                                                          STATE OF MISSOURI

  PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
At a Session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 20th day of August, 2002.

In the Matter of the Application of Western

)
Communications, Inc., for Certificates of Service
)
Authority to Provide Basic Local, Local Exchange
)
Case No. LA-2003-0027
Access, and Interexchange Telecommunications
)
Services in the State of Missouri and to Classify 
)
Said Services and Company as Competitive

)

ORDER DENYING MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT

On July 31, 2002, Western Communications, Inc., filed an application for certificates of service authority to provide basic local, local exchange, exchange access, and interexchange telecommunications services with the Missouri Public Service Commission.  With the application, Western filed a motion for expedited treatment, seeking Commission approval of its application by August 23, 2002. 


Also, on July 31, 2002, under case number LM-2003-0028, Western is applying for approval to transfer assets and subscribers of Logix Communications Corp., and for a waiver of Commission Rule 33.150.  Commission Rule 33.150 delineates procedures requiring a telecommunications carrier to obtain consent from subscribers before changing a subscriber’s telecommunications carrier.


On August 1, 2002, the Commission issued an order to Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, directing that Staff inform the Commission of when Staff would submit a memorandum in this matter.  Staff submitted a status report on August 9, 2002, informing the Commission that upon review of Western’s financial information, Western failed certain financial tests used by Staff to determine if an applicant has sufficient financial resources as required by Section 392.455(1), RSMo 2000.  Staff indicates in its status report that it is open to discussing these concerns with Western, prior to Staff submitting its memorandum.  Staff notes that it is not likely that the request for expedited treatment can be met.


Additionally, as required by Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.075, applications for intervention must be filed within 30 days after the Commission gives notice of a case.  Notice in this matter was given on August 6, 2002, with an intervention deadline of September 5, 2002.  The intervention deadline is beyond the date (August 23) Western seeks approval of its application.  The Commission does have the authority under this rule to order that the intervention deadline be otherwise set.  However, doing so would be inconsistent with Staff’s concerns about Western’s financial condition.  For these reasons, Western’s motion for expedited treatment is denied.


IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:


1.
That the Motion for Expedited Treatment filed by Western Communications, Inc., is denied.


2.
That this order shall become effective on August 30, 2002. 



BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe, Gaw and Forbis, CC., concur

Jones, Regulatory Law Judge

3
3

