BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of United Cities Gas
)

Company, a Division of Atmos Energy Corporation,
)

for an Accounting Authority Order Related to

)
Case No. GA-98-464

Investigation and Response Actions Associated With
)

Its Former Manufacturing Gas Plant Site in Hannibal,
)

Missouri.







)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On February 25, 1999, the Commission granted United Cities Gas Company, a division of Atmos Energy Corporation, an accounting authority order to defer environmental remediation costs associated with the company’s manufactured gas plant (MGP) site in Hannibal, Missouri.  On February 5, 2001, United Cities requested that the Commission modify the AAO by extending the date on which it would become null and void from March 9, 2001, to March 9, 2002.  In the alternative, United Cities requested that the Commission grant a subsequent AAO for the same period of the original AAO, plus an additional year.

On March 11, 2002, United Cities withdrew its request for a one‑year extension of the AAO, and modified its request for a subsequent AAO.  United Cities now requests a new AAO that does not include the usual condition that a rate case be filed by a certain date.  Thus, the company requests a subsequent AAO of indefinite duration for all costs associated with the environmental remediation of the Hannibal MGP.

On June 5, 2002, the Commission issued an Order Setting Prehearing Conference and Directing Filing of Procedural Schedule.  The Commission held a prehearing conference on June 19.  During the prehearing conference, the presiding officer suspended the filing of a proposed procedural schedule.  Following the prehearing conference, copies of letters regarding discovery matters were filed.  No additional filings have been made.

The company has withdrawn its original request for an extension to its AAO or for a subsequent AAO.  That AAO request was the primary focus of numerous rounds of pleadings from the parties; those pleadings are now largely irrelevant.  However, the company has a pending request for a new or subsequent AAO of indefinite duration for all costs associated with the environmental remediation of the Hannibal MGP.  The Commis​sion will direct the company to file a pleading clarifying its pending AAO request.  The Staff of the Commission and the Office of the Public Counsel shall then file their responses summarizing their positions on the pending AAO request only.  The parties are directed to limit their comments to the company’s pending request, and to not digress into discussions regarding the withdrawn AAO request.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the United Cities Gas Company, a division of Atmos Energy Corporation, shall file a pleading as directed above no later than May 14, 2003.

2. That the Staff of the Commission and the Office of the Public Counsel shall file responses as directed above no later than May 29, 2003.  However, if the company files its pleading early, the Commission may amend the deadline for the filing of responses by means of a separate order.

3. That this order shall become effective on May 9, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 28th day of April, 2003.
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