Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of a Proposed Amendment to Rule 4 CSR 240-31.060 – Missouri Universal Service Fund Assessments.

In the Matter of a Proposed Amendment to Rule 4 CSR 240-31.050 – Missouri Universal Service Fund Assessments.

In the Matter of a Proposed Amendment to Rule 4 CSR 240-33.050(4) – Telecommunications Service and Billing Practices: Residential Customer Inquiries.

In the Matter of a Proposed Rulemaking to Implement the Missouri Universal Service Fund End-User Surcharge.
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Motion to Consolidate Rulemakings


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its Motion to Consolidate Rulemakings respectfully states:


1.
On January 25, 2001, in Case No. TO-98-329, In the Matter of an Investigation into Various Issues Related to the Missouri Universal Service Fund, the Staff filed a proposal (Joint Proposal) for the low income/disabled portion of the Missouri Universal Service Fund (MoUSF) on behalf of all parties to the case.  The Joint Proposal contained several proposed rule changes.  The Commission found in its March 21, 2002 Report and Order Establishing Low-Income/Disabled Fund (Report and Order) that the Joint Proposal “is consistent with the Missouri Universal Service Fund statute,” and stated that the “Commission will, in separate orders, find that each of these rule changes is necessary.”  


2.
The Commission established the following four rulemaking cases after finding that the rulemakings were necessary to carry out the purposes of Section 386.210 et seq. and Section 392.010 et seq. RSMo 2000: Case No. TX-2002-442, In the Matter of a Proposed Amendment to Rule 4 CSR 240-31.060 – Missouri Universal Service Fund Assessments; Case No. TX-2002-443, In the Matter of a Proposed Amendment to Rule 4 CSR 240-31.050 – Missouri Universal Service Fund Eligibility; Case No. TX-2002-460, In the Matter of a Proposed Amendment to Rule 4 CSR 240-33.050(4) – Telecommunications Service and Billing Practices: Residential Customer Inquiries; and Case No. TX-2002-1026, In the Matter of a Proposed Rulemaking to Implement the Missouri Universal Service Fund End-User Surcharge.  

3.
The Commission’s authority to consolidate cases is found under 4 CSR 240-2.110(3) which states “when pending actions involve related questions of law or fact, the commission may order a joint hearing of any or all the matters at issue.”

4.
Case Nos. TX-2002-442, TX-2002-443, TX-2002-460 and TX-2002-1026 were established for the purpose of implementing the low income/disabled portion of the Missouri Universal Service Fund, and therefore, involve related questions of fact.  The Commission previously found that Case Nos. TX-2002-442, TX-2002-443, TX-2002-460 and TX-2002-1026 are necessary to carry out the purposes of Section 386.210 et seq. and Section 392.010 et seq. RSMo 2000, and therefore, all contain related questions of law.  For this reason, the Staff requests that the Commission consolidate these cases into a single proceeding.

WHEREFORE, the Staff requests that the Commission consolidate Case Nos. TX-2002-442, TX-2002-443, TX-2002-460 and TX-2002-1026.
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