Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Laclede Gas Company for an Accounting Authority Order Authorizing the Company to Defer for Future Recovery Consideration Its Just and Reasonable Costs of Providing Public Utility Service that Would Otherwise be Unrecovered Due Solely to the Extraordinary Impact of Record Warm Weather on the Company’s Revenues.
	))))))))))
	Case No. GA-2002-429

	
	
	


Staff Response to the Commission’s Order Directing Filing


COMES NOW the Staff of the Commission in Response to the Commission’s September 20, 2002 Order Directing Filing that required Staff to file a status report in this case, and states that Staff has consulted with counsel for Laclede Gas Company (Company) and the Company intends to withdraw this case in accord with the Partial Stipulation and Agreement (Stipulation) filed in Case No. GR-2002-356.  In paragraph 16 of the Stipulation, the Parties indicated that Laclede would withdraw this AAO case upon approval of the Stipulation that is currently pending before the Commission in the Company’s rate case.


Staff fully expects that, immediately following Commission approval of the Stipulation, Laclede will file to withdraw this case as represented.  If the Commission does not approve the Stipulation, the procedural schedule in this case would need to be resumed.


WHEREFORE, Staff requests that the Commission continue suspension of the procedural schedule in this case pending Commission action concerning the Stipulation filed in the Company’s rate case.
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