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June 16, 2000

Mr. Dale Hardy Roberts
Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
Missouri Public Service Commission

P.O. Box 360

Tefferson City, MO 65102-0360 Seidis

RE: EM-2000-369

Dear Mr. Roberts:

120 South Central - Suite 750
St. Louis, Missouri 63105-1794
Telephone (314) 863-1500

Facsimile (314) 863-1877

FILED?
JUN 1 6 2000 o+

l‘zqoun Publi
ic
COmmlssron

Enclosed for filing in the above-captioned case are an original and eight (8) conformed
copies of an APPLICATION TO INTERVENE filed on behalf of named Applicants and retired
employees of Empire District Electric Company.

This filing has been mailed or hand-delivered this date to all counsel of record.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

IBD:krw

Enclosures

Sincerely,

ROy

ames B, Deutsch

cc: Counsel of Record

(KW2553 WPD;1)




BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION F
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI / L D 2
JUN 1g o
In the matter of the Joint Application 200g /MJ
o . : Mi

of Utilicorp United Inc. and The Empire Serwggouﬁ .
District Electric Company for authority cOrnrgPlzc
to merge The Empire District Electric EM-2000-369 Ssion

Company with and into Utilicorp United
Inc. and, in connection therewith, certain
other related transactions.

APPLICATION TQ INTERVENE

COME NOW Albert Fuchs, George Dorsey, Jack De Graffenreid, Richard V. Vanwinkle,
Jack Wilson, Vernon Corkle, Verl Alumbaugh, Donald Crayne, Bill Athey and Glenn D. Rhoads
(“Applicants”), pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.075, and request leave of the Missouri Public Service
Commission (“Commission”) to intervene and become parties for all purposes in respect to the
proceedings related to the joint filing made herein by Empire District Electric Company (“Empire”)
and Utilicorp United Inc. (“Utilicorp™), on or about December 15, 1999, seeking Commission
approval of their proposed merger. In support thereof, Applicants respectfully state:

1. Applicants are retired former employees of Empire, having each completed a
sufficient number of years of employment to qualify for retirement benefits which were and are
provided by Empire, including health insurance for Applicants and their families. Applicants assert
that the proposed merger will directly and adversely effect their benefits as retired former employees
of Empire. Applicants herein represent their own interests in this proceeding, and also represent the
interests of approximately two hundred (200) similarly situated retired former employees of Empire
(as set forth in Appendix A hereto) whose retirement benefits will also be directly and adversely

effected by the merger proposed for the approval of this Commission by Utilicorp and Empire.




2, Similar interests to those of Applicants as above stated have been recognized by this
Commission as pertinent to proceedings concerning mergers, acquisitions and other business
combinations subject to Commission approval when they effect the interests of retired former
employees who will lose benefits under such business combinations.’

3. Correspondence and communications regarding this application, including service
of all notices and orders of this Commission should be addressed to:

James B. Deutsch
Blitz, Bardgett & Deutsch, L.C.
308 East High Street
Suite 301
Jefferson City, MO 65101
Telephone: (573) 634-2500
Facsimile: (573) 634-3358

4. On December 15, 1999, Utilicorp and Empire filed a Joint Application with this
Commission for authority to merge Empire with and into Utilicorp. By such transaction, Empire
District Electric Company will cease to exist and Utilicorp United Inc. will be the surviving entity.
Therefore, Utilicorp will take over administration of retirement programs previously created,
sponsored and administered by Empire for the benefit of Applicants and other Empire retirees.

5. By its Order and Notice effective December 27, 1999, this Commission ordered
notice be given to proper persons to provide an opportunity for interested parties to intervene in this

matter. Applicants herein did not receive such notice and, although aware of the proposed merger,

were unaware of the effect of the agreement and plan of merger on them as Empire retirees.

! See, In the Matter of the Joint Application of Western Resources, Inc., d/b/a Gas

Service and Southern Union Company, d/b/a Missouri Gas Energy, Case Number GM-94-40; 4 CSR
240-2.075(4) and (5); 4 CSR 240-2.060(8)(D).

2.




Requests to Empire for advice on the effect of the merger on retirement benefits yielded little useful
information and Applicants had no knowledge of the true effect of the merger on retiree health
insurance premiums until recently.

6. On or about early April, 2000 an anonymous letter/information sheet was received
by Applicants purporting to explain the effect of the merger on current health insurance premiums.
(This letter is attached hereto as Appendix B.) Such information sheet disclosed that after the
merger Utilicorp would increase the health insurance premiums paid by Empire until such retirees
were paying 100% of all health insurance premiums. Applicants and other Empire retirees, all
currently on fixed incomes, stand to experience massive unanticipated increases in out-of-pocket
expense for health insurance premiums as a result of the plan of merger.

7. On or about April 6, 2000, Empire responded to the information contained in
Appendix B by a letter which, while confirming the fact of the likelthood of increases, suggested
that the amount of the increases in health care premiums is presently indeterminable, (This April
6, 2000 letter from Empire is attached as Appendix C.) Such letter disclosed to Applicants that the
goal of the merger was to make retirees entirely responsible for their own health insurance
premiums.

8. By its “Order Granting Motion to Extend Filing Dates,” effective April 20, 2000, this
Commission extended the date for filing testimony in this case. Missouri Public Service
Commission staff has requested and received an extension of time to file its Rebuttal Testimony to
June 21, 2000. The deadline for filing Surrebuttal Testimony of the companies has been similarly
extended. Applicants intend to and will comply with such deadlines as currently ordered for filing
of testimony in this case, and will file Rebuttal Testimony to Utilicorp and Empire’s proposal on

.




June 21, 2000. Therefore, no prejudice to any party by delay will result from the Commission’s
granting of this Application to Intervene out of time.

9. Applicants believe that the merger of Utilicorp and Empire is not in the public
interest and should be either disapproved or approved only on certain conditions by this
Commission. Empire is a financially sound and highly rated investor owned utility substantially
through and because of the efforts of retirees such as Applicants who have built and maintained the
company through long and loyal service. Such loyalty and service was engendered by Empire’s
promise of retirement benefits which would protect these long time employees after their ability to
work and earn had ended. No attempt to accommodate these former Empire employees has been
made and the companies have instead attempted to conceal the adverse impact on these retirees. The
adverse impact of the merger on Applicants’ interests will be entirely unaddressed unless that
interest is recognized by and presented to the Public Service Commission. Applicants therefore
represent an important and vital interest, which is at issue in this proceeding and which will not and
cannot be represented adequately by any other party, such interest being one which 1s direct and
immediate to Applicants and which defers from that of the general public. Applicants assert that
allowance of intervention will aid the Commission in protecting and advancing the public interest.
Therefore, it is in the public interest that Applicants be permitted to intervene in this proceeding so
as to protect their own interests and the interests of similarly situated retirees which no other party
is in a position properly to represent and protect.

