Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri
	In the Matter of the Assessment Against the Public Utilities in the State of Missouri for the Expenses of the Commission for the Fiscal Year Commencing July 1, 2003.
	))))
	Case No. AO-2003-____


Motion to Establish Case and Enter Assessment Order 


COMES NOW the Staff of the Public Service Commission of Missouri, and states the following:

1. In order to assist the Commission in meeting the requirements of Section 386.370, RSMo 2000, for providing sufficient revenues to fund Commission operations, Staff has made an estimate of the expenses to be incurred by the Commission during the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2003, reasonably attributable to the regulation of public utilities as provided in Chapters 386, 392 and 393, RSMo.
2. Staff has determined that based upon the legislative appropriation for state FY 2004, the Commission’s revenue need is $17,715,103.  
3. Staff has separately estimated the amount of expenses directly attributable to such regulation of each of the following groups of public utilities:  electrical utilities, gas utilities, heating utilities, water utilities, sewer utilities and telephone utilities, as well as the amount of such expenses not directly attributable to any such group.  
4. As provided by law, Staff subtracted from the need amount the Public Service Commission Fund’s FY 2003 unexpended balance of $1,540,220, as allocated to each group of public utilities, noted above, in proportion to the respective gross intrastate operating revenue of the respective groups during the calendar year of 2002. Staff also subtracted from the need amount the estimated reimbursement from the Federal Gas Safety program.
5. Staff has determined the amounts allocated to each such group of public utilities, net of said estimated unexpended fund balance and federal reimbursement as follows:

	Electric 
	$5,781,083

	Gas 
	$4,011,381

	Heating
	$18,654

	Water 
	$1,025,306

	Sewer
	$291,591

	Telephone 
	$4,739,368

	TOTAL 
	$15,867,383


6. Attached to this filing are four worksheets Staff prepared which detail the computations used to arrive at its estimates and the assessment calculations by public utility group.
7. Staff requests the Commission to direct its Budget and Fiscal Services Department to calculate the amount of assessment against each public utility for the next fiscal year. It further requests that the Commission direct its Director of Administration to render a statement of such assessment to each public utility on or before July 1, 2003, pursuant to 386.370 RSMo 2000, with said assessment due and payable on or before July 15, 2003, or at the option of each public utility, payable in equal quarterly installments on or before July 15, 2003, October 15, 2003, January 15, 2004, and April 15, 2004, as provided by law.  
WHEREFORE, the Staff asks that the Commission open this case for the purpose of entering an order with respect to the FY 2004 public utility assessments that  adopts the cost estimates and assessment allocations contained in the worksheets prepared by Staff, directs the Commission’s Budget and Fiscal Services Department to calculate the amount of assessment against each public utility, and further, directs its Director of Administration  to render a statement of each public utilities assessment to each utility on or before July 1, 2003.
Respectfully submitted,
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