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MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its Motion for the Commission to issue a Protective Order in this Case states:


1.  The Staff has filed with the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) in this case a Motion to Open Case for the purpose of investigating the facts pertaining to the scope of the Commission’s jurisdiction over Aquila’s interests in certain assets and to receive the results of the Staff’s investigation.  


2.  Included in that motion is information that Aquila has deemed to be confidential in a filing with the Kansas Corporation Commission on the basis that it includes “confidential business information that has not been made available to the public and relates to a business transaction that has yet to be completed.”


3.  The Staff agrees with Aquila’s characterization of the information and that release of this information not only may prevent the consummation of this particular transaction, it may also chill other similar transactions.  To the Staff’s knowledge none of the information claimed by Aquila to be confidential can be found in any format in any public document.

4.  Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.085 sets out the Commission’s procedure for seeking the issuance of a protective order.  The rule, in pertinent part, provides:  

Any party seeking a protective order in any case, shall request such by separate pleading denominated “Motion for Protective Order.”  The pleading shall state with particularity why the moving party seeks protection, and what harm may occur if the information is made public. The pleading shall also include a statement that none of the information for which a claim of confidentiality is made can be found in any format in any other public document.


5.
Attached hereto as Attachment A is an exemplar of the protective order that the Commission typically issues in contested cases.


WHEREFORE, having complied with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.085, the Staff moves the Commission to issue a protective order substantially in the form of the exemplar protective order attached to this motion. 
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