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The foll ow ng proceedi ngs began at 1:17 p.m:

JUDGE CLARK: Good afternoon. Today is
Cctober 13th of 2022, and it is currently 1.17 p. m
Now, you just finished the question and answer period of
the public hearing. If you had questions about this
rate case, | would hope you were able to get those
answer ed.

Now, before | take comments, |I'mgoing to ask
that everybody mute thensel ves unl ess they' re speaking
or actively giving comrents at the tine, and that wll
cut down on the noise |evel and prevent audi o feedback
or unnecessary interruptions. If you need to unnute
yoursel f and you're participating by phone, you may do
so by dialing *6 when it's tine to offer your coments.

Now, the M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion
has set aside this time for a |ocal public hearing in
File No. GR-2022-0179, a general rate case captioned as
In the Matter of Spire Mssouri, Incorporated d/b/a
Spire's Request for Authority to Inplement a CGeneral
Rate Increase for Natural Gas Service Provided in the
Conpany's M ssouri Service Areas.

My name is John Clark. |'mthe Regulatory Law
Judge overseeing this local public hearing. Now, the
M ssouri Public Service Comm ssion regulates the rates

charged by investor-owned utility conpanies in M ssour
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1 to ensure that those rates are just and reasonabl e. F>Ezlgﬁes
2 Commission also regulates the quality of service and

3 safety of operations of investor-owned utilities.

4 Now, the Conm ssion is nade up of five

5 Commissioners: Chairman Ryan Silvey and Conmi ssioners

6 Scott Rupp, Maida Col eman, Jason Hol sman, and den

7 Kol kneyer. The Conm ssioners are appointed by the

8 Covernor to fixed terms and confirmed by the Senate.

9 The Conmi ssion enploys a staff of engineers,

10 accountants, attorneys, financial analysts, and other

11 specialists inthe field of utility regulation. Wth me
12 today are Conm ssioners Rupp, Col eman, Hol sman, and do |
13 have Conm ssioner Kol kmeyer on? | believe Kol kmeyer may
14  be joining us, but he's not on at the nonent.

15 Wul d any of the Comm ssioners like to make an
16 opening remark at this point?

17 Now, the court reporter is transcribing the

18 hearing so that the Conm ssioners that are not present
19 nmay read and review the comments at a later date. At
20 this tinme I'"'mgoing to begin by asking counsel to enter
21 their appearance for the record starting with Spire.
22 MR, APLINGTON: Good afternoon, Your Honor,
23 and Conmi ssioners. M name is Matt Aplington.
24 represent Spire Mssouri, Inc., 700 Market Street, St.
25 Louis, Mssouri 63101.
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JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Aplington. For

the Commi ssion Staff.

MR COSPER. Good afternoon, Your Honor. |'m
Don Cosper for Staff and it's 200 Madi son, PO Box 360,
Jefferson Gty 65102.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Cosper. For the
O fice of the Public Counsel.

MR CLIZER John Cizer on behalf of the
M ssouri O fice of the Public Counsel, and | believe the
court reporter has ny contact infornation already.

Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Cdizer. Are
there any intervenors present or any counsel | have not
cal l ed? Hearing none.

MS. PADCGETT: Sandra Padgett from Consumers
Council of Mssouri. | amthe Executive Director of
Consuners Council of M ssouri.

JUDGE CLARK: You're not counsel for them--

MS. PADCETT: No.

JUDGE CLARK: -- and you're not representing
themas a party in this case?

M5. PADGETT: No. | ama party since |'mpart
of Consumers Council, but |I'mnot counsel, no. Thank
you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for letting ne know.
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THE STENOGRAPHER:  Judge, what was her first

nane?

JUDGE CLARK: Would you say your first name
again, please? The woman from Consuners Council who
j ust spoke up, could you repeat your first name for the
court reporter?

MS. PADGETT: Sandra Padgett.

JUDGE CLARK: Would you mnd spelling your
| ast nane just so we have a clear record?

MS. PADCETT: P-a-d-g-e-t-t.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you so nmuch again. Now,
for those who --

COMW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Judge, this is
Comm ssi oner Kol kmeyer. |'m here.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Conm ssioner
Kol kmeyer. | expected you to join us, and | told them
you woul d be joining us. So thank you for letting me
know.

Now, for those who are going to be providing
comments today, |'mgoing to call the names |isted on
the sign-in sheet in the order they appear. So far |
have four individuals signed up to offer conments to the
Comm ssion. Now, when | call your name, I'mgoing to
ask that you unnute yourself; that you state and spel

your name -- as | said, we have a court reporter here --
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for the record and then I will place you under oath.

After that you can offer your comment to the Conm ssion.

Now, there's no specific tine limt but there
are a lot of people participating in this local public
hearing today and so |'mgoing to ask that people keep
their comrents as brief as possible so that everybody
has a chance to offer cooments. After | go through the
list of people that have signed up for comments, | wll
ask if anybody who is present on the WebEx would like to
make a comment and at that time you can let ne know.

Al so, after you've offered your comments,
pl ease remain unnmuted for just a second. | may have
questions for you, the Conm ssioners may have questions
for you, or one of the attorneys may have questions for
you. |f | have a question for you, |'ll just ask it.
' mgoing to ask that the Conm ssioners do the sane,
| " mnot going to pause after each w tness and ask for
Comm ssion questions. So just feel free to pipe in and
ask your questions when they cone to you

As for attorneys, if you'll flag nme just so
that | can announce your nanme for the court reporter,
that woul d be hel pful.

MR MOSS:. Your Honor, I"'mnot sure if |I'mon
the list, because ny neeting password woul d not be

accepted on the phone.
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JUDGE CLARK: \What's your nanme, sir?

MR MOSS: Christian Mss.

JUDGE CLARK: Christian? I|'msorry. Spell
your |ast nanme, please.

MR MXSS: It's Mbss, Mo-s-s.

JUDGE CLARK: No, you are not on the |ist, but
| will add you to the list, M. Mss.