10.  Pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.075(2), Applicants state that they oppose the request for
approval of the merger on the terms currently presented because of the extreme adverse financial
hardship imposed by its terms upon Applicants and other retirees, and the absence of any other
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relief, remedy or course of action available to Applicants for protection of their financial interests.
The dramatic increases in health care insurance premiums sought to be cast upon this group of
Empire retirees poses a substantial risk of transferring current company obligations to the taxpayers
of the State of Missouri, burdening government with health care obligations which are rightly those
of the company. Therefore, Applicants also oppose the proposed merger on the general public
policy grounds that the merger as proposed is against the public interest and against their own
interests as citizens and taxpayers of Missourt. Further, Empire’s current health care trust fund
reserve, set aside for payment of the benefits currently received, may be converted after the merger
and proposed changes to the health insurance premium payment responstbility, to the company.
This result is contrary to law and the public interest.

11.  Alternatively, should this Commission determine that Applicants’ request to
intervene be denied, Applicants request, pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.075(6), participation without
intervention and amicus curiae status. Applicants have fully disclosed their interests in the
proceeding in the foregoing paragraphs and have stated their clear intent to take a position in
opposition to the proposed merger. Applicants assert that the contentions raised by Applicants are
relevant to the agreement and plan of merger and to the merger issues heretofore presented in this
matter, and that Applicants have a critical need to be heard on the issues raised. Although
Applicants strongly believe they should be allowed to intervene as parties and urgently request they
be granted intervention; they must at minimum be allowed to address the issues presented herein
before this Commission through participation.

WHEREFORE, Applicants herein respectfully request that this Commission grant leave
to intervene as parties in this matter to Applicants to protect those interests they represent; that
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Applicants be allowed to file testimony by June 21, 2000 and participate in any hearing in this

matter; that, altematively, participation without intervention or as amicus curiae be allowed for the

presentation of the interests of Applicants at any hearing in this matter; that the request for approval

of the merger, filed December 15, 1999, be carefully reviewed for its impact on Empire retirees and

that it not be approved as currently proposed or that it be approved only with such conditions as will

assure that Applicants and other retirees will be fully protected from the adverse consequences of

recently disclosed dramatic increases in their health insurance premiums; and for such other and

further relief as may be deemed appropriate by this Commission in the circumstances.

Respectfully submitted,

BLITZ, BARDGETT & DEUTSCH, L.C.

es B. Deutsch, #27093
8 East High Street
Suite 301

Jefferson City, MO 65101
Telephone No.: (573) 634-2500
Facsimile No.: (573) 634-3358

Attorneys for Applicant/Intervenors




VERIFICATION

STATE OF MISSOURI )
) $5.
COUNTY OF COLE )

Comes now James B. Deutsch, and having been first duly sworn, states that he is counsel for
the within Applicants for intervention and has been duly authorized to file this Application; that he
has read and is familiar with the contents thereof and that the statements therein are true and correct
to the extent of his knowledge, information and belief.

L]

es B. Deutsch

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand and my official seal at my office
in Jefferson City, Cole County, Missouri, on this / &Z&day of June, 2000.

A bMuG,R- L

Notary Public
My Commission Expires: _'1- 13- 0% KIMBERLY R, WILLIAMS
Notary Public - Notary Seal
STATE QF MISSOURI
Cole County
CERTIFICATE QF SERVIC y Comrnission Expires: July 19,2003

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing Application for Intervention by U.S,
Mail, postage prepaid, addressed to all parties by their attorneys of record as provided by the
Secretary of the Commission and shown on the sheet following.

Dated: ?bad [ 4 ,J-O 0G4

(KW2490.WPD;1)

g.

es B. Deutsch




CASE NO: EM-2000-369

Office of the Public Counsel
P.O. Box 7800
Jefferson City, MO 65102

James C. Swearengen/Paul A. Boudreau
Brydon, Swearengen & England, P. C.

P. O. Box 456

Jefferson City, MO 65102-0456

William A. Jolley

Jolley, Walsh, Hurley & Raisher
204 West Linwood

Kansas City, MO 64111

Jeffrey A. Keevil

Stewart & Keevil Law Offices
1001 Cherry St., Suite 302
Columbia, MO 65201
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General Counsel

Missouri Public Service Commission
P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Shelley A. Woods
Assistant Attorney General
P. 0. Box 176

Jefferson City, MO 65102

William J. Nichoff

Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE
P. O. Box 66149 (MC 1310)

St. Louis, MO 63166

Stuart W. Conrad

Finnegan, Conrad & Peterson

3100 Broadway,1209 Penntower Office
Kansas City, MO 64111
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Sherri Hanke
Ri. 3 Box 3916
Anderson Mo 64831

Joe W Netil
1203 Rosemary Ave.
Aurora Mo 65603

Archie R Provance
1409 S, Jefferson
Aurora Mo 65605

June Kenyon
19315 Lawrence 2227
Aurcra Mo 65605

(nhel Lane
413 W South St
Aurcra Mo 65603

Robert L. Kenyon
604 Terrace dr.
Aurora Mo 65603

BettyBurnett
" Rt2, Box 163
Aurora Mo 65605

Frances Compton
1037 Lincoln Avenue
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Clara Babb
1532 Washington Ave.
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Joan M Hutchings
2600 E 12th
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Helen Price
618 E. 36th
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Ruth Anderson
2627 SE 70th Terrace
Baxter Springs Ks 667(3

Esther Jones
Unit 705

1101 S. Arlington Ridge Rd.

Arlington Va 22202

Virginia M Ozbun
1224 E Church
Aurora Mo 65605

Dorothy I Provance
1409 S. Jefferson
Aurora Mo 65605

Vicla B Black
212 West College
Aurora Mo 65603

Neva Mccullah
506 W. Church st., apt. 3
Aurora Mo 65605

Frances L. Reeder
615 Highland dr.
Aurora Mo 65605

Donald E Schnelle
Rt 1
Aurora Mo 65605

Kathryn M Ray
TUS E, 2%h <. pla
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Pauline Johnson
1614 Lincoln Ave.
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Ronald W Judd
435E, 14th st
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Mildred Phillips
643 Wyandotte
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Margaret Crane
8698 S.E. 71ist St
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Doris Colwell
£110 E. Church
Aurora Mo 65605

