BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s Transfer of
)
Case No. GO-2002-1099

Its Gas Supply Function to a Separate Corporation.
)

ORDER GRANTING PROTECTIVE ORDER

On November 27, 2002, Laclede Gas Company filed a Motion for Protective Order requesting that the Commission issue a protective order under the Commission's rule 4 CSR 240‑2.085 that provides for both highly confidential and proprietary classifications.  Laclede states that the protective order is necessary because documents it has been requested to provide through data requests contain highly confidential or proprietary information.
Laclede states that the Commission has recognized in numerous cases that there is a genuine need to protect certain confidential information from public disclosure.   According to Laclede, issuance of protective orders in prior cases has led to a more orderly discovery procedure, has helped to minimize disputes, and has provided a sound method for submitting confidential information.

Laclede has substantially complied with Commission rule 4 CSR 240‑2.085 concerning protective orders, and the Commission will establish the standard protective order.  The issuance of a protective order in this case will allow the parties to provide highly confidential and proprietary information to the Commission and appropriate parties with the assurance that it will be treated according to the terms of the protective order.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the motion for a protective order made by Laclede Gas Company, filed on November 27, 2002, is granted and the protective order attached to this order as Attachment A is adopted.

That this order will become effective on December 15, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 5th day of December, 2002.
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