MR MXSS. kay. Perfect. Thank you so nuch,
Sir.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. 1I'mgoing to tell
you all today that the Conm ssion is not going to be
able to answer your questions today. That's what the
question and answer portion was for. That's because the
Comm ssioners have to remain inpartial until after the
evidence is presented at the evidentiary hearing. |If
you have questions, please speak to representatives of
the conpany, the Conm ssion staff, or the Ofice of the
Publ i ¢ Counsel .

Also, I'mgoing to ask that given that this is
a WebEx neeting and there's a potential for a |ot of
overlap, I'"'mgoing to ask that you be polite and
courteous to everyone who i s speaking here today and
treat themas you would like to be treated. And with
that 1'mjust going to go ahead and start calling people

to give coments.
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The first person | have listed to offer

comrents today is Latasha Barnes. Ms. Barnes, are you

present? |'mnot hearing fromM. Barnes. | wll note
for the record that Ms. Barnes did offer coments at

| ast night's public hearing live. So | did not know if
she woul d be present today.

The next person | have on ny list to offer
comrents to the Comm ssion is Jayla Atkinson. |Is Jayla
At ki nson present?

(kay. Hearing no one, | wll nove on down the
list. Harvey Ferdman. |s Harvey Ferdman present?

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Judge - -

JUDGE CLARK:  Yes.

COMM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  -- this is Conm ssioner
Col eman. Woul d you please rem nd people how to unnmute
if they're on a tel ephone, because sonetines people do
have problens wth that. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you so nuch, Conm ssi oner
Coleman, and | will reiterate that at this point. |If
you are trying to unnute yourself via tel ephone, you
need to dial *6 to unnmute yourself.

MR. FERDVAN. Thanks for that remnder. This

I's Harvey Ferdman. | didn't realize | signed up to make
a comrent. | was thinking | was just signing up to
observe. | have no comrent for the Conm ssion at this

wWww. phi ppsreporting. com
(888) 811-3408




Public Service Commi ssion Local Public Hearing
Oct ober 13, 2022

© o0 ~N oo o B~ W N B

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

. Page 11
tinme. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for letting me know
that you're here. Sharon Jones. |s Sharon Jones
present ?

And M. Moss, | believe you have now noved to
the top of the list. So Christian Moss.

MR MXSS: Al right. That was quick.

JUDGE CLARK: Would you like to offer comrents
to the Comm ssion? Please state and spell your nane for
the record.

MR MOSS: Yes, sir. M nane is Christian
Mss. That's G h-r-i-s-t-i-a-n, last nane Mss,

M o-s-s.

JUDGE CLARK:  And M. Mss, would you raise
your right hand to be sworn.

MR MXSS. Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you solemmly swear or affirm
that the testinony you are about to give at this |ocal
public hearing is the truth?

MR MXSS: | do.

JUDGE CLARK:  And what comments would you |ike
to offer the Conm ssion today?

CHRI STI AN MOSS,
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
MR MOSS: Well, Your Honor, I'mactually from
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California. | livedin California for 30 full years,

and it's no surprise we all know California, right?
It's full of noney laundering, full of issues with the
government and utility conpanies. [It's just way too
overpriced. |It's gone to conplete crap. That's why I
moved out and | live in Mssouri now. To tell you the
truth, Your Honor, Spire has been outrageous since |
moved here like nothing |I've ever seen in ny time in
California. | nean, it is outrageous, sir, when ['m
spending $75 every single nonth and | have the | owest
amount of gas possible to use, and the only thing it's
doing is heating ny water. It feels like I'"'min sone
third-world country when | can't even take a norna

| ength shower and I'mstill getting charged 75.

Now, the second part of what |'d |ike to say
is that, you know, the CEO of Spire is Suzanne
Sitherwood. Gkay. She made $5.6 mllion over the |ast
fiscal year, which was 2021. It was a 26 percent raise,
sir, over her 4.4 mllion in pay. She currently gets 48
times greater salary than Spire's nedian enpl oyees, and
their nmedian enpl oyee already nakes nore than a | ot of
people living in this service area. | |ooked up the
difference. |It's about 60,000 or so versus what people
earn in this area is much |ower, and al so everybody on

the Board that |I'mlooking at, Mark C. Darrell, Steven
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Li ndsey, Steven Rasche, M chael Geisel hart, Suzanne

Sitherwood, the |owest any of them make at all in cash
val ue, not bonuses, is $700,000 and it goes up to al nost
2.5 mllion and then mllions of dollars in equity and
ot her benefits and everything. [t's just -- | can't
believe that we've come to this, Your Honor, because
it's like how can sonmebody that makes 30, 000, $50, 000,
be expected to spend nore when they' re already not
getting anything and yet the CEO has raised her pay $1.1
mllion in one year and the year prior was al nost a
mllion dollar raise as well

Now, lastly | note that the people
representing Spire are nost likely to say well, that's
different noney and she was paid from-- it cones froma
conpletely different place and all that. To that | have
to say we all know what money |aundering is, right? You
t ake noney, you put it in one account, you say that it's
for sonething else, but it's still noney comes from
sonething. |If there's noney that's going to them and
it's increasing, then we should not have any type of an
increase at all. | shouldn't have to pay a dollar nore.
They shoul d take a cut, and they should make it happen
for the betterment if they want inprovenents.

| don't want inprovenents. | don't care.

It's not my problem Personally | think it's disturbing
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that |1'mpaying way nore than California, a place that's

known corrupted with fraud. Yeah, that's where |'m at,
sir. It's like when I |ook up these face value dollars
that they're getting, | mean, it's just comon | ogic.
|'mlike wow, | can't believe this has happened.

Lastly I'Il say look at this. W don't trust
Federal Reserve, right, guys, everybody that's |istening
that lives here like ne? That's one of the reasons that
| noved, you know, to get away fromthat type of stuff.
Quess what? The CEQ, Suzanne Sitherwood, she started at
Spire in 2016 and she's now on Federal Reserve Bank of
St. Louis as the Chairman since 2020. To ne personally
that's a conflict of interest. No matter what, it's
kind of shady, right? But |I'd like to finish with that.

JUDGE CLARK: (Ckay. M. Mss, thank you for
of fering your conmments to the Comm ssion. | don't have
any questions for you.

