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MEMORANDUM

TO:
Missouri Public Service Commission Official Case File

 
Case No. IE-2003-0069, Modern Telecommunications Company
FROM:
Rosella Schad, P.E.

Engineering & Management Services Department


/s/ Lisa Kremer  12/23/02__________
/s/ William K. Haas  12/23/02_____


Engineering & Management Services/Date
General Counsel Division/Date

SUBJECT:
Application of Modern Telecommunications Company for Waivers of Certain 


Requirements Contained in A Prior Commission Order FILLIN "TYPE SUBJECT OF MEMORANDUM" \* MERGEFORMAT 
DATE:
December 23, 2002

On August 26, 2002 Modern Telecommunications Company (Modern) filed an Application for Waivers of Certain Requirements Contained in A Prior Commission Order.  

By Order dated July 11, 1995 in Case No. TM-95-142, Modern was granted a certificate of service authority in connection with the transfer of assets from GTE Midwest Inc. to Modern, subject to a Stipulation And Agreement (Stipulation) between Modern, Staff and Public Counsel.  Subparagraph 12.e of the Stipulation adopted in Case No. TM-95-142 obligated Modern to maintain continuing property records (CPRs), to establish a property unit catalog and to submit copies of the records and catalog to the Depreciation Department Manager within one year of the effective date of the Commission’s Order.  

In addition, Subparagraph 12.f of the Stipulation obligated Modern to file a comprehensive depreciation study to the Depreciation Department Manager within three years of the effective date of the Commission’s Order approving the Stipulation, or together with the filing of any rate case, whichever occurred first.  Both of these unfulfilled obligations by Modern were noted in Staff filings for the Joint Application of Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company and Modern for Approval to Merge in Case No. TM-2002-465.

With regard to the first noted obligation, Staff concurs with Modern’s filing that the requirement of paragraph 12.e of the Commission’s July 11, 1995 Order in Case No. TM-95-142 has now been fulfilled with the issuance to Staff on August 22, 2002 of Modern’s most currently available continuing property records and property unit catalog.  Staff recommends the Commission find this obligation has been subsequently met and that the Commission waive the original obligation to comply with 12.e within the one year time frame.  

With regard to the second noted obligation, Staff concurs with Modern’s filing for a waiver of the requirement of Subparagraph 12.f.  Staff witness Rosella Schad, P.E. concluded in Case No. TM-2002-465 that sufficient plant data for Modern’s three exchanges is not available and that her engineering analysis has shown the appropriateness of using Staff’s current standardized telecommunications depreciation rates for depreciation of Modern’s plant assets.  Staff believes good cause has been shown on the recommended waiver and that waiver of this requirement is within the discretionary authority of the Commission.
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