the circumstances, the Staff has concluded that a modest extension, to February 20, 2004, of the deadline for filing surrebuttal/cross-surrebuttal testimony relating to the IEC issue is appropriate.  The Staff believes that the delay in filing would not burden the Commission or any party.  The IEC is part of the fuel issues, which are currently scheduled to be tried on the last day of the evidentiary hearing (March 5, 2004).  

4.
All of the other parties to this proceeding have been contacted, and no party objects to this Motion.

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission issue an Order extending to February 20, 2004, the deadline for filing surrebuttal and cross-surrebuttal testimony related to IEC issue.
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