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lightCore provides wholes.le landwidth

transport services to telecolnm"nications
carriers and service providers. !The Company

owns and operates o~ ot the most

extensive fiber optic networks in tie Central

u.s., currently totaling more that 7,000 lit,
route miles across 11 states. 'the Company

maintains over 100 points -of .presence

located in both large and small!mal kets, and

specializes in connectin~ un, lerserved

markets to !rIa})r market
i

telecommunications hubs. Li\ htCore is

headquartered in St. LOUi!j' MI) and is a

wholly owned subsidiary of Cel1turyTel, Inc.

LightCore was formed from the )peratlng
i

assets of Digital Teleport. Inc., \ ,hich was

founded in 1989 as a metro fiber ring

provider. Digitai Teleport sub ;equently
evolved into a carriers' carrier olerating a

fiber optic network within a five-st, te region

encompassing Missouri, Kansas, 0 klahoma,

Arkansas and Tennessee. On December 31,

2001 Digital Teleport filed for loluntary

Chapter 11 bankruptcy prote t ior .In June

of 2003 CenturyTel. I c. ~ urchased

essentially all of the assets of e (ompany,

and form~d LightCore.

Since becoming LightCore, the COrT pany has

added nearly 3,000 miles of new f ber optic

network across an expanded foot Jrint that

now includes 11 states. Back!d by the

financial strength of Centur 'Tel, Inc.

LightCore is quickly establishing its ~If as the

premier regional fiber optic far, ler in the

i Celtral U.S.
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CenturyTel, Inc. provides comm Inications

services inciudlng local, long distance,

Internet access and data seliYicE 5 to more

than 3 million customers in i2 51 ates. The

company, headquartered in Monroe, lA, Is

publicly traded on the New "York Stock

Exchange under the symbol C fl, and is

included in the S&P 500 Index. ,Cer turyTel is

the 8th largest local excha~ge eiephone

company, based on access lin~s, ill the US.

To learn more about CentUryT~, pt~ase visit

www.c~tu ytel.com.
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LlghtCore provides a full-rangeOftransport

services designed specifically to meet the

requirements of telecolnmllnications
I

carriers. Our unmatched teli2 biiity and

flexibility have made us the off-ne provider

of choice for the nation's leadlrjg !) Cs, ISPs,

CLECS! anc Wireless

Services I'roviders.
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LightCore operates Metropc ITtanArea

Networks (MANs) in a growrg Ilumber of

key markets throughout itS central U.S.

service area. Each MAN Is d"signed to

interconnect major bandwidt~ a~ gregation

points such as serving wire cellters, IXC

POPs and neutral co-location faci ities. In a

number of markets, the MAN ex' ends into

major multi -tenant office buildings,

corporate campuses, medical CE nters and

other key ocations.
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Lightcore -West Port Plaza Provides Access to Fiber Ring for Ultra-fast Internet Acces

West Port Plaza Provides Access to Fiber Ring for Ultra-fast Internet Access

ST. LOUIS -(Aug. 19,2002)- West Port Plaza, one of St. Louis' premier business addresses, has become one of its most technolcgically advanced as well
by providing its commercial tenants access to a fiber optic network for their voice, data communications, and high -speed Internet :ervices. Most other
office buildings in the area still rely on traditional copper telephone lines for their communications needs.

West Port Plaza connected four office buildings and the retail mall to a fiber optic network operated by St. Louis-based Digital Te eport Inc., which owns
one of the region's largest fiber optic networks. Tenants in the complex can now take advantage ofa variety of fiber optic based se vices such as ultra high-

speed Internet access and data transport.

"Broadband access is quickly becoming as vital as electricity to businesses today-they can't operate without it," said Julie Rayno] :Is, property manager for
Colliers Turley Martin Tucker, which manages West Port Plaza for owner Archon Properties. "An increasing number of our tenan11 need faster and more
cost-effective data access to remain competitive in their industries. We are lowering the hurdle bar for many of them

"By providing our tenants access to fiber optic based services, we give them a way of getting computer connection speeds many tilles faster than
traditional T -I lines for about the same cost," Raynolds said. "Staying abreast of leading -edge technology allows us to attract and I etain tenants."