Thelma Obrien
130 W. Swomitt
Aurcora Mo 65605

Donald L. Hargis
1410 Washington
Aurora Mo 65605

Robert H Sheller
3 Park Terrace
Aurora Mo 65605

Donald R Kepple
508 Kirkwood
Aurora Mo 65605

Ruth M Wallace
7 W, High
Aurora Mo 65605

Roberf ] Mckenzie
Rt.2
Aurora Mo 65605

Neal L Taber
II9E. Sthat
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Bertales Wood
1619 Cherokee
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Anna lee Campbetl
304 Washington
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Bill D Green
7586 S.E. Pence rd
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Vol:t Mccallister
8931 SE 72nd Terrace
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

APPENDIX A

Norman W Wilks
1202 Tyler
Aurara Mo 65605

Jack E Mayfield
1311 Waghington
Aurora Mo 65605

Virginia Peterson
Hudson House
1700b Hudson Ave,
Aurora Mo 65605

William G Medlin
411 Roosevelt
Avrcra Mo 65605

Marvin E Henson
510 Glendale dr
Aurora Mo 65603

Paut J Rauschelbach
962 Sunshine dr
Aurora Mo 65605

Hazel J Abbott
10114 SE 72nd Terrace
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Billy ] Hessee
1301 W. 19th
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Burette H Price
1635 Washington
Baxter Springs K5 66713

Joann Largen
545 E 24th
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Thomatt Rugan
8160 SE Star vd
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Harold E Getman
9GS5 Wyandotte
Baxter Springs Ks 66713



Geneva L Stallings
911 Southridge
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Edward D Lyon
Routz 2
Billings Mo 65610

Marie Parrish
209 N. Barker
Bolivar Mo 65613

Eleanor Rreynolds
526 E. Summit st.
Bolivar Mo 65613

Dorothy Fisher

1009 W. Broadway Stapt 6

Bolivar Mo 65613 1387

Glenn § Larose
217 Eastlake
Branson Mo 63616

Claudia B Gaunt
118 N. Locust
Buffale Mo 65622

Kenneth R Austin
307 N Miller
Car! Junction Mo 64834

Donald R Oplomik
504 E Wells
Carl Junction Mo 64834

Robert L Clement
18307 Cedar rd
Carthage Mo 64836

Glona Schenherr
2948 NW Hwy 7
Columbus Ks 66725

Paul W Churchill
North 6th Street
Columbus Ks 66725

Kenneth A York
/o Quaker Hill Manor
Kesidential Care

Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Olen Copeland
1014 S, Main
Bolivar Mo 65613

William D Moran
308 W South st.
Bolivar Ma 45613

Bobby L Miller
533 E Summit
Bolivar Mo 63613

James L, Rowland
1212 Timberlake rd
Branson Mo 65616

Billie B Carmiger
412 Shore Lane Drive
Branson Mo 65816

Jackie C Degraffenreid
116 Foursome
Car! Junction Mo 64834

George L Bames
346 Briarbrook Drive
Carl Junetion Mo 64834

Ratph D Woiford

% P Q Box 533

604 Valley dr.

Carl Junction Mo 64834

Floyd E Rustin
2039 Forest dr.
Carthage Mo 64836

Carter R Draeger
3657 S.W. Messer rd.
Columbus Ks 66725

Michael A Grant
P.O. Box 436
Columbus Ks 66725

Bill E Bilke
Rt 1 Box 238¢
Baxter Springs Ks 66713

Harold D Memillin
1520 W Qlive
Baolivar Mo 63613

Mary J Andrews
418 W Broadway
Bolivar Mo 65613

Ruth F Lightfoot
Butterfield Apt, B10!
Bolivar Mo 63613

Gary L Hilton
130 Carmen Lane
Branson Mo 63616

Earl R Camiger
412 Shore Lane Drive
Branson Mo 65616

Lou 'Ann Achey
209 Sunset Drive
Carl Junction Mo 643834

Martha Black
401 Elliott Drive
Carl Junction Mo 64834

Norma Mcbee
92 Hedge dr.
Carl Junction Mo 64834

Robert C Hood
Route | Box 516
Carthage Mo 64836

Robert W Johnson
505 N lindiana
Columbus Ks 66725

Colene Jackson
Rt. 3 Box 35
Columbus Ks 66725

Lucein A Qdell
#7 Dogwood dr,
Bella Vista Ar 72714

Stephen E Bameit
1720 N. Markei
Bolivar Mo 65613

Joe D Kirby
520 N Park Place
Bolivar Mo 65613

Loren [ Randles
P. O. Box 351]
Bolivar Mo 65613

Raymond W Wilson
176 Eagle Pointe dr.
Branson Mo 65616

Betsy Wimsatt
617 Eiserman
Branson Mo 65616

Marjorie Wright
228 Hillerest
Carl Junction Mo 643834

Jeffery D Lundien
502 Pennel}
Carl Junction Mo 64834

Henry A Maddox
P.0. Box 784
Carl Junction Mo 64834

Margaret Marrison

3799 S. Banana River Blvd.

Four Seasons 208
Cocoa Beach F 32931

Iva Reynolds
801 W. Maple
Columbus Ks 66725

Victor E Swaim
300 N. Cedar
Commarce Ok 74339



Carolyn Long
501 Meadowlark Lane
Commerce Ok 74339

Nancy Dooley
P.O.Box 2
Eudara Mo 65645

GladysBrown
119 Hobart
Forsyth Mo 65653

Ardela Dees
P.O. Box 326
Forsyth Mo 65653

Chester R Ryan
1201 Euelid
Galena Ks 66739

Cora M Mccullah
5525 SE 69th st
Galena Ks 66739

John A Shetley
814 Wall
Galena Ks 66739

Cleo Cook
Box 343
Granby Mo 64844

Jonas A Taylar
215 Jefferson
Greenfield Mo 65661

George L Dorsey
1428 Orchard Dr.
Grove Qk 74344,

Clifton Pippen
601 North Pine
Humansville Mo 65674

Frank F Kerr
109 N. Conner
Joplin Mo 64801

‘Linda Tappana

507 Jeffery Lane
Cotnmerce Ok 74339

Jimmie E Bryant
Rt 1 Box 250-a
Everton Mo 65646

Theroa H Hollaod
1330 Forsyth Tanneyville rd
Forsyth Mo 65653

Pauline F Murray
111 Skyview Terrace Apt. 5
Friendswood Tx 77546

Coleen Colgrove
1206 Yale
Galena Ks 66739

Donna Ryon

- 8IS E. 23rd st.

