BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Western Communications, Inc. for Certificates of service authority to Provide Basic Local, Local Exchange, Exchange Access, and Interexchange Telecommunications Services in the State of Missouri and to Classify Said services and Company as competitive 
	))))

)

)

)
	Case No. LA-2003-0027




Staff Recommendation

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its recommendation states:

1.
In the attached Memorandum, which is labeled Appendix A, the Staff recommends that the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) approve the adoption by Western Communications, Inc. (Western or Applicant) of the PSC Mo. No. 1, 2 & 3 Tariff pages of Logix Communications Corp. (Logix) and notice the assignment of the Southwestern Bell Telephone Company (SWBT)/ Logix Interconnection Agreement to Western.

2.
Western has filed for approval of the following pages:

PSC Missouri Tariff No. 1, Original Title Page, First Revised Adoption Notice, First Revised Page 2; PSC Missouri Tariff No. 2, Second Revised Sheet 1, Original Adoption Notice Page, First Revised Sheet 2; PSC Missouri Tariff No. 3, First Revised Title Page, Original Adoption Notice Page, First Revised Page 4.   

In its memorandum, Staff recommends approval of the above tariffs and pages.  

3. 
Section 252(i) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (47 U.S.C. 252(i)) provides that “[a] local exchange carrier shall make available any interconnection, service, or network element provided under any agreement approved under this section to which it is a party to any other requesting telecommunications carrier upon the same terms and conditions as those provided in the agreement.”

4.
This Commission approved an interconnection agreement between SWBT and Logix in Case No. TO-99-101.  Staff has no objection to the bankruptcy court’s assignment of the Logix/SWBT interconnection agreement to Western.  SWBT, Logix and Western were all signatories to the Stipulation filed before the bankruptcy court, which was included in Western’s Notice of Assignment of Interconnection Agreement.

5.
Western has requested the Commission decide this matter before October 4, 2002.  Staff has no objection to this request.

WHEREFORE, the Staff recommends that the Commission, at its earliest convenience, grant Western Communications, Inc. adoption of the Logix Communications Corp. Mo PSC No. 1, 2  & 3 Tariffs and notice the assignment of the Southwestern Bell Telephone Company/ Logix Communications Corp. Interconnection Agreement to Western Communications, Inc.    
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