MR MOSS: Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: You're excused at this point.
| s there anybody el se --

MR, MOSS: Thank you, Your Honor.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. |t appears |'ve got
about 80 people still part of the virtual public
hearing. |s there anybody el se who would |ike to make

conments to the Conm ssion about this case at this tine?
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(There were a number of affirmative

responses.)

JUDGE CLARK: | heard a nunber of people. So
in orderly fashion, I'Il try and get to everybody. |If
one of you would just speak up at this point.

MR HEELAN. Rod Heelan. | live in d adstone,
M ssouri .

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Would you say your nane
again and spell it for the court reporter, please?

MR. HEELAN. Rod Heelan. First name is R-o-d,
| ast name He-e-l-a-n. | live in G adstone, M ssouri

JUDGE CLARK: (kay. M. Heelan, would you
rai se your right hand to be sworn.

MR, HEELAN. Al right.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you solemly swear or affirm
that the testinony you' re about to give at this |ocal
public hearing is the truth?

MR, HEELAN. Yes, | do.

JUDGE CLARK: |I'mjust going to say briefly |
received a conment that somebody suggested that | have
people put their hands up to call or to nake comments.
|f you want to do that, that would be great. | cannot
contain all 80 people on ny screen currently. So | wll
try and scroll through and not m ss anybody.

M. Heelan, what would you like to tell the
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Comm ssion this afternoon?

ROD HEELAN,
havi ng been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

MR. HEELAN. Well, everybody is -- There's no
equi tabl e explanation that |'ve heard today that wl|
take care of everybody in the rate case. The poor
people, they're having to beg for a rate for their
situation. | nyself don't have any trouble paying ny
bills, but other people in this hearing are going to be
-- | listened to a lady that had an 18 -- she lives on
$1,800 a nmonth. And | |ooked on the conputer this
morning. We're going to get a $140 Social Security
raise in January. Well, this rate increase is going to
pretty nmuch eat that up. And every tinme that sonme of
our senior folks get alittle bit of an advantage
sonebody cones al ong and takes it away.

Now, they say they need noney for this and
money for that and they need nmoney for new neters and
all that kind of stuff. | don't understand why the
general ratepayer is paying infrastructure fees.

| was a nmechanic for 35 years. Al the tools
in ny toolbox | had to buy. | had to have them every
day in order to do ny job. The Gas Service Conpany is
the same way. Spire is the same way. They need to buy

the stuff out of their profit to run their conpany. |
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cannot believe that we are paying for the instrunent

that figures our bill. That's |udicrous.

The next thing, | don't know what the next
thing woul d be that they woul d cone before the
Conmi ssion and ask you fol ks for another rate increase
for another piece of their infrastructure, whatever that
m ght be. | cannot believe that a conpany that nakes
this nuch nmoney cannot do a |lot of stuff on their own.
And when they incur a debt, they need to have the
foresight to find out a way to pay for it if they're
al ways wor ki ng from behi nd.

I n other words, they're always saying today
that we incurred these debts, now we want you guys to
pay for them Well, how nuch of that debt are you going
to pay? Are you going to pay this $287 mllion pipeline
you built? How much of that -- Are we going to pay for
that all 287 mllion of it? Wat is your portion of
that pipeline, that infrastructure? They're just -- |
mean, all the utilities in the state of Mssouri if they
need anot her bolt, they come before the Conm ssion to

find out if we can get paid for it.

And the stuff that's on your bill, you know,
i ke the neter charge, |like your |ine charge on an
electricity bill, you know, that's just ways, other ways

for themto say we need paid for this. And these people
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that can't pay, what is their percentage of people of

their custonmers that are on a |level payment plan or they
can't pay you at all or is that |ist growing every year?

And for the poor people, they' re going to keep
com ng before the Conm ssion. They're going to keep
asking for raises and they don't care if the -- all the
charities in the state of Mssouri like United Way or
Catholic Charities, or whoever it mght be, is going to
pay sonebody's gas bill at some time. They're going to
get paid for it eventually. But they just keep com ng
before the Conm ssion with raises. Cover this for ne,
cover that for ne. That's about all |'ve got to say. |
appreci ate you guys holding the neeting. But you need
to spread the nmeetings out. | plan to go to the neeting
In Kansas Cty, but you need -- you've got nore
popul ation here and also in St. Louis. And what is the
central Mssouri, where would the nmeeting be? At the
Comm ssioner's office? That's all |'ve got to say. |'m
a very frustrated ratepayer.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Heel an.

MR. HEELAN. |'ve very concerned about the
poor people. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: | wunderstand that. M. Heelan,
thank you for your conmments. | appreciate them | wll

say that we held a | ocal public hearing last night in
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St. Louis. It was determned -- and that was at 6:00

p.m |t was determned that the best way to offer
peopl e an opportunity to participate was to offer a
virtual hearing over the noon hour today and then next
week on the 18th at 6:00 in the evening there is a | ocal
public hearing that is in Kansas City. So as of right
now there are three scheduled for this case with this
bei ng the second one.

Now, participating via WbEx on your conputer
I f you ook at the bottomthere's a little hand synbol.
| f you press that, it will raise your hand and let ne
know that you have comments that you would l[ike to make
to the Commssion. At this point | don't see anybody's
hands up, but | heard a nunber of people. So who would
next -- yes, from Southside Wl | ness Center.

MS. STEWART: Yes. M nane is Olie Stewart.
| work with the senior citizens.

JUDGE CLARK: Excuse ne, Mss. Can you hold
on just a second. | just had sone problens hearing you.

Wul d you pl ease state and spell your nanme for the

record?

MS. STEWART: Ckay. dlie, Ol-l-i-e
S-t-e-wa-r-t. |I'mthe -- | work with seniors city
wi de.

JUDGE CLARK: Hold on just a second, Alie
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1 THE STENOGRAPHER:  Judge, | was having a

2  problem hearing her.

3 JUDGE CLARK: | hate to ask you to start

4 again, but would you, please. 1'mgoing to ask you to
5 raise your right hand to be sworn as well.

6 Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the

7 testinony you are about to give at this local public

8 hearing is the truth?

9 M5. STEWART: It is the truth.

10 JUDGE CLARK: (Ckay. And would you pl ease

11  offer your comments to the Conm ssion?

