BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Application of Time Warner

)
Cable Information Services (Missouri), LLC, for a
)

Certificate of Service Authority to Provide Local and
)
Case No. LA-2004-0133

Interexchange Voice Service in Portions of the State
)

of Missouri and to Classify Said Service as

)

Competitive.






)

ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On September 12, 2003, Time Warner Cable Information Services (Missouri), LLC d/b/a Time Warner Cable filed with the Missouri Public Service Commission an Application for Certificate of Service Authority to Provide Local and Interexchange Voice Service and for Competitive Classification.  Thereafter, a number of companies sought intervention for the purpose of discussing Voice over Internet Protocol, the service for which Time Warner appeared to seek authority to provide.  To better understand the issues surrounding Time Warner’s proposed service, a prehearing conference was held on November 21, 2003.

As a result of discussions during the prehearing conference, the parties agree that the service Time Warner seeks authority to provide does not necessitate a general discussion of VoIP and would not be appropriate in this case.  Consequently, concerns regarding VoIP have been withdrawn.  However, all parties, except the Staff of the Commission, the Office of the Public Counsel and ALLTEL Missouri, object to Time Warner being granted a certificate to provide local exchange service rather than basic local service.

The parties objecting to the characterization of the service Time Warner seeks to provide argue that the service Time Warner proposes to offer is basic local service; therefore, Time Warner should be subject to the same regulatory restrictions and obligations that are associated with basic local service.  Staff states that although it does not necessarily agree with Time Warner’s characterization of the nature of its business, it supports Time Warner’s plea for local exchange (and not basic local exchange) certifica​tion.  Time Warner and the Office of the Public Counsel agree with Staff. 

This matter is now at issue and a prehearing conference and procedural schedule are appropriate to ensure its prompt resolution.  At the prehearing conference, the parties or their representatives should be prepared to discuss the nature of any discovery each will conduct and the interval necessary for its completion; the number of witnesses each expects to call at hearing; the number and nature of any exhibits each expects to offer at hearing; and the anticipated length of the hearing.  The parties or their representatives should also be prepared to discuss the current status of settlement negotiations.  It is expected that the prehearing conference will provide an opportunity for the parties to further pursue settlement discussions.

The parties shall jointly file a proposed procedural schedule.  The proposed procedural schedule shall establish dates for the filing of a list of the issues to be deter​mined by the Commission and statements by the parties of their position on each such issue.  The proposed procedural schedule shall also include a date for the filing of a list of the witnesses to be called on each day of hearing, the order in which they shall appear and the order of cross-examination agreed upon by the parties.  The proposed procedural schedule shall also establish dates for the evidentiary hearing.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That a prehearing conference shall be held on January 30, 2004, beginning at 10:00 a.m., in Room 305 of the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri  This building meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate in the prehearing conference, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the prehearing.

2. That the parties shall file a proposed procedural schedule, as described in the body of this order, no later than February 13, 2004.

3. That this order shall become effective on December 30, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 30th day of December, 2003.

PAGE  
3

