BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Laclede Gas
)
Case No. GT‑2003‑0032
Company.
)
Tariff No. JG‑2003‑0048

ORDER RESCHEDULING HEARING DATE

AND AMENDING PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

By order issued August 29, 2002, the Commission adopted the parties’ proposed procedural schedule, with a few minor modifications, and set this matter for hearing on October 3, 2002.  On September 18, 2002, both the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and the Missouri School Boards’ Association (MSBA) filed motions requesting that the Commission reschedule the hearing to October 7, 2002.  The Commission denied the requests by order issued September 19, 2002.

On September 26, 2002, MSBA filed a Renewed Motion to Amend Procedural Schedule.  The motion reiterates that counsel for MSBA has a long-scheduled engagement that will take him out of the country until October 4, 2002; therefore, he would be unable to participate in the October 3, 2002, hearing.  MSBA also notes that in the related case, GT‑2003‑0034, In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Union Electric Company, d/b/a AmerenUE, the hearing had been set for October 7, 2002.  However, a Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement and request to cancel the hearing was filed in that case on September 26, 2002.  MSBA requests that the Laclede hearing date be moved from October 3, 2002, to October 7, 2002, noting that the other parties mutually agree to this request.
The Commission has reviewed the Commission’s hearing calendar and the request to reschedule the hearing.  The Commission finds that, due to an unrelated scheduling conflict, it would also be beneficial to the Commission to reschedule the hearing.  The Commission will reschedule the hearing to October 7, 2002, as requested, and will slightly modify the remaining procedural dates.

Pursuant to the authority of 4 CSR 240‑2.140 (Briefs and Oral Arguments), and in light of the expedited nature of this case, the Commission will require oral arguments at the conclusion of the hearing.  Thereafter, the Commission will permit one round of simultaneous briefing.

The opening statements must be limited to a very brief and factual statement which outlines the evidence which the party intends to offer on the issues under consideration.  The closing arguments offer wide latitude for the party to reflect upon all relevant evidence which has been adduced, and any inferences or conclusions which may be drawn from that evidence.  The briefs shall provide specific citations to the transcript, exhibits or points of law in support of that party’s position.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the evidentiary hearing is rescheduled from 8:30 a.m. on October 3, 2002, to 8:30 a.m. on October 7, 2002, in Room 310 of the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  The Governor Office Building is a facility that meets accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the hearing should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or 1‑800‑829‑7541 (TDD) prior to the hearing.

2. That the procedural schedule is amended as follows:

Position Statements, Witness List,
September 30, 2002

Order of Cross-examination, and
4:00 p.m.

Rebuttal Testimony

Evidentiary Hearing
October 7, 2002


8:30 a.m.

Expedited Transcript
October 8, 2002

Briefs, and Proposed Findings of Fact
October 10, 2002

and Conclusions of Law
12:00 noon

3. That this order shall become effective on September 30, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 30th day of September, 2002.
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