BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Big River Telephone
)

Company, LLC, to Expand Its Certificate of Basic Local
)

Service authority to Include Provision of Basic Local

)
Case No. LA-2003-0551

Telecommunications Service in CenturyTel and Spectra
)

Exchanges and to Continue to Classify the Company

)

and Its Services as Competitive.





)

ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER

This order establishes the Commission’s standard protective order for use in this case.

On June 12, 2003, Big River Telephone Company, LLC, filed an application to expand its certificate of basic local telecommunications service authority to include the provision of services in the exchanges of CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, and Spectra Communications Group, LLC.  On June 16, 2003, Big River filed a Motion for Protective Order.  In support of the motion, Big River states that the Commission’s Staff has requested certain competitively sensitive financial information that the Company believes should be protected against public disclosure.  The Company further states that none of the informa​tion for which a claim of confidentiality is made can be found in any format in any public document.  Big River requests that the Commission issue its standard protective order.

Upon review of the company’s motion, the Commission finds that there is a need to protect confidential information and the request for a protective order is reasonable.  The Commission has previously recognized the need to protect confidential information, and the issuance of protective orders has helped to minimize disputes in past cases.  Therefore, the Commission concludes that a protective order should be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Motion for Protective Order filed on June 16, 2003, by Big River Telephone Company, LLC, is granted and the protective order attached to this order (Attachment A) is adopted.

2. That this order shall become effective on June 17, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 17th day of June, 2003.
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