Galena Ks 66739

Raymond L Carlisle
818 Elm
(Galena Ks 66739

Mrs Elnier Shinpaugh
108 6th Ave. NE
Gravette Ar 72736

Morrison R Mantgomery Jr
219 Crestview dr,
Greenfleld Mo 65661

Edward L Pflug
32251 8. 616 rd.
Grove Ok 74344 8173

Marie Furman
908 E 17th Ave Ap. DI
Flutchinson Ks 67501

Lorene Knapp
125 Friendship cr.
Joplin Mo 64801

Charlene Duncan
P.O. Box 74
Crestline Ks 66728

Howard R Bover
Box 406
Fairland Ok 74343

Viola Hicks
150 Sunken Forest dr, 3-139
Forsyth Mo 65653

Bamey Fenoglio
709 North Cayuga
Frontenac Ks 66763

David L Shoemaker
12271 Harrison Lane
Galena Ks 66739

John P Cayle
6886 S.E. Lostine rd
Galena Ks 66739

Raymond C Dixon
Rt1
Galena Ks 66739

Mary Orpha Douglas
602 6th Ave. S.W.
Gravette Ar 72736

LuciileFranklin
403 Touey Ave,
Greenfield Mo 65661

Suste Bridges
7332 Sieloff Drive
Hazlewood Mo 63042

Jake F Smmons
15304 E. 36th Ter.
Independence Mo 64055

Louise Wilkins
128 Wall st. apt. 5-h
Joplin Mo 64801

Floyd M Ward

c/o Karen Asher
13108 Woodbend In.
Dallas Tx 75243

Lance M Bailey
454 Qlga Road
Fordland Mo 65652

Fay F Karasek
243 Homn rd.
Forsyth Mo 63653

Vera Essary
1002 Joplin Street

Galena Ks 66739

John A Stark
5161 60th st.
Galena Ks 66739

Carson Bates
7330 SE 90th St
Galena Ks 66739

Joseph R Friend
Rt 1 Box 136
(Galena Ks 66739

Joe M Cash
Box 202
Gravette Ar 72736

Raymond F Estep
513 Meng st
Greenfield Mo 6566

Charley B Mitchem
3327 8. 25thvd.
Humansville Mo 63674

Jack T Goff
101 Friendship cir.
Joplin Mo 64801

Sol E Fowler
1524 Fumnace st
Joplin Mo 64801




Joy Fannin
1603 Roosevelt
Joptin Mo 64801

John R Greninger
220 S Edgewood st
Joplin Mo 64801

George R Trembie
2431 N. Minnesota
Joplin Mo 64301

George R Atkerson

2725 Wickersham Rd.

Joplin Mo 64801

Carl E Lonpenecker
2803 E. 18th
Joplin Mo 64801

Albert R Klimpt
3325 East I'3th st
Joplin Mo 64801

Peggy Spooner

3648 College View dr.

Joplin Mo 64801

Ronald C Apfel
615 Persimmon
Joplin Mo 64801

Theresa Robinett
Rt 6, Box 497
Joplin Mo 64801

GeorgiaBuchanan

¢/o Charles Buchanan
Box 1582

Joplin Mo 64302

Martin P Weems
11257 Hwy FF
Joplin Mo 64804

Agatha Allen
1621 Highview
Joplin Mo 64304

Opal Hance
1730Picher
Joplin Mo 64801

Dorothy B. Coats
2316 Patterson
Joplin Mo 64801

Mildred L1 Dickerson
25535 Chinguapin Dr
Joplin Mo 64301

Galen Camfield
2732 Vermont
Joplin Mo 64801

Emma Kingore
2882 E. 14th st
Joplin Mo 64801

Clayton G Frisbie
3610 North View
Joplin Mo 64801

Ira C Hom
4411 N Black Catrd
Joplin Mo 64801

David R Barr
Route #6, Box 134
Joplin Mo 64801

Reba Jackman-Gilstrap
3833 Ridge dr
Jopiin Mo 64801 1447

Benton Scheil
P.O. Box 1283
Joplin Mo 64802

Herbert L King
1421 Quter Road
Joplin Mo 64804

Lester C Phillips
1714 Porter
Joplin Mo 64804

Tommy R Bennett
2030 8. Oak Cliff rd
Joplin Mo 64301

Robert L. Goodwin
2315 Lincoln ave.
Joplin Mo 64801

Corinne Holmgren
2716 E. 25th st
Joptin Mo 64801

Bertha Gandy
¢/0 Juanita Allen
2744 E 13th
Joplin Mo 64301

Ruby J Long
3001 West First
Joplin Mo 64801

Ted G Wilson Jr
3612 Bakersbranch dr.
Joplin Mo 64801

Joni Spangler-Sively
509 N, Byers
Joplin Mo 64801

William D Athey

. RT1Box 192

Joplin Mo 64801

Jack W Wilson
447 S. Blair dr.
Jophin Mo 64801 9807

Judith Lyster
P.O. Box 3255
Joplin Mo 64803

Byron Mueller
1531 st louis
Joplin Mo 64804

Esther Johnson
1722 kentucky
Joplin Mo 64804

Emma Clark
2116 Odessa Ave,
Joplin Mo 64801

Jeanne Ness
3404 N. Tk
Joplin Mo 64801

Louis G Lagasse
2717 East 8th st.
Joplin Mo 64801

Clarence D Randall
2801 East 11th
Joplin Mo 64801

Jewell D Witzansky
302 N. Creekside dr.
Joplin Mo 64801

H. Wayne Hackney Jr
3621 Butterfigld
Joplin Mo 64801

Douglass E Scourten
512 Porter
Joplin Mo 64801

Joseph A Robb
Rt 3 Box 515
Joplin Mo 64801

Dorothy C Martin
1201 Wooedland
Joplin Mo 64801 5639

Henry H Kost
P.O. Box 3963
Joplin Mo 64803

Marie Hale
1621 Connecticut
Joplin Mo 64804

Helen Hays
1904 Chio
Joplin Mo 64804




James H Long
{911 Byers
Joplin Mo 64804

Charles G Caskey
2020 Bird
Joplin Mo 64804

Edward ] Heeney
c/o Max Heeney
2116 Peansylvania
Joplin Mo 64804

Richard L Givens
2301 S. Florida
Joplin Mo 64804

Charles E Moss
2325 Missouri
Joplin Mo 64304

Ruth Witson
2421 E. 28th
Joplin Mo 64804

Rosebud L Perry
2716 Joplin
Joplin Mo 64804

Agnes C Buzzard
2832 East |5th St.
Joplin Mo 64804

Richard H Pilant
2926 West 24th
Joplin Mo 64804

Donna I3 Roehling
3012 Kentucky
Joplin Mo §4804

Willard F Youngblood

3336 Garrison Ave,
loplin Mo 64804

Gary C Clark
4079 W. Hwy. 86
loplin Mo 64804

Fem R Spagxg