12 OLLI E STEWART,

13 having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:

14 MS. STEWART: Gkay. My nane is Olie Stewart.
15 | work with senior citizens and disabl ed throughout the
16 City of St. Louis. And as | |look at the president's

17 salaries of $400,000 and expenses account of 50,000 and
18 mnute days and | ook at the senior citizens and the

19 disabled incone fromnot over 1,800 to $2,000 a nonth
20 that they have to live off, pay nedication,
21 transportation, food, rent, and clothing. | wondered
22  how can they afford an increase and they've got to pay
23 the sane increase to stay warmas ne or you or anyone
24 else with jobs. That's a problemfor the elderly
25 popul ation and the disabled popul ation.
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' mwondering if you all would be going in any

of these apartnents setting up -- | think you said you
renewed all the meters that would nake sure that the
utilities would be cut down or how can they save on the
utility on the heating system Can you all hear me?

JUDGE CLARK: | can hear you. I'msorry. |
I ndicated earlier the Conmssion isn't going to be able
to answer your questions today. That sounds |ike a
question for the conpany. You m ght contact the conpany
inregard to that.

MS. STEWART: (Ckay. Thank you for commenti ng.
| do feel that the neetings should be -- you should have
more neetings in the comunity to nake sure through the
churches or sone other media gathering in the community
to make sure that everybody know about it. W have
senior citizen buildings that I'msure some of the
directors do not know, they don't know that this neeting
I's being held. They really won't know until they get
their gas bill and then they be comng up here to the
center tal king about how they have higher utility bills,
gas bills. So that's my question today, Judge. Thank
you.

JUDGE CLARK: (Ckay. M. Stewart, thank you
very nuch for your conments.

MS. STEWART: Thank you.
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JUDGE CLARK:  \Who would i ke to offer comments

next ?

MS. PENCE: | do.

JUDGE CLARK: | heard an | do. Wy don't we
start wth that. Wo said | do?

MS. PENCE: That was me. M nanme is Karen
Pence.

JUDGE CLARK: Karen Pence; is that correct?

MS. PENCE: R ght. K-a-r-e-n P-e-n-c-e.

JUDGE CLARK: Ms. Pence, would you raise your
right hand to be sworn.

MS. PENCE:  Ckay.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you solemmly swear or affirm
that the testinony you're about to give at this |ocal
public hearing is the truth?

MS. PENCE: Yes, | do.

JUDGE CLARK: What would you like to tell the
Comm ssion this afternoon?

KAREN PENCE,
having been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

MS. PENCE: (kay. My comment is it's just
outrageous being part of a rate increase that mght be a
contribution to conpensation increases for executives
that are already overpaid. | know you said this is

being litigated. | do hope that decision falls on the
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side of custoners that's interested instead of

continuing to overpaid, grossly overpaid executives.
There was a M. Mss who said sonething about the Spire
salaries, and | would reference what he said. That's on
record, you know what that is, the anount they're being
paid is just conpletely out of control. The preference
here should be that utility consunption is a nmandatory
thing. Uilities are a monopoly. You don't have a
choice to go to a different one to get your warnth for
your house or to be able to cook in your kitchen.
Peopl e shouldn't have to apply for help to pay utility
bills. That is ridiculous, especially when you | ook at
the salaries being paid to some of these executives.
Spire is not managing their business with
executives being paid four tines as nuch as they shoul d
be making. Regardless of what they say about
appropriations, these executives are already overpaid.
So they should stop paying grossly outrageous sal ari es,
cut Spire's dividends, stop noving the goal post and
putting the burden on the customers. This is crazy.
This is absolutely crazy. Even if you can afford to pay
utilities, you shouldn't have to be counting your
pennies trying to figure out how you're going to pay
your bills so you don't freeze to death. \Wat are we in

Texas now? Ckay. That's it.
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JUDGE CLARK: Ms. Pence, thank you for your

comments. | appreciate it. | saw a hand up froma
Wlliam WIlliam are you there?

MR. FASANELLO  Yes, Your Honor.

JUDCGE CLARK: Can you speak up just a little
bit. I'mhaving some difficulty hearing you.

MR. FASANELLO Can you hear nme now?

JUDGE CLARK: A little bit better. |If you
coul d possibly either get closer to the m crophone or
turn it up just alittle bit nore it mght help, but I
can hear you. WIlliam would you please state your
first and last nane and spell themfor the court
reporter.

MR, FASANELLO WIIiam Fasanel |l o,
Wi-l-l-i-a-mF-a-s-a-n-e-1-1-o0.

JUDGE CLARK: M. Fasanello, and |'msorry if
| butchered that, would you raise your right hand to be
SWor n.

Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the
testinony you're about to give at this local public
hearing is the truth?

MR, FASANELLO | do.

JUDGE CLARK: \What would you like to tell the
Comm ssi on today?

W LLI AM FASANELLGQ,
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having been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

MR. FASANELLO  Your Honor, I'mwlling to
actual ly concede that you could reduce the CEO s sal ary
to zero and make little difference on people's nonthly
bills. However, the Spire representatives have failed
to account for the drastic increases, especially after
the increase they did [ast winter which raised ny
personal bill about $30 a nmonth keeping the sanme
tenperature. Spire in 2021 had a net profit of $271
mllion triple that of 2020. Net profit is after they
paid all expenses, business taxes, and yes, the
sharehol ders. So the investors got their noney and they
still had 271 mllion |eftover doing whatever. | don't
understand why that noney cannot be funnel ed back into
their services to keep the costs the sane, if not
possi bly Iower them especially when their sharehol der
rate is 4.26 percent, the dividend rate that is.

By contrast, | work for a Fortune 500 conpany
who has a 2.3 percent dividend rate. So they can still
pay their sharehol ders and they can still help their
consuners except they choose not to. Wen the vice
presi dent was making comments trying to explain al
t hese discrepancies, well, he was inadequate. He talked
about a revenue nodel. He didn't explainit. He didn't

even have the public 10K filing that shows the
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financials which | have sitting in front of me. He was

unabl e to account for a nyriad of factors and trying to
hand wave everything, and ultimately Spire's solution to
this problemwas to pass the buck and tell consuners
wel |, you can apply for public assistance and hope for
the best. That's not how you run a utility being a
necessity especially when you're the only gane in town.
That's all | have to say, Your Honor.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you for your
coments. Wo else would |ike to speak to the
Conm ssi on?

