BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Western Communications, Inc. for Certificates of service authority to Provide Basic Local, Local Exchange, Exchange Access, and Interexchange Telecommunications Services in the State of Missouri and to Classify Said services and Company as competitive 
	))))

)

)

)
	Case No. LA-2003-0027




Staff Status Report

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its status report states:

1.
Western Communications, Inc. (Western) filed an Application for Certificates of service authority to Provide Basic Local, Local Exchange, Exchange Access, and Interexchange Telecommunications Services on July 31, 2002.  Western has requested expedited treatment of its Application and is seeking Commission approval by August 23, 2002.  Additionally, in Case No. LM-2003-0028, Western is requesting the Commission approve a transfer of assets and subscribers of Logix Communications Corp. to Western and also requests a waiver of the applicable subscriber authorization and verification requirements for the change of customers’ primary local exchange carrier as set forth in 4 CSR 240‑33.150.  

2.
On August 1, 2002 the Commission issued an Order directing the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) to file a response notifying the Commission of when the Staff intended to file a recommendation regarding the application.  In its August 6, 2002 Notice of Applications, the Commission set the intervention deadline in this case as September 5, 2002.  On August 9, 2002, the Staff filed a report stating that it intended to file a recommendation in this case by September 6, 2002.

3.
Staff is currently reviewing the application and is unable to file its recommendation by September 6, 2002.  Staff feels it can file a recommendation by September 13, 2002.

WHEREFORE, the Staff reports that it intends to make a filing by September 13, 2002 in this matter.
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