1922 lJackson
Joplin Mo 64804

Cotla T Stinson
2024 Wall
Joptin Mo 64804

Raymond 1. Woodwarth

2215 Duguesne d
loplin Ma 64804

Elwin C Magers
2309 Patterson
Joplin Mo 64804

Glean D Rhoads
2407 Kansas
Joplin Mo 64804

Helen H-Mitchell
2437 Ozark
Joplin Mo 64804

John A Mitchell
2806 Delaware
Joplin Mo 64804

Marvin R Grainger
2836 E. [5thst
Joplin Mo 64804

Vemon C Corkle
3006 Keller Drive
Joptin Mo 64804

Achinee Wilson
3217 Pearl
Joplin Mo 64804

Ruth E Greathouse

3502 S. Rangeline Apl 3

Joplin Ma 64804

James Thompson
4301 Pearl
Joplin Mo 64804

Donald E Crayne
2 610 Kansas
Joplin Mo 64804

Norman [ Prier
2010 Kentucky
Joplin Mo 64304

Thomas E Kinkade
2222 Delaware
Joplin Mo 64804

Bert Hester Jr
2312 Picher
Joplin Mo 64804

Lester E Lay
2410 E..30th
Joplin Mo 64804

Pauline Guppy
2510 Wisconsin
Joplin Mo 6480

James R Baysinger
2812 wall
Joplin Mo 64804

Richard H Russell
2920 £, I5th
Jophin Mo 64804

Elfred H Knaust
301 5 Moorehead dr.
Joplin Mo 64804

Laois Townsend
3N Connecticut
Joplin Mo 64804

L.ouis (O Holland
3602 Pearl
Joptin Mo 648064

Otis L Clark
4404 East 20th
laplin Mo 64804

Joann Berthick
2003 E, 33cd,
Joplin Mo 64804

Rex G Smith
2115 Alabama
Joplin Mo 64304

Wilbur D Roush
2301 Picher
Joplin Mo 64804

Helen Smart

Yalerry Woulsey
2316 Mississippi
Joplin Mo 64804

Mildred Breeden
¢/0 Carolyn Snow
2415 8 Forida
Joplin Mo 04804

Loretia Vogt
2511 E. 28th
Joplin Mo 64804

Donald L. Demasters
2822 E 18th St.
Joplin Mo 64804

William M Howell
2926 (erri lane
loplin Mo 64804

Corda C Chambers
3010 Chio
Joplin Mo 64804

Benjamin F Poteet
3323 Meconnell
Joplin Mo 64804

Doris Lewis
3812 Silver Creek dr.
Japlin Mo 64804

Alneta Frankhin
4549 East 20th
loplin Mo 64804



Leila Ferguson
5423 Dolphin dr.
foplin Mo 64804

Doris Reed
Rt § Box 80QF
loplin Mo 64804

L.eo P Binns
445 Hunlington rd
Kansas City Mo 64113

Fraoces Layton

18420 Weld County rd. #42

Lasalle Co 80645

Geneva Edwards
301 Peasant dr #3§
Monett Mo 65708

Marion E Comell
13353 Kodiak rd.
Neosho Mo 64850

Wiltiam W Spiva
14288 § Shady Lane
Neosho Ma 64850

Fred G Rouse
2113 Connerstone Unit 7
Neosho Mo 64850

Darlene J Hills
7449 Jaguar rd
Neosho Mo 64850

Edna Logan
P.Q. Box 232
Noel Mo 64854 0232

Pauline Parker
1709 S. Lith ave
Ozark Mo 65721

Charles E Hefler
Box 176
Pierce City mo 65723

¥

Jeneane L aam'er

5426 Buttertield PL.
Joplin Mo 64804

Donna Cupp
Rt 8 Box 819
Joplin Mo 64804

Dorothy Bales
6810 Longview Road
Kansas City Mo 64134

Pear! Jean Johnson
507 Albwight Court
Marionville Mo 65705

Fay Meccann
1250 Parkway dr.
Mt Vernon Mo 63712

Melvin H Hildreth
13450 Kodiak rd
Neosho Mo 64850

Marion D Murphy
14800 Kodiak rd
Neosha Mo 64850

Twyla Clark
607 Highland Place
Neosho Mo 64850

Vincent M Franks
812 Hawthome dr.
Neosho Mo 64850

Olive Crene
501 S.Johnson &,
QOdessa Mo 64076 1157

James M Turner
P.O.Box 304
Czark Mo 65721

Carmen M Boccia
973 S. 260th St
Pittsburg Ks 66762

Helen Roby-Mccoy
66 Briarwood dr
Joplin Mo 64804

Bobby G Havens
3323 Poplar
Jopiin Mo 64804 4111

Robert A Hartman
1070 Statetiwy. K
Kirbyville Mo 65679

Jerry C Daniels
3101 N, Northwest
Miami Ok 74354

Max E Thompsaon
1922 Village l.ane
Naples F} 33983

Raymond E Boyd
13620 Kodiak Road
Neosho Mo 64830

Verl L Alumbaugh
1501 Oak Ridge
Neosho Mo 64850

Helen Richards
704 West Spring
Neosho Mo 64850

Wesley | Slaughter
11697 Highway AA
Neosho Mo 64850 9527

Ralph G Gunlock
Route #1
Oronogo Mo 64855

Evelyn Shetley
702 8. 32nd
Parsons Ks 67357

Gertrude S Punke

/o Wheesler & Mitchels
P.O. Box 6]0

Pittsburg Ks 66762

Helen Mccoy
66 Briarwoad dr.
Joplin Mo 64804

Wanda F Havens
3325 Paplac
Joplin Mo 64804 4111

Dessie Davidson
25123 US 160
Kissee Mills Mo 65680

Thamas F Hopkins

Lot 242

700 N. Bentson Palm dr.
Mission Tx 78572

Jim D Hatfield
10506 Kentucky Rd.
Neosho Mo 64850

Sandra L. Blakeley
13681 Kentwood Lane
Neosho Mo 64850

Virginia R Mckenzie
1507 Eric rd.
Neosho Mo 64850

Loren A Gorman
7406 Nighthawk
Neosho Mo 64850

Warren L Banks
Box 11
Noel Mo 64354

Norma I Burroughs
108 £ Jay
Qzark Mo 65721

Edward E Lane
604 S Emily
Picher Ok 74360

Charlcie Rains
PO, Box 2
Powersite Mo 65731



Gilbert W Fuller
3150 Willow dr.
Prescolt Az 86301

Fred W Camahan
6231 SE. Varck road
Riverton Ks 66770

Troy A Coflman
6906 S.E. Kiwi Lane
Riverton Ks 66770

Robert L Warbingtan
Box 04
Riverion Ks 66770

Tmogene O Mishler
P.O. Box 93
Riverton Ks 66770

Virginia K Garren

clo John & Vera Romine
1609 S. 23rd st

rogers ar 72758

Charles W Begey
540 Kitgore dr.,
