BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Associated Natural Gas Company’s
)
Tariff Revision Designed to Increase Rates for Gas
)
Case No. GR-97-272
Service to Customers in the Missouri Service Area
)
of the Company.





)







JOINT MOTION TO CLOSE CASE


COMES NOW the Commission Staff ("Staff"), Office of the Public Counsel ("Public Counsel"), Atmos Energy Corporation ("Atmos"), Noranda Aluminum, Inc. ("Noranda"), and Associated Natural Gas Company ("ANG")(collectively referred to as "signatory parties"), and for their Joint Motion To Close Case state to the Missouri Public Service Commission ("Commission"):


1.
On February 14, 2002, the Commission issued its Order Directing Filing in which the parties "shall, on or before Monday, March 25, 2002, prepare and file briefs regarding whether or not this matter has become moot due to intervening circumstances and must therefore be dismissed."  The Order Directing Filing also stated that Atmos  may file a brief on this issue as well.  The deadline for filing briefs on this issue has been extended several times in order to permit Noranda and Atmos additional time to resolve outstanding issues.


2.
Recently, Atmos and Noranda have entered into a contract for transportation service that resolves all outstanding issues between the Atmos and Noranda.  


3.
After discussions among the parties to the case on remand, the signatory parties hereby agree and stipulate that it is unnecessary for the Commission to issue a decision on the remand in this matter, and therefore request that the case be dismissed and closed.   However, all signatory parties specifically reserve their positions regarding whether this case has become moot, or should be dismissed on mootness grounds; nor by joining this motion does any party commit to a position on the Atmos/Noranda contract in any future rate proceeding.


WHEREFORE, the signatory parties request the Commission to dismiss this proceeding and close the case.
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