BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of CenturyTel Solutions, LLC, for Certificate of Service Authority to Provide Basic Local Exchange, Interexchange and Local Exchange Telecommunications Services in the State of Missouri and for Competitive Classification.
	)))))
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	Case No. LA-2004-0105


Staff Reply to MITG Response to Staff Recommendation


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and states:

1.
 On December 2, 2003, the Missouri Independent Telephone Company Group (MITG) filed its MITG Response to Staff Recommendation and to CenturyTel.  MITG summarizes its filing by suggesting that “there are questions of fact and/or law with respect to whether the public interest is served by allowing a wholly-owned or controlled CLEC to obtain toll authority in its parent ILEC exchanges.”   The Staff offers this reply to MITG’s filing.

2.
 The MITG raises no question of fact or law that has not been previously addressed by the Commission.  MITG’s suggestion that an incumbent local exchange carrier (LEC) should not be allowed to form an affiliate that provides interexchange (IXC) service overlooks cases where this Commission granted interexchange service authority to an ILEC’s affiliate.  

3.
Sprint Missouri, Inc. is a Missouri ILEC that has an affiliated competitive local exchange carrier (CLEC) that also provides IXC services.   Sprint Communications Company, L.P. is certificated as both a CLEC and an IXC, and provides IXC services in territories served by Sprint Missouri, Inc.  Sprint Communications Company, L.P. was granted a certificate of service authority to provide IXC services on March 3, 1987 in Case No. TA-87-45.  

4.
Furthermore, Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc. d/b/a Southwestern Bell Long Distance offers IXC services in Missouri and is affiliated with Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P. d/b/a SBC Missouri.  Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc. was certificated to provide IXC services in Missouri on November 27, 2001 in Case No. TA-2001-475.

5.
The Staff continues to support its recommendation filed on November 26, 2003, and has no objections to granting CenturyTel Solutions, LLC the requested authority.


WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully offers this reply to the MITG Response to Staff Recommendation and to CenturyTel.
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