BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of CenturyTel 
)

Solutions, LLC, for Certificate of Service Authority
)


to Provide Basic Local Exchange, Interexchange
)
Case No. LA-2004-0105
and Local Exchange Telecommunications Services 
)

in the State of Missouri and for Competitive
)

Classification
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING 

Syllabus:  This order directs the Office of the Public Counsel to inform the Commission whether it still wishes a hearing.  

On August 20, 2003, CenturyTel Solutions, LLC, filed an application for a certificate of service authority to provide basic local exchange, interexchange and nonswitched local exchange telecommunications services.  The Commission issued a Notice of Applications on August 26, giving potential intervenors until September 25 to ask to intervene.

On September 24, the Missouri Independent Telephone Company Group filed an Application to Intervene in Opposition to Granting of Service Authority, and Request for Hearing.
  MITG opposes the application because it claims CenturyTel Solutions wishes to compete in the same exchanges as its parent companies, CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, and

Spectra Communications Group, LLC d/b/a Century Tel.  Both CenturyTel of Missouri and Spectra are incumbent local exchanges companies, and, according to MITG, allowing CenturyTel Solutions to compete in its parent companies’ exchanges is against the public interest.  The Office of the Public Counsel voiced concerns similar to those of MITG on September 26, and requested an evidentiary hearing.    

On October 26, CenturyTel Solutions filed a Motion for Leave to Amend by Interlineation Application for Certificate of Service Authority and for Competitive Classification.  CenturyTel Solutions amended its application to delete its request for certification to provide basic local exchange telecommunications services in exchanges served by CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC and Spectra Communications, LLC d/b/a CenturyTel.  MITG renewed its request for intervention on November 18.  Staff filed its Recommendation on November 26, asking the Commission to deny MITG’s application to intervene and to approve the application without a hearing.  

In light of CenturyTel Solutions’ amended application, the Commission is unsure of OPC’s position on a hearing.  The Commission will direct OPC to inform the Commission whether OPC still requests an evidentiary hearing and, if so, on what grounds.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Office of the Public Counsel shall file a pleading informing the Commission whether it still wishes an evidentiary hearing no later than December 12, 2003. 

 That this order shall become effective on December 3, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Ronald D. Pridgin, Regulatory Law

Judge, by delegation of authority

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 3rd day of December, 2003.
� The Missouri Independent Telephone Company Group consists of Alma Communications Co., Chariton Valley Telephone Corp., Choctaw Telephone Co., Mid-Missouri Telephone Company, Mo-Kan Dial Inc., and Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Co.  
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