BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Granite Telecommunications, LLC for a Certificate of Service Authority to Provide Intrastate Resold Interexchange Services and Resold and Facilities-Based Basic Local and Local Exchange Telecommunications Services, and for Designation as a Competitive Telecommunications Company.
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Staff Response to Commission Order Directing Filing


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its in response to the Commission’s Order Directing Filing of November 24, 2003, states:


1.
On November 24, 2003, Staff filed its Staff Recommendation, recommending that the Missouri Public Service Commission grant Granite Telecommunications, LLC (Applicant) a certificate to provide intrastate interexchange telecommunications services and a certificate to provide basic local exchange telecommunications services on a facilities and resold basis throughout all exchanges currently served by specified incumbent local exchange telecommunications companies.  Staff did not offer a position on local exchange telecommunications service, and the Commission directed Staff to file its position with regard to that portion of Applicant’s Application.  


2.

On the topic of local exchange telecommunications service, Staff recommends that the Commission grant the Applicant certificate of service authority to provide local exchange telecommunications service in accordance with Section 386.020(31), in addition to the intrastate interexchange telecommunications services and basic local exchange telecommunications services discussed above. The Commission has, on many occasions, previously approved certificates of the type the Applicant seeks.
  That is to say, the Commission has previously approved certificates to provide local exchange telecommunications service, without adding the condition that such authority be restricted to providing non-switched private line service (restricting a local exchange certificate to the provision of non-switched service would inhibit the holder’s ability to offer dial tone to subscribers; with such restriction in place, only non‑switched services, such as point-to-point data service, would be permitted).  Thus, Staff recommends that the Commission grant switched local exchange telecommunications service authority (e.g., dial tone type services) as defined in Chapter 386.020(31).

WHEREFORE, the Staff recommends that in addition to the recommendations made in its Staff Recommendation of November 24, 2003, that the Commission grant Granite Telecommunications, LLC, a certificate to provide local exchange telecommunications service in accord with Section 386.020(31).
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� See, for example, Case No. TA-96-322; RE: In the Matter of the Application of AT&T Communications of the Southwest, Inc. for a Certificate of Service Authority to Provide Basic Local Exchange and Local Exchange Services. See also, Case No. TA-96-347; RE: In the Matter of the Application of Dial U.S. for a Certificate of Authority to Provide Basic Exchange and Local Exchange Intrastate Telecommunications Services Within the State of Missouri. See also, Case No. TA-98-575; RE: In the Matter of the Application of MCImetro Access Transmission Services, LLC, for Certificates of Service Authority to Provide Basic Local Telecommunications Services, Local Exchange Telecommunications Services, Exchange Access Services, and Interexchange Telecommunications Services in the State of Missouri and for Competitive Classification.
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