Primary Network, the largest locally owned and operated Internet Service prov'ider in business since 1994 has teamed with Digital feleport to provide
Internet Access and a variety of managed IP services over this next generation fiber optic network Already several of the largest t< nants In West Port Plaza
have begun using the new fiber connections and Primary Network for their voice and data communications. Among them are Ham] Iton and Sullivan Ltd.
and Alcan Composites USA Inc For more information about the advanced services now available at West Port Plaza, tenants shoud call 314-692-3500 or
visit www.primary.net.
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LightCore Wins $3.3 mill on Bid to

Upgrade Missouri Reslarch and

Education Network

:HESTERFIELD, 

MO. -(Dec. it!, 2(03) -The

Missouri Research and EduCati01 Network

(MOREnetj, a unit of th' Un iversity of

MiSSOuri System, has award*d L ghtCore a

three-year, $3.3 million contract :0 provide

high -speed bandwidth servic~s. Ilstallation

work IS underway and the proJect should be

completed in the first QU~rtE r of 2004.

MOREnet will use LightCore to pro 'Ide high -

speed backbone data services including
access to the Internet and Intel net2, and

videoconferencing services to Misscuri's K-12

schools, colleges and unlversit es, public

libraries, health care, state govern nent, and

other affiliated organizations. Ligt tCore will

provide service via dual di\ erse ring-

protected fiber optic routes Into IIOREnet's

data centers in St. Louis, Ka 1sas City,

Columbia, Jefferson City, and S )ringfield.

"When we looked at LlghtCore' ; network

reach it almost appeared as thoug I portions

of it were built precisely for th s project.

LightCore has an 'On -Net' presencE In all the

sectors that we needed to get to, .said Bill

Mitchell, executive director of MOF Enet. "In

addition to submitting a c°rJ1pell ng bid, It

was also clear that LightCore w~s C )mmitted

to cur future,

"A single reliable, carrier-class, hi\ h -quality

network offers economies of scale, 's well as

more options than sever ,I smaller

networks," Mitchell said. "Netwol k sharing

allows MOREnet customers a,cess to a

broader range of services -gl _ing each

organization more than anyone co Jld afford

alone."

Matt Porterfield. senior vic, pr' ,sident of

sales and marketing for LightCore said,

"MOREnet conducted a diligent search in

selecting a partner for this importan t project.

We are proud to have won MOREr et's trust

and confidence. we see this IS further

evidence that LightCore is be" Imino the

Central United States' pre -eminent ( arrier for

critical dat a traffic'

AboutllOREnet
MOREnet provides Internet con lectlvlty,

access to Internet2, technlca support,

vldeoconferenclng services and t alnlng to

Missouri's K -12 schools, col eges and

universities, publiC libraries, he 11th care,

state government and other affiliated
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organizations. Established in 199: , MOREnet

operates as a separate ,uni1 within the

University of Missouri Syste~, alld is based

in Coiumbia, Mo. The MOREflet Network is

the foundation infrastructure:thr. 'ugh which

members of the education :ommunity

interact with each other via lIatc and video

services, upon whitt, the business
applications of the public sector ar! built and

conducted, and Missouri citizens in eract with

their state government. MOREflet'; Web site

is www,more.n~t, -elephone:

1-~73'B84-7200,

About l.ightCore
LightCore provides wholesale )andwidth

transport services to telecomrr unications

carriers, wireless service pro ,iders and

major enterprise customers.:Thl company

owns and operates o~e 0' the most

extensive fiber optic networks 'in t le Ceotral

United States, currently totaling nore than

7,000 route miles across Arkansa 5, Illinois,

Iowa, Kansas, louisiana, Michigan Missouri,

Nebraska, Okiahoma, Tennessee, and Texas.

The company maintains morE than 100

points-of-presence located in both large and

small markets, and speclalizes:in connecting

smaller markets to~ajor market

telecommunications hubs. Li!lhtCore is

headquartered In Chesterfield~ Mo , and is a

wholly-owned subsldi~ry cf Monroe,

louisiana-based CenturyTel, 1m., (NYSE:

CTl). The compan~'s V'eb site is

www.li9htcore.ne#:' T!lephone:

1-3~4-1:80-1000.
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