BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company 

)

and Modern Telecommunications Company,

)








)





Petitioners,
)








)

     v.






)
Case No. TC-2002-57







)

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, et al., 

)







)





Respondents.
)

ORDER RESETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE,

GRANTING MOTIONS TO DISMISS PARTIES, AND

DENYING MOTION FOR LEAVE TO APPEAR

PRO HAC VICE
On June 25, 2004, the Commission set a prehearing conference in this matter for July 7, 2004.  On June 29, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, doing business as SBC Missouri, moved the Commission to reschedule the prehearing conference due to a conflict.  The parties exchanged e-mails in an effort to identify an alternative date and it appears that July 13 will serve.  

Sprint Missouri Inc. and Sprint Spectrum L.P., doing business as Sprint PCS, moved to be excused from the prehearing conference because all of their disputes with the Complainants have been resolved.  Indeed, they point out, the Complainants have moved to dismiss the Sprint Respondents from the case.  No point would be served by requiring the appearance of the Sprint Respondents at the prehearing conference.  

Also moving to be excused are the self-described VZW Respondents, consisting of Ameritech Mobile Communications, Inc., Ameritech Cellular, CMT Partners, and Verizon Wireless.  They point out that their disputes with Complainants have also been resolved and that motions to dismiss them with prejudice have been filed by the Complainants.  Like the Sprint Respondents, no purpose would be served by requiring the presence of the VZW Respondents.  

Rather than excuse the appearance of the now-unnecessary Respondents, the Commission will grant the motions to dismiss with respect to Respondents Sprint Missouri Inc., Sprint Spectrum L.P., doing business as Sprint PCS, Ameritech Mobile Communica​tions, Inc., Ameritech Cellular, CMT Partners, and Verizon Wireless.  Having been dismissed from the action, no appearance is necessary. 

Krista Tanner, an attorney licensed in Iowa, seeks leave to appear pro hac vice on behalf of Respondent United States Cellular Corporation.  The Commission cannot grant her request because it is not accompanied by a receipt showing payment of the mandatory $100 fee to the Clerk of the Missouri Supreme Court.  Mr. Gardner, U.S. Cellular’s local counsel, can appear at the prehearing conference for U.S. Cellular.  

Finally, Lisa Creighton Hendricks moved for leave to withdraw as counsel for the Sprint Respondents on June 30.  The dismissal of those Respondents from this action renders that motion moot.  

The parties shall be prepared to discuss and develop a procedural schedule at the prehearing conference.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the prehearing conference previously set for Wednesday, July 7,  2004, is canceled.

2. That a prehearing conference shall be held on Tuesday, July 13, 2004, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The prehearing conference shall be held at the Commission’s offices at the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, Room 305.  The Governor Office Building is a facility that meets the accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the prehearing conference should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the prehearing conference. 

3. That the Motions to Dismiss filed on June 14, 2004, by Complainant Alma Telephone Company and on June 22, 2004, by Complainants Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company, Chariton Valley Telephone Corporation, and Mid-Missouri Telephone Company, with respect to claims against Sprint Missouri Inc. and Sprint Spectrum L.P., doing business as Sprint PCS, are hereby granted, with prejudice.  The Data Center shall remove Sprint Missouri Inc. and Sprint Spectrum L.P., doing business as Sprint PCS, from the service list maintained in this case.  

4. That the Motions to Dismiss filed on October 7, 2003, by Complainants MoKan Dial, Inc., Chariton Valley Telephone Corporation and Mid-Missouri Telephone Company, with respect to claims against Ameritech Mobile Communications, Inc., Ameritech Cellular, CMT Partners, and Verizon Wireless, are hereby granted, with prejudice.  The Data Center shall remove Ameritech Mobile Communications, Inc., Ameritech Cellular, CMT Partners, and Verizon Wireless from the service list maintained in this case.  

5. That the Motion for Leave to Appear and Participate on Behalf of United States Cellular Corporation, filed on June 9, 2004, by Krista Tanner, is denied as explained above.  

6. That this order shall become effective on July 1, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )
Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri, 

on this 1st day of July, 2004.  
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