MR. DANNER: My nanme is Ryan Danner.

JUDGE CLARK: Ryan. |I'msorry. Say your |ast
nane again

MR DANNER: It's Danner. 1It's D-a-n-n-e-r

JUDGE CLARK: And M. Danner, would you raise
your right hand to be sworn.

Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the
testinony you' re about to give at this local public
hearing is the truth?

MR. DANNER: | do.

JUDGE CLARK: And what would you like to tel
the Conm ssion this afternoon?

RYAN DANNER,

having been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:
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MR. DANNER: | want to say thank you for the

opportunity to speak and voice ny concerns at the
proposed Spire rate increase. |'m30 years old and |
live in St. Louis City. | own my house along with ny
fiancee. Qur home like much of St. Louis was built over
a hundred years ago. And while it's been renodel ed
since then, the house wasn't designed as an energy
efficient building. The house is 1,200 square feet and
we keep it at 62 degrees in the winter, yet our gas bil
is still over $200 at any given winter nonth. An
additional 10 percent fromthe proposed rate hi ke woul d
add a considerable amount to our nmonthly expenses. Many
people in St. Louis live insimlarly sized and age
homes, and nmany of themwork jobs that didn't allow for
themto participate in this nmeeting. Wrking class
peopl e are being squeezed financially fromevery
direction these days. An additional 10 percent to gas,
a necessity, going into a projected very cold winter
woul d be devastating to the residents of St. Louis.
Spire has already increased rates last winter. Now
they're trying to increase rates again to cover the
bungling of the St. Louis pipeline.

The people in Mssouri shouldn't bear the
burden of Spire's mstakes. Spire is pushing dirty

infrastructure that pollutes their state with pipelines
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that infract gas and they need to see the witing on the

wal | and realize that gas isn't the future and stop
trying to strong armunnecessary gas infrastructure into
our state. W can send this nessage by not allow ng the
rate increase. It wll put the burden of Spire's

m st akes on Spire and not on the people of Mssouri. |
want to thank the Mssouri Public Service Conm ssion

and pl ease vote no on the proposed rate increase and
protect the people of Mssouri. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Danner. Would
anybody else like to offer comments at this time?

MR. ECCHER: Yes, sir. Frederick Eccher.

JUDGE CLARK: Say your nane again, Sir.

MR. ECCHER: Frederick Eccher

JUDGE CLARK:  Would you spell it, please.

MR ECCHER: F-r-e-d-e-r-i-c-k E-c-c-h-e-r.

JUDGE CLARK: M. Eccher, would you raise your
right hand to be sworn.

MR ECCHER: Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you solemmly swear or affirm
that the testinony you' re about to give at this | ocal
public hearing is the truth?

MR ECCHER: Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: What would you like to tell the

Comm ssi on?
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FREDERI CK ECCHER,
having been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:
MR ECCHER: Al right. | have a quick
reference I'mgoing to give you all. Referencing My

16, 2022 utilities Last Week Tonight wth John Oiver.
Just a few points to bring up so that you can al ways
wat ch that episode later. UWilities Accountability 101
Is the | aw says they should spend the |east they can
while providing quality environnental |y safe service as
of January 20, 2021. That was about mnute mark six
mnutes in for me. There's al so unnecessary projects
that are possibly even m smanaged still make about 10
percent profit on average. So nmy comments is that Spire
I's making noney. They're definitely spending nore noney
than they want to and they're mshandling it. That's a
| evel of m smanagenent right there. It's been stated
t hat people are maki ng $700, 000.

JUDGE CLARK: Hold on a second, M. Eccher.

THE STENOGRAPHER:  Judge, | didn't hear the
| ast coupl e sentences that he said. If he could just
back up just alittle bit.

JUDGE CLARK: Could you back up a sentence or
two, M. Eccher.

MR ECCHER: Al right. So I'll just repeat

that |ast sentence which is basically it's been stated
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here that the Board menbers are making 700,000 to 5

mllion, 5.6 mllion. That's like -- As a government
contractor, | just made 85 grand. |'mdoing just fine.
| don't need 5.6 mllion. | just retired recently. 1'm
not worried about ny bills so nmuch as --

JUDGE CLARK:  You cut out there for just a
second. M. Eccher --

MR ECCHER: I'msorry. | have to go to an
appoi ntnment pretty soon. | wanted to get in here.

JUDGE CLARK:  You cut out for just a second.
Go ahead.

MR. ECCHER: But my main concern is that
people are just going to keep doing it. There is no
I ncentive for themnot to m smanage any projects or to
keep people fromhaving to go to get help which doesn't
al ways help. So that's what | wanted to put on record
as a VA captain retired, US Arny captain. That's all
|'ve got to say, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your comments, M.
Eccher.

MR ECCHER: Al right.

JUDGE CLARK:  And who else would like to offer
comrents to the Conm ssion today?

M5. OBRIEN. | would like to make a comment,

pl ease.
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JUDGE CLARK: | heard a wonan there. Wuld

you go ahead and say your nanme and spell it for the
court reporter.

MS. OBRIEN. Ckay. M nane is Jennifer
OBrien. First name is J-e-n-n-i-f-e-r, last name
OBrien, O'-B-r-i-e-n. |'mjust a consuner.

JUDGE CLARK: Ms. OBrien, would you raise
your right hand and be sworn, please.

M5. O BRIEN: Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you solemly swear or affirm
that the testinony you are about to give at this |ocal
public hearing is the truth?

M5. OBRIEN. Yes, | do.

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go ahead with your
comment s.

