Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Fidelity Telephone Company for Authority to File, Establish, and Put into Effect New, Increased, or Revised Rates and Charges for Telephone Service.
	)))))
	Case No. IR-2004-0272

	
	
	


MOTION FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff” and “Commission”) and for its Motion for Establishment of Procedural Schedule states:


1.

On December 30, 2003 Fidelity Telephone Company submitted proposed tariff sheets intended to implement a general rate increase for telephone service provided to its customers in Missouri. 


2.

On January 13, 2004 the Commission issued a Suspension Order and Notice, in which it set a prehearing conference in the case for January 30, 2004, and directed the parties to file a proposed procedural schedule on or before February 10, 2004.  Conversations among the parties and intervenors have been held before, during, and since the prehearing conference. The parties were not able to agree on a schedule of dates to recommend to the Commission. Therefore, Staff, after consulting with the other parties to the case, proposes the following options for a procedural schedule for the Commission’s consideration:

Option A:

Staff, OPC and Intervenors Direct Testimony (Revenue Requirement):
March 18, 2004

Staff, OPC and Intervenors Direct Testimony (Rate Design):

March 22, 2004

Prehearing Conference:






March 30-31, 2004

Rebuttal Testimony:







April 12, 2004

Issues List, Order of Witnesses and Order of Cross-Examination:

April 14, 2004

Surrebuttal Testimony:






April 26, 2004

Statement of Positions:






April 28, 2004

Evidentiary Hearing:







May 3 – 6, 2004  

Transcript:








Expedited

Initial Briefs:








May 19, 2004

Reply Briefs:








May 24, 2004 

Option B:

Staff, OPC and Intervenors Direct Testimony (Revenue Requirement):
March 11, 2004

Staff, OPC and Intervenors Direct Testimony (Rate Design):

March 15, 2004

Prehearing Conference:






March 18-19, 2004

Rebuttal Testimony:







March 29, 2004 









(Noon)

Issues List, Order of Witnesses and Order of Cross-Examination:

April 2, 2004

Statement of Positions:






April 2, 2004

Surrebuttal Testimony:






April 5, 2004

Evidentiary Hearing:







April 7-9, 2004 

Briefing Schedule







To be determined 

3.
Staff recommends the adoption of Option A, as it provides Staff, as well as OPC and the Intervenors, with an additional week to conduct its audit and to prepare its direct testimony.  A week is not an insignificant amount of time in the compressed 150-day suspension period allowed for a small telephone company rate case under Section 392.230.5, RSMo.  This schedule also provides more time between the filing of rebuttal and surrebuttal and the evidentiary hearings.  Also, because of the compressed schedule, Staff recommends only one round of simultaneous briefs on May 19, 2004, under Option A.  The schedule above shows a reply brief, if necessary, due on May 24, 2004. Staff believes that only Option A will provide a schedule that allows it present a thorough case and adequately respond to rebuttal testimony and prepare for hearing.     

WHEREFORE, Staff prays that the Commission grant its Motion for Establishment of Procedural Schedule by adopting one of the proposals set out above.
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