San Benito Tx 78586

Mebtvin K Reser
3940 W Harrison
Springfield Mo 65802

Norman 1. Hall
2033 East Briar
Springficld Mo 65804

Julius § Mcadams
445 N. Wilmot rd. Apt. 349
Tucson Az 85711

Squirret Croslin Ir
PO. Box 1159
Vian Ok 74962

Dale Buck
1322 West Fifth
Webb City Mo 64870

Angela B Mitchell
136 E Ritter
Republic Mo 65738

Vera Miller
6276 SE Hwy. Alt. 69
Riverton Ks 66770

Jack D Mooney
6970 SE 73rd Ter.
Riverton Xs 66770

John N Hail
Box 38
Riverton Ks 66770

Billy R Forbes
Rt [ Box 139
Riverton Ks 66770

Woodrow R Wilmoth
604 S. [5th st.
Rogers Ar 72758

Evereit L Stclair
General Delivery
Scammon Ks 66773

Patsy Cates
2608 N. Ouakland
Springfield Mo 63803

Gladys Fentan
1420 3 Oakmont
Springfield Mo 65809

Doyle M Keller
Rr2, Box 138
Verona Mo 65767

Naydeen Burr
325 5. Smith
Vinita Ok 74301

Ralph L Costley
1328 W. Daogherty
Webb City Mo 64870

Beulah Kyill
313 Qcean dr.
Richardson Tx 75081

Jewell C Shanks
6780 SE 73rd Ter.
Riverton Ks 66770

Lulx Wilson
Box 254
Riverton Ks 66770

[Drale 1 Kirk
P.O. Box 223
Riverton Ks 66770

Havald Nunn
P.Q. Box 705
Riverton Ks 66770 0242

Pauline Pulley
4431 SFarmrd, 193
Rogersville Mu 65742

George E Fleetwood
301 Osage st.
Seneca Mo 64865

Joe A Jennings
4160 N. Haven
Springfieid Mo 63803 9555

Bonnie Powers
P.Q. Box 82
Sulphur Springs Ar 72768

Berpard C Lechner
P.O. Box 126
Verona Mo 63769

Emma Jane Leavint
1227 W Niath
Webb City Ma 64870

Mary Roland

o/o OMargaret Taytor
303 Main

Webb City Mo 64870

Elmer W Butterworth
5550 S.E. Beasley Rd
Riverton Ks 66770

Albert D Qualls
6376 SE. Kiwi In
Riverton Ks 66770

Gary E Mceorkle
Box 4
Riverton Ks 66770

Albert R Melton
p.o. box 32
Riverton Ks 66770

Ruth Mcreynalds
1435 Plumimer
Rockwall Tx 75087

Mary Clinten
c/o Chris Clinton
P.O. Box 1125
Rolla, Mo 63402

Trixie L Kinney
315 E. Ashley
Siloam Springs Ar 72761

Milton £ Fulp
1712 E. Swallow
Springfield Mo 65804

Cecile Winfrey
5519 SW. t1th
Topeka Ks 66604

Reitha Lewis
Rt. 2 Box 196E
Verona Mo 63769

Joann Holley
1302 W Avlaor
Webb City Ma 64870

Melvin L Odell
602 West 17h
Webh City Mo 64870



Ruth Boyd
731 W, 2th St
Webb City Mo 64870

Cilen W Sharp
909 Leisure Lane
Weslaco Tx 78596

Albert E Fuchs
68650 E 134 Rd

Rt 2 Box 292
Wyandotte Ok 74370

Marilyn A Mahurin
731 Wickersham
Webb City Mo 64870

Edna Lyon
Rt 2 Box 2304
Wheatland Mo 65779

Richard C Vanwinkle
753 Wickersham
Webb City Mo 64870

Farrell Skaggs
3401 E. Flinston
Wichita Ks 67218

Elnora 8 Hum
4 Colonial Village Apt B
Webster Groves Mo 63119

Wilford A Bradley
5562 N.Farm rd. 73
Witlard Mo 65781



How much wil“he EDE-UtiliCorp mers:r cost YOU?79
This is the question retirees have been trying to answer.

We all know that Empire Retirees, for their Health Insurance premium, are ona sliding
scale which has EDE paying from 90% to 50% of the total monthly premium EDE pays for us.
For an individual 65 or older, this year that is $126.25 and for retiree and spouse it is $252 .50,
The enclosed “2000 Retiree Medical Premium sheet shows this along with under 65 retiree
premium costs at $202 and $404. You can find your own position on this sheet.

The enclosed “Estimation on 1-1/2 Year Freeze of Empire Benefits™ gives three exarnples
of how the merger will effect three groups. However, it does not show how it effects most of us.
You can see that the premium will raise to 3400 for family coverage and then drops to $200 when
the “Retiree coordinates with Medicare™ at age 65.

The great majority of us has assumed-that the annual 15% raise in our premium is on the
DOLLAR amount we pay. As you can see, the 15% increase is on the PERCENTAGE we pay!!!
So, [F you only pay 10% now, 18 months after the merger finalizes, your percentage to pay will
be 25%, then 40%, then 55%, then 70%, then 85%, and then the full 100%. Adding 15% each
year to the percentage you NOW pay will give you your own rate of increase.

EDE’s individual monthly coverage premium, as said above 1s $126.25. The enclosure
shows coordinating with Medicare at age 65 to be $200. Since all employees and retirees must be
treated the same, we can only assume that the $200 is for an individual retiree coverage. For
retiree and spouse, we must assume that would have to double. It is only common sense.

We have followed the same manner as the enclosed Estimation sheet to estimate how this
would effect ourselves. This is a shocking estimation but ts done the same as the EDE estimation
sheet. We feel retirees need to have at least an inkling of what 1s now being handled.

