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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

 
In the Matter of The Empire District Electric Company’s   ) 
Request for Authority to File Tariffs Increasing Rates for Electric )   Case No. ER-2019-0374 
Service Provided to Customers in its Missouri Service Area  ) 
 

OBJECTIONS TO OFFERS OF EVIDENCE 
 

COMES NOW The Empire District Electric Company, a Liberty Utilities company 

(“Empire” or the “Company”), and respectfully submits its Objections to Offers of Evidence 

with regard to pre-filed testimony and other items that have been offered to the Missouri Public 

Service Commission (“Commission”) for admission into the record as evidence in this 

proceeding. 

1. On January 28, 2020, the Commission issued its Order Denying Public Counsel’s Motion 

to Modify the Test Year. The order provides “Asbury’s retirement is best addressed in Empire’s 

next rate proceeding.”  

2. On February 19, 2020, the Commission issued its Order Denying Motion for 

Reconsideration, stating: “The Commission will not modify the test year, nor allow isolated 

adjustments for Asbury’s retirement to be addressed in this general rate proceeding. The 

Commission will address the impacts of Asbury’s retirement in Empire’s next rate proceeding, 

which Empire states it will file upon the conclusion of this proceeding.” 

3. Despite the issuance of these two orders, as well as a directive from the Regulatory Law 

Judge in response to a motion for clarification from the Staff of the Commission, the Office of 

the Public Counsel (“OPC”) continued to pre-file testimony regarding its positions with regard to 

the impacts of Asbury’s retirement and continued to serve numerous data requests on this issue. 

All such testimony and other items presented by OPC on these issues are wholly irrelevant to the 

decisions that the Commission is to render in this case, and, as such, this testimony and other 
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items offered by OPC should not be admitted into the record as evidence in this proceeding.  

4. With regard to OPC’s offers of evidence submitted on April 17, 2020, the following 

offered testimony should not be admitted into the record, as the same is in direct contravention of 

the Commission’s orders referenced above:  

Ex. 205 Mantle Surrebuttal   p, 7, FN 12 
p. 9, lines 6-10 
p. 20, lines 2-10 

  Ex. 207 Marke Rebuttal  p. 12, lines 7-11 
  Ex. 209 Marke Surrebuttal  p. 9, line 8 – p. 11, line 23 
  Ex. 218 Robinett Rebuttal  p. 1, lines 9-12 
        p. 2, lines 9-18 
        p. 3, lines 13-19 
  Ex. 219 Robinett Surrebuttal  all 
 
Also, with regard to OPC’s offers of evidence submitted on April 17, 2020, the following items 

should not be admitted into the record, as the same are in direct contravention of the 

Commission’s orders referenced above: exhibits 260-271 and 275. 

WHEREFORE, The Empire District Electric Company submits its Objections to Offers 

of Evidence for the Commission’s consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Diana C. Carter 
Diana C. Carter   MBE #50527 
428 E. Capitol Ave., Suite 303 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Joplin Office Phone: (417) 626-5976 
Cell Phone: (573) 289-1961 
E-Mail: Diana.Carter@LibertyUtilities.com 

 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that the above document was filed in EFIS on this 6th day of May, 
2020, with notification of the same being sent to all counsel of record. 

 
/s/ Diana C. Carter 


