BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of the tariff filing of



)
Case No. GT-2003-0039
AQUILA, INC. d/b/a AQUILA NETWORKS-MPS.
)
Tariff No. 200300095
ORDER GRANTING INTERVENTION

On August 2, 2002, Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks‑MPS filed its proposed gas aggregation tariff for approval by the Missouri Public Service Commission under Section 393.190.1 et seq., RSMo 2000, as currently supplemented.  On August 13, 2002, the Commission issued an order directing notice, indicating that any party wishing to intervene in this matter should file an application by August 20, 2002.  Also by that order, the parties were given until either five days after the application was filed or August 23, 2002, whichever was earlier, to respond.

A timely application to intervene was filed by the Missouri School Boards’ Association on August 14, 2002.  The Association states that it is a Missouri not‑for‑profit corporation, composed of 393 school districts with 1,995 school locations.  The school districts are listed in Exhibit A attached to this order.  According to the Association, it promotes cost‑saving programs for public schools, allowing more money for students and education.  On behalf of its members, the Association indicates that it would buy natural gas and pipeline transportation under the tariffs filed by Aquila Networks‑MPS.  The Association stated that it and its members have a direct interest in the proceeding which is not similar to the public generally and which cannot be adequately represented by any other party.  Further, the Association alleges that since it represents 393 school districts, its intervention is in the interest of judicial economy and would also serve the public interest.

No party responded to the Association’s pleading and the time for doing so has elapsed.

The Commission finds that the application to intervene complies with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.075(4).  The Association has an interest in this matter that is different from that of the general public and granting the proposed intervention would serve the public interest.

The application for intervention filed by the Association will be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the application to intervene filed by the Missouri School Boards’ Association is granted.

2. That this order shall become effective on August 26, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 22nd day of August, 2002.
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