JENNI FER O BRI EN
having been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

M5. OBRIEN. kay. The first coment is that
| think that an increase just having service to the
house that | only have gas furnace and the house
originally was built as an electric house. So | pay a
m ni num anount just to get gas fromthe curb to the
house nmonthly. And if it's going to go up |ike another
$10, that's a significant increase and | wanted to

conment on that.
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And sonebody el se had made a comment that

having an all electric house it wouldn't be nore
efficient. And the house I've lived in for the last 20
years was initially all electric, had a heat punp and
was very efficient. It was built well. And ny conbined
electric and gas are simlar to what it was just all
electric. 12 years ago when we needed to replace the
heat punp, we couldn't find anybody in the St. Louis
area to work on a heat punp. Even the conpany that had
installed the heat punp no | onger had ol der people that
knew how to work it or had even seen a heat punp. So
everything |'ve read recently says that the heat punp is
environnmental |y better and for the whol e environnent
better than both gas and electric. So having an all
el ectric house was very efficient, but we couldn't find
somebody to work on it. So now we pay al nost $25 a
mont h, you know, at |east nine nmonths out of the year
for not having heat on. And so to have it go up anot her
$10 seens |like a very significant increase. That's ny
comrent .

JUDGE CLARK: Ms. O Brien, thank you for your
comment s.

MR FERDVAN. I'd like to nake a comment to
t he Conm ssi on.

JUDGE CLARK: Yes, sir. \Wat's your nanme?
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MR. FERDVAN. Harvey Ferdnman, Ha-r-v-e-y

F-e-r-d-ma-n

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. I'mgoing to ask you if
you can turn your volume up or get close to your
m crophone. And woul d you pl ease spell your nane again?

MR FERDMAN: |s this better?

JUDGE CLARK:  Yes.

MR. FERDVAN. Harvey, Ha-r-v-e-y, Ferdnan,
F-e-r-d-ma-n

JUDGE CLARK: (kay. M. Ferdman, woul d you
rai se your right hand to be sworn.

MR FERDMAN:  Ckay.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you swear or affirmthat the
testinony you' re about to give at this local public
hearing is the truth?

MR, FERDVAN. | do.

JUDGE CLARK:  Thank you. M. Ferdman, if you
woul d go ahead and offer your comments to the
Conm ssi on.

HARVEY FERDVAN
having been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

MR, FERDVAN. Thank you very nuch. | just
want to ask the Conm ssioners to be sure that there's no
doubl e di pping taking place because Spire gas provider

al so owns STL -- Spire STL Pipeline and it seens |ike
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there's an opportunity for STL Pipeline to raise the

prices to Spire and then Spire to say oh, therefore we
have to raise the prices to our custonmers when all along
it's themraising their prices to thenselves. So just
want to make sure, |I'msure the Conm ssioners are well
aware of that, but | just want to nmake sure that that's
bei ng | ooked at. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you, M. Ferdman,
for your coments. Is there anybody el se who would |ike
to offer comments to the Conm ssion?

DR. FOLEY: This is Dr. Shawn Fol ey.

JUDGE CLARK: Dr. Foley, would you please --

DR. FOLEY: Thank you, Your Honor.

JUDGE CLARK:  Would you pl ease spell your name
for the court reporter.

DR FOLEY: | wll, yes. S h-a-wn F-o-l-e-y.

JUDGE CLARK: M. Foley, would you raise your
right hand to be sworn.

Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the
testinony you are about to give at this local public
hearing is the truth?

DR FOLEY: | do. However, | wll also state
sone of this is opinion, yes. Yes, | wll not [ie.

JUDGE CLARK: That's all | ask, M. Foley --

Dr. Foley. If you would like to at this time, please,
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what woul d you like to tell the Conm ssion today?

DR, SHAWN FOLEY
having been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

DR FOLEY: Yeah. Thank you, Your Honor,
menbers of the Commission. M name is Dr. Shawn Fol ey.
|'ma Kansas City resident. Based on what | heard today
in the Q%A portion, | did just want to learn, and | did,
and al so fromthe coments portion so far, seens to ne
this request would be a clear violation of public trust
to satisfy private interests.

My understanding is this is the second
off-cycle rate increase within a year, the |ast one
being | heard winter. | didn't get a date on that. And
that basically it's, this is what we were told in the
QRA, it's to repay investors, ensure that base salaries
are available to cover |aborers but also to cover
executives and nenbers of the board maki ng conpensation
in the hundreds of thousands, in some cases in the
mllion dollar range. That's base conpensation to be
cl ear.

It's also to ensure that stocks remain
heal thy; that they can neet EPF cal cul ations and pay
their dividends. There was al so, of course, this
Infrastructure need that seens to be above and beyond

what the public would have had any opportunity to choose
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| i ke maybe the fracking or sonething |ike this.

In general, however, it was very unclear due
to the conplicated financial nodel nultiple private
I nterests what was really going on here other than what
|'ve already stated. So it's clear to ne the additional
money and rate increase is really going to support this
financial nodel, perhaps a flawed nodel. There was one
person that cane in and explained that they felt it was
very flawed. And as a result, it seens that sonme of the
need here is being msrepresented. It's being
represented as a reinvestnent that will go to serve the
public good when, in fact, a portion or possibly even
the largest portion would instead go to further private
interests and exploit the public resource for profit.

The answers provided in the Q%A expl ained the
need to pay investors and conpensate private conpanies
that Spire principals and | eadership either work with or
have direct financial interest in supporting. Instead,
| woul d suggest that Spire basically |look at their
current profits, which we've heard today, maybe reduce
the dividends paid to sharehol ders, maybe reduce
executive based conpensation or use other business
rigors to make up this shortfall, especially since
they're already very profitable. And you've heard that

today from ot hers.
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So please vote no. But if you do vote yes,

woul d suggest in that case some consideration for
seniors on a fixed income and non-seni ors making | ess
than 176, 000 per year or the 24 percent federal tax
bracket to be exempt from any increase.

If thisis really that critical for the public
good and for public resource, let the nost privileged
citizens anong us, that would include me and ny famly,
shoul der this burden for the good of all. For the
record, | would Iike you to vote no. But if you have to
be yes, then please consider going to the people who are
the nost privileged in the state and not put this burden
on anyone who is struggling at this tine and thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Dr. Foley, for your
comments. | have no questions about them

|'s there anybody el se who would like to offer
coments to the Conmssion at this tine?

MS. PINNER  Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: Yes. M'am would you please
say your nane and spell it for the court reporter.

M5. PINNER: M nane is Katherine Pinner,
K-a-t-h-e-r-i-n-e, Pinner, P-i-n-n-e-r.

