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On October 31, 2002, Green Hills Area Cellular Telephone, Inc. d/b/a Green Hills Telecommunications Services (GHTS), a competitive local exchange carrier, filed an Application for Designation as Eligible Carrier Pursuant to § 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Application).  On November 14, 2002, an Order Directing Notice was issued directing any party wishing to intervene to file an application no later than December 4, 2002.  On December 14, 2002, the Office of Public Counsel filed a Motion for Evidentiary Hearing and on November 20, 2002, Staff filed a Motion for Extension of Time to Respond to Public Counsel’s Motion for Evidentiary Hearing to allow time for the intervention period to expire.  On December 3, 2002, The Missouri Independent Telephone Group (MITG) filed an application to intervene.  

GHTS was certificated to provide basic local telecommunications service in the State of Missouri in Case No. TA-98-380.  GHTS provides basic local service through the use of its own facilities in the Missouri Sprint exchange of Norborne.  GHTS states that it offers all of the services supported by federal universal service support.  More specifically, GHTS offers:

· Voice grade access to the public switched network;

· Local usage;

· Dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent;

· Single-party service or its functional equivalent;

· Access to emergency services;

· Access to operator services;

· Access to interexchange service;

· Access to directory assistances; and, 

· Toll limitation for qualifying low-income consumers. FILLIN "TYPE PSC MO NO AND SHEET NUMBERS" \* MERGEFORMAT 


GHTS states that it advertises the availability of and charges for these services using media of general distribution within its service area and has attached an Affidavit of Publication showing 

proof of advertising.  GHTS also states that Lifeline services are available to qualifying low-income consumers in its service area.

MITG, in its application to intervene, asks if Green Hills’ request is in its capacity as a wireless carrier or as a competitive local exchange carrier (CLEC), whether Green Hills’ request is limited to the Norborne exchange, and whether granting Green Hills’ request, to the extent it is in the area served by the MITG companies, is in the public interest.  In response to these questions, Staff notes that GHTS is making the request for eligible carrier status in its capacity as a competitive local exchange telecommunications service provider.  However, this Commission has previously found that, “The Act clearly requires that a carrier both offer and advertise the services in question throughout its designated service area upon designation.” 
  Therefore, Staff suggests that the eligible carrier status can only apply to the GHTS exchange of Norborne.  Since Norborne is a Sprint exchange, and not an MITG exchange, MITG’s concerns relating to areas served by the MITG companies is moot. 

The Telecommunications Department Staff (Staff) has reviewed the Application and recommends the Commission approve Green Hills Area Cellular Telephone, Inc d/b/a Green Hills Telecommunications Services’ Application for Designation as Eligible Carrier Pursuant to § 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for the Norborne Missouri exchange only.  Staff is unaware of any other filing that affects or would be affected by this filing.    

Annual report            Assessment Information    
    
 FORMCHECKBOX 
The Company is current in filing an annual report and paying the PSC assessment. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The Company is delinquent.  Staff recommends the Commission grant the requested relief/action on the condition the applicant corrects the delinquency.  The applicant should be instructed to make the appropriate filing in this case after it has corrected the delinquency.  

( FORMCHECKBOX 
 No annual report   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unpaid PSC assessment.  Amount owed:      )
� In the Matter of the Application of ExOp of Missouri, Inc., for Designation as a Telecommunications Company Carrier Eligible for Federal Universal Service Support Pursuant to Section 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, TA-2001-251, Order Granting Designation as an Eligible Carrier Pursuant to Section 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, May 15, 2001.
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