Most Empire retirees worked for Empire knowing that they could have gotten higher
paying jobs elsewhere. But, they also were told and realized that they were working for their
retirement when the benefits promised them would help to lower their cost of living in retirement
days. Now, with the merger, this is being taken away and all of the years of service put in to
Empire will account for nothing.

Please take the time to see where you or you-and-your-spouse fit into this schedule. You
need to know what the merger will really mean to you.

APPENDIX B



Premium [ncreasistimation on 1-1/2 Year Freeze c‘mpire Benefits ty=2(-1
Assumption: Employee with 20-24 years of service at date of retirement
Family coverage
Employee| Monthly | % Paid g
Year Event Date Age Premium| by Emp |Increase
0 |Mergeris announced 5/1/99 55 $111.680f 27.9%
1 {Deal Closes & Employee retires 5/1/00 56 $111.60] 27.9%( S0.00
2 Premiums fixed for 1-1/2 years 11/1/01 57 $111.60] 27.9%] $0.00
2 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/01 57 3171.60) 42.9%; $80.00
3 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/02 58 $231.601 57.9%| $50.00
4 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/03 59 $281.60| 72.9%| $60.00
5 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/04 60 $351.60| 87.9%! $60.00
& 15% incr. in portion patd by retiree | 12/1/05 61 $400.00| 100.0%{ $48.40
7 12111086 62 $400.00! 100.0%| $0.00
8 1211107 63 $400.00] 100.0%| $0.00
g 12/1/08 64 $400.00| 100.0%; $0.00
10  |Retiree coordinates with Medicare | 12/1/09 65 | $200.00| . }
Assumption: Employee with 30-34 years of service at date of retirement
Family coverage
Employee| Monthly | % Paid S
Year Event Date Age  {Premiumi by Emp |Increase
Q Merger is announced 5/1/99 55 $74.40] 18.6%|
1 Deal Closes & Employee retires 5/1/00 56 $74.40] 18.6%| $0.00
2 Premiums fixed for 1-1/2 years 11/1/01 57 $7440| 18.6%: $0.0G
2 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/01 57 5134.40| 33.6%| $60.00
3 15% tncr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/02 58 $194.40) 48.6%) $60.00
4 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/03 59 $254.401 63.6%)| $60.00
5 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/04 60 $314.40( 78.6%| $60.00
8 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/05 61 $374.40] 83.6%| $80.00
7 12/1/06 62 3$400.00| 100.0%| $25.60
8 12/1/07 63 $400.00] 100.0% $0.00
9 12/1/08; . 64 $400.00] 100.0% $0.00
10 |Retiree coordinates with Medicare | 12/1/QS 65 $200.00
p— _ ,
Assumption: Current retiree with 30-34 years of service o Ve /é > prEeed
Currently Retired - Family coverage I famlS T2
Employee| Monthly | % Paid )
Year Event Date Age | Premiumj by Emp |increase
G Merger is announced 5/1/88 SH) $47.00] 23.5%;
i Deal Closes 5/1/00 66 $47.001 23.5%( $0.00
2 |Premiums fixed for 1-1/2 years 11/1/01] 67 $47.00] 23.5%| $0.0C
2 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/01 68 -$77.00] 38.5%| $30.G0
3 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/02 69 $1G7.00) 53.5%| $30.00
4 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/03 70 $137.00] 68.5% $30.CO
5 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree | 12/1/04] . 71 $167.00| 83.5%¢ $30.C0
6 15% incr. in portion paid by retiree [ 12/1/05 72 $197.00| 98.5%| $30.00
7 12/1/06| 73+ | $200.00{ 100.0%| $3.00]

M \_"




ZGiS Retviroa Madical Dramium o P
- TeT 7T - s //‘ U
. Effective January 1, 2000 . ! .
L0
RS IR o
[ If you are Under Age 65, and you have: -
Individual Coverage Family Coverage
Your Monthly  Your Monthly Your Monthly  Your Monthly
Portion Qf Portion Of Portion Of Portion Of
And Your The Current The 2000 And Your The Current The 2000
Years of Premium Premium Years of Premium Premium

Service Are: Amount [s: Will Be: Service Are: Amount Is: WwWill Be:

Less than 15 $93.00 $101.00 Less than 15 $186.00 $202.00
15t0 19 $74.40 £80.80 15t0 19 $148.80 $161.60
20 to 24 $55.80 $60.60 20to 24 $111860 $121.20
2510 29 $46.50 $50.50 251025 592.0C $101.00
30to 34 $37.20 $40 .40 30to 34 $74.40 $80.80
35t0 39 $27.90 $30.30 35 to 39 $55.80 $60.60

40 or more 318.60 $20.20 40 or more $37.20 340.40

Total 2000 Monthly Premium * $202.00 Total 2000 Monthly Premium * $404.69
If you are Age 65 or Older, and you have:
individual Caverage Family Caveraqge
Your Monthly  Your Monthly Your Monthly  Your Monthly
Portion Of Portion Of Porion Of Portion Of
And Your The Current The 2000 And Your The Current The 2000
Years of Premium Premium Years of Premium Premium
Service Are: Amount Is: Will Be: Service Are: Amount Is: Will Be:
fi;.“’-* .

Less than 15 $58.75 $63.43 5of  Less than 15 $117.50 $126.25
15to 19 $47.00 $50.50 Y0P, 15 to 19 $94 .00 $101.00
20to 24 $35.25 $37.88 X 20to 24 $70.50 $75.75
25t0 29 $29.38 $31.56 6’5{‘2, 251029 $58.75 £63.13
30 to 34 $23.50 $25.25 Q4% 3010 34 347 00 £50.50
3510 39 31763 $18.94 /5{7. 351039 $35.25 £37.88

40 or more $11.75 $12.63 /4% 40 or more 3$23.50 $25.25
Total 2000 Monthly Premium * $126.25 Total 2000 Monthly Premium ° $252.50

" Total 2000 Monthly Premium equals your portian of the premium plus
the portion of the premium the Company is contributing on your behalf,

