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Staff’s Motion for Leave to Late-File

Accounting Schedules and For Expedited Treatment

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and for its motion for leave to late-file its accounting schedules in this case and for expedited treatment states:

1. On October 23, 2003 the Commission issued its order in which it adopted the procedural schedule that governs this case.  In that order the Commission set a filing date of December 9, 2003 for the Staff to file its direct testimony supporting and relating its determinations of Aquila’s revenue requirements for its electric and steam operations in Missouri.

2. Staff has filed the testimony of numerous witnesses regarding its determination of Aquila’s revenue requirement; however, the Staff has not yet filed the accounting schedules that show both numerical calculations performed by the Staff and the Staff’s determinations of Aquila’s revenue requirements.

3.  As it was preparing to file the accounting schedules on the afternoon of December 9, 2003, the Staff realized the existence of errors affecting the accounting schedules it had prepared for filing that same day, including the Staff’s determinations of Aquila’s revenue requirements.  Rather than filing accounting schedules that the Staff knows are erroneous, the Staff is withholding the filing of its accounting schedules until it can correct the errors it knows of and prepare new accounting schedules for filing in this case.  While it is diligently working to do so, the Staff is unsure that it can timely file the new accounting schedules; thus, this request for leave to late-file its accounting schedules by no later than 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 10, 2003.

4. The Staff has made Aquila aware of the issue and Aquila has graciously stated that it has no objection of an extension until tomorrow for the Staff to file its accounting schedules in this case and that the Staff may so represent in its request to the Commission for an extension of time to file the accounting schedules.

5. The Staff is not seeking additional time to file its accounting schedules for the purpose of delay or to hinder prosecution of this matter but, rather, to promote efficiency in its prosecution.

6.
No party should suffer prejudice by a delay of one day in the filing of the Staff’s accounting schedules; and, instead, should be well-served by receiving the Staff’s best determinations of Aquila’s revenue requirements, rather than determinations that the Staff knows to be erroneous.

WHEREFORE, for good cause shown, the Staff requests that the Commission, on an expedited basis, grant it until 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 10, 2003 (one additional day) to late-file its accounting schedules in the above-captioned case.
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