
In the Matter of the Can�ellation of the )
Certifi�ates of Servi�e Authority and )
A��ompanying Tariff of Group Long )
Distan�e, In� .

	

)

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Case No. TD-2007-

MOTION TO OPEN CASE AND CANCEL
CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE AUTHORITY AND ACCOMPANYING TARIFF

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Pu�li� Servi�e Commission (Staff) and moves

that the Commission �an�el Group Long Distan�e, In� .'s �ertifi�ates of servi�e authority to

provide �asi� lo�al and interex�hange tele�ommuni�ations servi�es and its tariff . In support of

its Motion, Staff respe�tfully states as follows :

1 . In O�to�er 1996, the Commission granted Group Long Distan�e, In� . a �ertifi�ate

to provide intrastate interex�hange tele�ommuni�ations servi�e in Missouri in Case No . TA-97-

72 . The Commission approved the �ompany's tariff, P .S.C. MO TARIFF No.1 in the same �ase .

2 . In May 1998, the Commission granted Group Long Distan�e, In� . a �ertifi�ate to

provide �asi� lo�al tele�ommuni�ations servi�e in Missouri in Case No . TA-98-112 . The

�ompany never su�mitted a tariff to provide these servi�es .

3 . The we� site of the Offi�e of the Missouri Se�retary of State reports that the

authority of Group Long Distan�e, In� ., a Florida �orporation, to do �usiness in Missouri was

revoked on De�em�er 31, 2002 �e�ause the �ompany failed to file its Annual Registration

Report. Se�tion 351 .602.3 RSMo. (2000) states that "[t]he authority of a foreign �orporation to

transa�t �usiness in this state �eases on the date shown on the �ertifi�ate revoking its �ertifi�ate

of authority ."



4. Messages left on a personal answering ma�hine at one telephone num�er provided

to the Commission �y the �ompany re�eive no response, and other telephone num�ers provided

�y the �ompany are no longer in servi�e . Mail sent to the address provided �y the �ompany has

�een returned as undelivera�le. See Appendix A .

5 . Group Long Distan�e, In�., owes no assessments or annual reports . Its 2004 and

2005 �alendar year annual reports �oth refle�t that the �ompany had no revenues and no

�ustomers in Missouri .

6 . Staff �elieves that Group Long Distan�e, In�., has violated the terms of its

�ertifi�ate �y its failure to keep the Commission informed of its �urrent telephone num�er or

provide �urrent �onta�t information . Se�tion 392.210(2) RSMo. (2000) states, among other

things, "The �ommission shall at all times have a��ess to all a��ounts, re�ords and memoranda

kept �y tele�ommuni�ations �ompanies . . . ." Be�ause Group Long Distan�e, In�., has failed to

keep the Commission informed of a �urrent address or telephone num�er, the Commission is

una�le to �onta�t the �ompany . Therefore, Group Long Distan�e, In� ., has denied the

Commission a��ess that is required of the Commission under Se�tion 392 .210(2) RSMo. (2000) .

Certainly, Group Long Distan�e, In� ., has denied the Commission its a�ility to supervise

tele�ommuni�ations operations and servi�es as statutorily mandated under Se�tion 386 .250

RSMo. (2000) .

7 .

	

No �ustomers have �onta�ted the Commission with �omplaints a�out Group Long

Distan�e, In�., sin�e the �ommen�ement of the Commission's EFIS system .

8 .

	

The Commission has the authority to �an�el a tele�ommuni�ations �orporation

�ertifi�ate pursuant to Se�tion 392 .410.5 RSMo (Supp . 2006), whi�h provides :
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Any �ertifi�ate of servi�e authority may �e altered or modified �y the �ommission
after noti�e and hearing, upon its own motion or upon appli�ation of the person or
�ompany affe�ted.

However, the Commission need not hold a hearing, if, after proper noti�e and opportunity to

intervene, no party requests su�h a hearing . State ex rel . Rex Deffenderfer Enterprises, In� . v.

Pu�li� Servi�e Commission, 776 S.W.2d 494 (Mo . App. 1989) .

9 . Thus, the Commission has the authority to �an�el the �ertifi�ate of servi�e

authority it granted to Group Long Distan�e, In� ., to provide intrastate interex�hange

tele�ommuni�ations servi�es in Missouri in Case No . TA-97-72, as well as the �ompany's tariff,

PSC MO TARIFF No .1 ; and also, its �ertifi�ate of servi�e authority to provide �asi� lo�al

tele�ommuni�ations in Case No . TA-98-112. Su�h an a�tion is supported �e�ause the �ompany

is required to wind up its operations in Missouri as it has lost its authority to do �usiness here ;

and �e�ause the Commission's Staff is una�le to �ommuni�ate with the �ompany .

10 .

	

This pleading is �eing served upon the most re�ent address provided to the

Commission �y the �ompany. It is also �eing served �y �ertified mail upon its registered agent .

WHEREFORE, the Staff re�ommends the Commission �an�el the �ertifi�ate of servi�e

authority it granted to Group Long Distan�e, In� ., to provide a �ertifi�ate to provide intrastate

interex�hange tele�ommuni�ations servi�e in Missouri in Case No . TA-97-72, as well as the

�ompany's tariff, P .S.C. MO TARIFF No .1 ; and also its �ertifi�ate to provide �asi� lo�al

tele�ommuni�ations servi�es granted in Case No . TA-98-112 .
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Offi�e of the Pu�li� Counsel
Governor Offi�e Building, Suite 650
200 Madison Street
P. O. Box 7800
Jefferson City, MO 65102

John L. Hearne
Registered Agent for Group Long Distan�e, In� .
300-B East High Street
Jefferson City, MO 65101
(Via Certified Mail)

Certifi�ate of Servi�e

I here�y �ertify that �opies of the foregoing have �een mailed or ele�troni�ally mailed to all
parties of re�ord as shown �elow this April 9, 2007 .

/s/ David A. Meyer

4

Respe�tfully su�mitted,

/s/ David A. Meyer

David A. Meyer
Senior Counsel
Missouri Bar No. 46620

Attorney for the Staff of the
Missouri Pu�li� Servi�e Commission
P.O. Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102
(573) 751-8706 (Telephone)
(573) 751-9285 (Fax)
david.meyer(i),ps�.mo.gov

Group Long Distan�e, In� .
P. O. Box 534
1 Cavalier Court
Ringoes, NJ 08551-0534
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STATE OF MISSOURI

COUNTY OF COLE

Comes now Sherri L . Kohly, employee of the Staff of the Missouri Pu�li� Servi�e Commission,
�eing of lawful age and after �eing duly sworn, states that the affiant has read the a��ompanying
pleading, and that the fa�ts therein are true and �orre�t to the �est of her knowledge .

VERIFICATION

Su�s�ri�ed and affirmed �efore me this 9th day of April 2007. I am �ommissioned
as a notary pu�li� within the County of Cole, State of Missouri, and my
�ommission expires on

	

q

I - - a-t�3

ROSEMARY R. ROBINSO
Notary Pu�i� - Notary Seal

State of Missouri
County of Caliawa

M Commission Ex 093/2008

APPENDIX B
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