JUDGE CLARK: Ms. Pinner, would you raise your
right hand to be sworn.

Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the
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testinony you are about to give at this local public

hearing is the truth?

MS. PINNER: | do.

JUDGE CLARK:  And what comments would you Iike
to offer to the Conm ssion today?

KATHERI NE PI NNER,

having been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

MS. PINNER: In ny nei ghborhood we had neters
replaced. The neter that | have shows that it went in
I n August of 2020, which was a nmere two years ago. \Wen
that neter went in, | do not believe that it was
installed by a Spire enployee. | believe that that
position was outsourced. And |ooking back, it would be
good to look at the record at the |ast date because |
believe it was replaced fairly recently before that. So
It's a question of how frequently do these neters really
need to be replaced. The community that | live in, and
nyself, 1'Il speak for nyself, | would rather see cost
savi ngs than accurate real tine data as was suggested by
Spire. |'mnot worried about being able to | ook at how
fast |'musing, but rather | would be nore concerned
with the rate that |'mgetting charged. And | do
believe that others may have that simlar concern.

Ri ght now across the board 401k's are in

reduction. People's salaries are getting reduced. This
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Is at all levels of our society. People are |osing

their jobs due to unconstitutional nedical mandates.
And so at a tine when we have an econom c recession, is
this the time to be raising rates for utility unless
it's warranted?

Spire within the last five years had an
I nnovation strategy whereby they were | ooking at
expandi ng their business nodel to include additional
met hods for netering, and these were
commercial /industrial applications. This was when they
were | ooking at providing netering services to
commercial clients and industrial. And | would ask how
successful have those endeavors been, because if they
haven't, in a normal business nodel you don't then, you
know, ook at that as being a very -- a business that
woul d warrant additional funding going in to cover
basel i ne costs.

So their success in their innovation strategy
shoul d be paying for these additional at |east baseline
infrastructure. That would then be an issue with
executive leadership. I'ma little concerned what |'m
hearing as executive |eadership salaries are going up
wi th an unheal thy business nodel. That is the end of ny
comrents. Thank you for your consideration.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Pinner.
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MR CLIZER  Your Honor --

JUDGE CLARK:  Yes.

MR CLIZER -- | just wanted to get you
before you noved on to another person. John Cizer with
OPC. My | pose a question to the wi tness?

JUDGE CLARK: Ms. Pinner, are you still
avail abl e to answer a question?

M5. PINNER |'m here.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. M. dizer, go ahead and
ask your question

MR CLIZER: Really quick. You nentioned a
met er replacenent in 2020. Are you saying your current
meter was installed in 2020 or you had a neter installed
In 2020 that was then replaced?

MS. PINNER: The meter is show ng a date of
8/ 20, and | have had the meter | believe replaced tw ce
since I've been in this home and that's within the |ast
17 years.

MR CLIZER: Thank you, ma'am Thank you
Your Honor. | have no further questions.

MS. PINNER:  You're wel cone.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. Ms. Pinner, again,
thank you for your comments and thank you for answering
the question. |s there anybody el se who would like to

make conments to the Commission at this tinme?
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M5. SJUE: Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: Yes, na'am Would you pl ease
say and spell your name for the record.

M5. SJUE: Sure. It's Janelle, J-a-n-e-1-I-e,
| ast nane Sjue, S-j-u-e.

JUDGE CLARK: And Ms. Sjue, would you raise
your right hand to be sworn.

Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the
testinony you are about to give at this local public
hearing is the truth?

MS. SJUE: | do.

JUDGE CLARK: What would you like to tell the
Comm ssi on today?

JANELLE SJUE,
havi ng been first duly sworn, testified as follows:

M5. SJUE: | amin graduate school and
studyi ng some financial nodeling. | would draw a point
to have the Comm ssion | ook at the conpensati on packages
of the executives of Spire, and | do realize that the
Spire enployees are trying to parse it out as different
line items. But Mark Darrell nade $1.254 million.
Suzanne Sitherwood nade $5.3 million. Steven Lindsey
made $2.1 million. So I would just have the Conmi ssion
exam ne that. That doesn't seemto be Mssouri to me.

|"ve lived in Mssouri 25 years. And Mssouri being the
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Show Me State, | don't feel like that is equivalent to

what a normal M ssourian is dealing with economcally at
this tine.

| would also just draw out that earlier in the
QRA Spire representatives said that no federal funds
were received by Spire, and | would |ike to point out
that their energy assistance programis actually through
the US Department of Health and Human Services Low
| ncone Home Energy Assistance. So those are federal
dollars that Spire takes advantage of to hel p homeowners
pay their gas bills. So that is federal noney that
Spire receives.

So | would say that too that they aren't even
aware of where their finances are going obviously or
where they come from And thirdly, | would say in a
sound busi ness nodel you woul d have on years of
excessive net income that you woul d reinvest or put
money toward future expenses, that being infrastructure,
technol ogy, we're all |ooking at expenses in cyber
security and things |ike that. That should conme out of
your profitable net incone from previous fiscal cycles
and not necessarily fromclients who are obligated in
this situation to pay that there's not another option.

"' mjust wondering since we're noving outside

of the three-year budget cycle, there was a rate
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I ncrease | ast Novenber, if this isn't actually a market

failure and we are seeing an instance of a private
entity not being able to fulfill civic duty and being
able to fulfill the needs of the Mssourians at this
time and if this isn't an exanple of where anot her
entity needs to come in. So | would just draw attention
to that as well. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for your comments. Is
there anyone el se who would like to offer comments to
the Conm ssion at this tinme?

MS. SHEBIK: | would, please.

JUDGE CLARK: Yes, please. Wat's your nanme?

M5. SHEBI K: Karen, K-a-r-e-n, Shebik,
S-h-e-b-i-k. | also work for a --

JUDGE CLARK: Ms. Shebik, would you raise your
ri ght hand and be sworn.

MS. SHEBIK:  Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you solemmly swear or affirm
that the testinony you are about to give at this |ocal
public hearing is the truth?

MS. SHEBIK:  Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: |I'msorry to interrupt. Please
go ahead.

