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JUDGE CLARK: Can everybody hear ny okay?
Now, good evening. You just had the question and
answer part of the |ocal public hearing and hopefully
sone of you were able to get your questions answered.
Now it's part of the formal part of the hearing where
the public gets to offer comments to the Conm ssi on.

Now, first |I'd ask that everybody nute
t hensel ves unl ess they're speaking. That will cut
down on the noise level and prevent any kind of audio
f eedback.

Now, today's date is Novenmber 17th, 2021
and the current tine is 6:25 p.m and the M ssouri
Public Service Conmm ssion has set aside this tinme
today for a local public hearing in Case Nunber
ER- 2021- 0312, which is a general rate case captioned
as: In the Matter of the Request of The Enpire
District Electric Conpany, doing business as Liberty,
for Authority to File Tariffs Increasing Rates for
El ectric Service Provided to its Custoners inits
M ssouri Service Area.

Now, the Conm ssion has schedul ed this
| ocal public hearing to give the nmenbers of the public
an opportunity to coment about Liberty's application
to adjust its rates. M ssouri Public Service

Conmm ssion regul ates the rates charged by
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I nvestor-owned public utilities in Mssouri to ensure
that those rates are just and reasonable. The
Conmm ssion al so regul ates the quality of service and
safety of operations of public utilities.

Now, the Comm ssion is nade up of five
Conmm ssioners. The Conm ssioners are appointed by the
Governor to a fixed termand confirned by the Senate.
The Conm ssioners are Chairnman Ryan Silvey and
Conmm ssi oner Scott Rupp, Mida Col eman, Jason Hol snman
and G en Kol kneyer.

The Comm ssion enploys a staff of
engi neers, accountants, attorneys, financial analysts
and other specialists in the field of utility
regul ati on.

My name is John Cark. |'mthe
Regul atory Law Judge that will preside over this
hearing this evening. Wth ne today are Chai rnan Ryan
Si |l vey and Comm ssioners Maida Coleman. And is G en
Kol knmeyer there? GCkay. Comm ssioner Kol kneyer is not
on right now He may join us. | don't know that for
certain.

Now this is an official hearing of
M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion and statenents and
testinony of the public witnesses will be recorded by

a court reporter and nust be given under oath or

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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affirmation. Al of the Comm ssioners wll have an
opportunity to read all the wtnesses' remarks. And
t he Conm ssion does val ue your coments and inputs.

Chairman Silvey, would you like to nmake
any wel com ng renar ks?

CHAI RVAN SI LVEY: Thank you, Judge. |
woul d just like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone for participating tonight. These public
hearings are really the only opportunity we get to
hear directly fromratepayers so it is inportant and
we do appreciate your participation.

Wth that, Judge, I'mgoing to turn off
ny canmera to save bandwidth and I will speak up if |
have any questi ons.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Chairman. And
the Chai rman has an excellent point there. Wile we
don't seemto be experiencing any bandw dth probl ens
at the nonent, I'mgoing to ask that unless you're
testifying before the Comm ssion, that you keep your
canera off. If you are testifying before the
Conmm ssion, you are welconme to turn your canera on.

Now, |I'm going to begin by asking counsel
to enter their appearances for the record starting
with the Enpire District Electric Conpany, doing

busi ness as Liberty.

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PP PP
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o A W N —, O

ER-2021- 0312, Vol . I11

M5. CARTER: Good evening. This is D ana
Carter for the Enpire District Electric Conpany.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Carter.

For the Conmm ssion Staff?

M5. MERS: On behalf of the Conmm ssion
Staff, N cole Mers.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Mers.

Fromthe Ofice of the Public Counsel ?

MR WLLIAMS: Nathan WIIians.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. WIIians.

Now, there are several intervenors in
this case. Are there any counsel for intervenors
present? kay. |'m hearing no one.

Now, what I'mgoing dois I'"mgoing to
call on the people that pre-registered to offer
coments first. After that, I'll allow an opportunity
for anybody el se who would [ike to comment. Now, when
| call your nane, please go ahead and unnute, which if
you' re attendi ng by tel ephone, you do by pressing *6.
"Il place you -- or I'lIl ask you to affirm or swear
to tell the truth and ask you to state and spell your
name for the record.

Al so, after you finish giving your
coments to the Commission, I'mgoing to ask that you

wait just a nonment in case the Conm ssion has any

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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foll owup questions or in case | have any questi ons.

And Conmmi ssioners, if you just -- | wll
just -- I'"'mnot going to specifically ask if any
Comm ssi oners have any questions. |'ll just |eave a

beat after the comments and if any Comm ssioners have
any questions, they can ask those at that tine.

" mgoing to ask, so that everybody has
an opportunity to speak that wants to speak tonight,
that you Iimt your conment to five m nutes.

Now, the Comm ssioners are not going to
be able to answer any of your questions today and
that's because they have to remain inpartial unti
after all the evidence is presented at the evidentiary
hearing. The Conm ssion has not nmade any decisions in
this case and the Comm ssion is interested in your
comments and will use themin conjunction with the
evi dence the parties present to nake their decisions.

I f you have questions after the hearing,
you can use the sane e-mail address you used to
register to speak for this. | wll also give sone
addresses -- well, | wll also give sone contact
information at the end.

Wth that, | will call the nanes on the
list. Now, there are only two nanes that have signed

up to speak tonight so far. And oddly enough, they're

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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i dentical nanmes, one under a business and one as a
person. So is a Richard Hatfield present? Richard
Hatfield with Joplin Auto Sal es? (Going once, going
twice. No takers?

Now, as | said, that's the only nane that
| had signed up to offer cooments to the Comm ssion at
this time. At this tinme is there anybody who woul d
like to offer a cooment to the Conm ssion? Please
feel free to unmute yourself and |l et nme know. Anyone
who would like to offer a corment to the Conmi ssion?

Ckay. | don't see anyone offering any --
anyone who wants to offer any conments so here's what
l"mgoing to do. 1'd like to thank you all for
showi ng up today. As | said, | hope you were able to
get your questions answered during the question and
answer portion of the hearing.

If you have additional comments -- or if
you have conmments that you didn't get to make or
sonmeone you know is -- was unable to be present but
woul d |i ke to make commrents, you can make witten
coments. And those can be made by contacting the
e-mai|l address that you used to register for this
hearing. |If you'll hold on just a nonent, | should
have that. Bear with ne just a nonent.

Wll, | don't appear to have that

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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present, but here's what you can do. You can offer
coments by contacting the Ofice of the Public
Counsel or by going to the PSC s web page.

Now, the Public Service Conm ssion's web
page will have a tab for you to offer coments. |If
you of fer coments that way, be sure and include the
case nunber in this case, which is ER-2021-0312.

I"'mgoing to ask one last tine if there's
anybody who would |i ke to make any conments?

Ckay. Thank you all for com ng today and
this hearing is now adjourned. W will go off the
record.

(WHEREUPON, the hearing was adjourned.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

|, Tracy Thorpe Taylor, CCR No. 939, within the

State of Mssouri, do hereby certify that the
testinony appearing in the foregoing matter was duly
sworn by ne; that the testinony of said wtnesses was
taken by ne to the best of my ability and thereafter
reduced to typewiting under ny direction; that | am
nei t her counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this matter was
taken, and further, that | amnot a relative or

enpl oyee of any attorney or counsel enployed by the
parties thereto, nor financially or otherw se

interested in the outcone of the action.

J/iﬁ{:u o D Jayley

Tracy Tho% Tayl or, CCR
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