£5%.
40%
30%
5%
0%
/5%
/¢ 7




‘DIV!DUAL and SPOUSE ESTIMATE Sl".T

YEARS OF
SERVICE

Less than 15
After freeze

2000
1st Year
2nd Year
3rd Year
41h Year

15-19 Years 2000

After Freeze 1st Year
2nd Year
3rd Year
4th Year

20 - 24 Years 2000

After Freeze 1st Year
2nd Year
ard Year
4th Year
5th Year

25-29 Years 2000

After Freeze 1st Year
2nd Year
3rd Year
4th Year
5th Year

2000
1st Year
2nd Year
3rd Year
4th Year
5th Year
6th Year

30 -34 Years
After Freeze

35-39 Years 2009

Atler Freeze 15t Year
2nd Year
3d Year
4th Year
5th Year
6th Year

40 or More
After Freeze

2000
1st Year
2nd Year
3rd Year
4th Year
5th Year
6th Year

DATE MONTHLY % PAID

% PAID

PREMIUM BYYOU FORYOU

$126.25
$260.00
$320.00
$380.00
$400.00

$101.00
$220.00
$280.00
$340.00
$400.0Q

$75.73
$180.00
$240.0C
$300.00
3360.00
$400.00

$63.13
$160.00
3220.00
$280.00
$340.00
$400.00

$50.50
$140.00
$200.00
$260.00
$320.00
$380.00
$400.00

337.88
$120.00
$180.00
$240.00
$300.00
$360.00
$400.00

$25.25
$100.00
$160.00
$220.00
$280.00
$340.00
$400.00

50%
65%
80%
95%
100%

40%
55%
70%
85%
100%

30%
45%
60%
75%
90%
100%

25%
40%
55%
70%
B85%
100%

20%
35%
50%
B55%
80%
95%
100%

15%
30%
45%
60%
75%
90%
100%

10%
25%
40%
55%
T0%
85%
100%

50%
35%
20%
15%

0%

60%
45%
30%
15%

0%

70.00%
55.00%
40.00%
25.00%
130.00%

0.60%

75%
60%
45%
30%
15%

0%

80%
B65%
50%
35%
20%

5%

0%

85%

T0% -

55%
40%
25%
10%

0%

90%
75%
60%
45%
30%
15%

0%

ONCE YOU PAY 100%
THEN FOR ALL
OF THESE
IT MEANS
YOUR ANNUAL
PREMIUM
WILL BE
$4,800
FOR
RETIREE & SPOUSE

IF YOU WONDER ABOUT THE

SUBSIDY EMPIRE NOW
PAYS FOR OUR
LIFE INSURANCE




OVER 65 YEAR OLDW!VIDUAL RETIREE INCREASE ESTIMATION : 1-1/2 YEAR FREEZE

YEARS OF
SERVICE

l.ess than 15

After freeze

15-19 Years

20 - 24 Years

25 - 2% Years

30 -34 Years

35-39 Years

40 or More

DATE MONTHLY
PREMIUM BY YOU FORYOU

2000
1st Year
2nd Year
ard Year
4th Year

2000
1st Year
2nd Year
3rd Year
4th Year

2000
15t Year
2nd Year
3rd Year
4th Year
5th Year

2000
1sl Year
2nd Year
3ard Year
4th Year
5th Year

2000
1st Year
2nd Year
3rd Year
4th Year
5th Year
6th Year

2000
1st Year
2nd Year
3rd Year
4th Year
5th Year”’
6th Year

2000
15t Year
2nd Year
3rd Year
4ih Year
5th Year
6th Year

$63.13
$130.00
$160.00
$190.00
$200.00

$50.50
$110.00

$140.00

$170.00
$200.00

$37.88
$50.00
$120.00
$150.¢0
$180.00
$200.00

$31.56
$80.00
$110.00
$140.00
$170.00
$200.00

$25.25

$76.60
$100.00
$130.00
3$160.00
$180.00
$200.00

318.94
$60.00
$50.00
$120.00
$150.00
$180.00
$200.00

$12.63
$50.00
$80.00
$110.60
$140.00
$170.00
$200.00

% PAID

% PAID
50% 50%
65% 35%
80% 20%
95% 15%
100% 0%
40% 60%
55% 45%
70% 30%
85% 15%
100% 0%
30% 70.00%
435% 55.00%
60% 40.00%
75% 25.00%
9G% 10.00%
100% 0.00%
25% 75%
40% 60%
55% 45%
70% 30%
85% 15%
100% 0%
20% 80%
35% 65%
50% 50%
65% 35%
80% 20%
§5% 5%
100% 0%
15% 85%
30% 70%
45% 55%
60% 40%
15% 25%
90% 10%
100% 0%
10% 90%
25% 75%
40% 60%
55% 45%
70% 30%
85% 15%
100% 0%

FOR ALL OF THESE
INDIVIDUAL ESTIMATES
IT MEANS THAT
YOUR ANNUAL PREMIUM
WILL BE ATOTAL OF
$2,400 per year
once you pay 100%

IF YOU WONDER ABOUT
THE LIFE INSURANCE
SUBSIDY THAT EMPIRE
NOW PAYS FOR US

30 DO WEH!II




SERVICES YOU COUNT ON

April 6, 2000

To: Empire Retirees

Recently you may have received an unsigned document entitled “How much will the
EDE-Utilicorp merger cost YOU???". The document attempted to answer some
questions about the cost of retiree health care after the merger with Utilicorp 1s
completed. This document was not provided to yvou by Empire. While certain aspects of
the information presented in the document are factual. you should be aware that some of
the data are estimates based on premium levels that were in effect at the time the merger
was announced and may not be accurate as the merger progresses.

Empire subsidizes health care costs for retirees. Utilicorp does not. The primary focus of
our negotiations was to ensure that reasonably priced health care coverage remained
available to al! retirees. After a great deal of discussion, an agreement was reached which
provided for the continuation of retiree health care coverage and the phasing in of
Utilicorp's health care premium over several years. This agreement will protect you from
having to shoulder the full impact of Utilicorp's unsubsidized premiums immediately
following the eighteen month "benefit freeze" period. The merger agreement states that
Utilicorp has the right "o increase the portion of the premiums paid by such Compary
retirees by 15% per year until the portion of the premium paid by such Company retirees
is comparable in percentage to the portion of the preniium paid by similar(y situared
UCU retirees.” While it is evident that the premium you pay for health care coverage
will be increasing after the merger, the amount of the increase will be dependent on vour
age, years of service, family status, and Medicare eligibility. Factors such as medical
inflation, vtilization and prescription drug costs will also have an impact on future
premiums. At some time in the future the full amount of the health care premium will be

yaour :cayuumuxu L)‘

Empire retirees and employees alike are anxious to know the answers to many important
questions regarding their benefits after the merger. Many of the answers remain unknown
at this point. Rest assured, we will convey this information to you as quickly as it
becomes available. One thing you can be certain of is that we will make every effort to
cornmunicate only accurate, complete information.

Sincerely,

7“7 a7

THE EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY « 602 JOPLIN STREET « POST OFFICE BUX 127 + JOPLIN, MISSOURI 64802 + 4176255100 » wwv.empiredistrict.co~
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