KAREN SHEBI K,

having been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:
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MS. SHEBIK: | work for a Fortune 500 conpany

who al so reported under-anticipated profits this past
year. They had to reanalyze their infrastructure. They
had to elimnate products they were no | onger serving
the conpany well. They also had to | ook at sone of
their departments and either replace or elimnate sone
positions. So there are many enpl oyees they've del ayed
rai ses for four nmonths so that they could reinvest that
money into the conpany versus having to pass that burden
on to the custonmer and raise prices. So | request that
Spire take a look at that option first, please. Thank
you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Shebik, for your
comrents. | don't have any questions.

|'s there anybody el se who would like to offer
coments to the Conmission at this tine?

Ckay. (Going once, going tw ce, going three
tinmes. Anybody?

MR MXSS: Please don't turn Mssouri into
California. That's why | left.

JUDGE CLARK: |'massumng that's M. Mss?

MR MXSS. Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: Al right. Wuld the
Commi ssioners |ike to make any closing remarks?

COMWM SSI ONER HOLSMAN:  Thanks, Judge. This is
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Comm ssioner Holsman. | just want to thank everybody

for taking their tine to express their opinions. W do
appreciate it. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.

M5S. MEYER I'msorry. | couldn't unnute.
Can | make one nore comment ?

JUDGE CLARK: Yes. Wio is speaking, please?

MS. MEYER: Thank you. M name is Sandi
Meyer. It's S-a-n-d-i. Meyer is Me-y-e-r.

JUDGE CLARK: Ms. Meyer, would you raise your
right hand to be sworn. |'mgetting a | ot of feedback.

Do you have the TV or sonething on in the background?

MS. MEYER  Yeah, sorry. I'moutside. 1've
got -- I'mworking kind of thing. I'mtrying to be
quiet. Is this better?

JUDGE CLARK: | certainly understand. | thank
you for show ng up today.

Ms. Meyer, do you solemmly swear or affirm
that the testinony you're about to give at this |ocal
public hearing is the truth?

M5. MEYER Yes, | do.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. What would you like to
tell the Conm ssion?

SANDI MEYER,

having been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:
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MS. MEYER (kay. M comment is | |ooked up

their -- Spire's net income, net incone, net. For the
first nine nonths of this year it was over $220 mlli on.
| suggest that they take their rate increase out of
that. That's nmy comment. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Meyer.

"1l ask one nore tine is there anybody el se
who | mssed would like to offer a cooment? 1'd like to
at this time thank everybody who participated in today's
| ocal public hearing. The Conm ssion takes these things
very seriously. This is the only chance that they
really get outside of the evidentiary hearing where we
hear mainly fromparties to hear fromratepayers. So |
appreci ate everybody taking tine out of their day to
of fer comments to the Comm ssion to attend this hearing.

Now, you nmay get hone |ater today and realize
that you did not nmake a comment and you wanted to neke a
comment or you may get honme and talk to somebody and
they may indicate that they wanted to make a comment but
were unable to attend. |If you would |ike to nmake
written comrents to the Conm ssion, you are wel come to
do so. You can neke written comrents by contacting the
O fice of the Public Counsel or by using the enil
address pscinfo@sc. mo.gov or by going to the Public

Service Conmmi ssion's web page. There should be a link
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there to | eave comments.

I f you do decide to | eave comments, please be
sure to include the case nunber if possible. The case
nunber in this case is GR-2022-0179. [I'Ill ask at this
time for parties, is there anything el se that the
Comm ssion needs to take up today at this local public
hearing before we adjourn? Spire Mssouri?

DR FOLEY: Hi, this is Dr. Shawn Fol ey agai n.

JUDGE CLARK: Yes, Dr. Foley.

DR. FOLEY: Just one other thing occurred to
me, Your Honor. |'mnot sure if this nakes sense. W
al so heard that there's litigation currently in process
and 1'mnot sure what types of sanctions mght be there
as well. Perhaps another thought is should rate
I ncreases even be considered if current litigation
around business practices are being, you know, are
actually moving their way through the courts. So maybe
the whole idea of a rate increase gets paused when
there's some question of business practices. Thank you,
Your Honor, and the Conm ssion. Thank you guys for
everything today.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you again, Dr. Foley, for
your suppl emental comments. Those will be added to the
record.

Spire, is there anything the Comm ssion needs
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to take up at this tine?

MR, APLI NGTON:  Yes, Your Honor. | just want
to make sure that everyone on the phone knows that our
dedicated text [ine of comunity support specialists is
still open and will be for the rest of the day. The
nunmber is in the chat. 1'Il repeat it here. |It's
314-339-8762. You can also visit our website
spi reener gy. conf assi stance to find out nore about the
progranms we discussed in the QA section. Thank you
Your Honor, and thank you to the Conm ssioners for being
here.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Aplington.
Anything fromthe Conm ssion staff that needs to be
taken up at this tine?

MR. COSPER: No, Your Honor.

JUDGE CLARK:  Anything fromthe Ofice of the
Publ i ¢ Counsel ?

MR, CLIZER: No, Your Honor. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Al right. Again, 1'dliketo
t hank everybody for their participation today. |[|'ll
rem nd sone of you that there is a local public hearing
in Kansas City on the 18th at 6:00 p.m | believe
that's at the Klice Community Center. So if you have
any desire to attend an in-person public hearing, you

are nore than wel cone to attend there and offer coments
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as well or get further information at the Q%A session

Wth that, I'mgoing to adjourn this hearing.
We will go off the record. Thank you very nuch for your
participation.

COW SSI ONER HOLSMAN:  Thank you, Judge.

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Thank you, Judge.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you so nuch,
Conmmi ssi oner s.

(Thereupon, the hearing concluded at 2:16

p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M SSOURI )
COUNTY OF COLE )

|, Beverly Jean Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640, do
hereby certify that | was authorized to and did
stenographically report the foregoing remote Public Service
Conm ssion | ocal public hearing and that the transcript,
pages 1 through 49, is a true record of ny stenographic
not es.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor am| a relative or counsel connected with the
action, nor aml| financially interested in the action.

Dated this 27th day of QOctober, 2022.

Bupandy, Jean, Berded

Beverly Jea'r[;j Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640
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