STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a Session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 9th day of July, 2002.

Staff of the Missouri Public Service
)

Commission,




)







)





Complainant,
)







)

v.





)
Case No. EC-2002-1







)

Union Electric Company, 


)

d/b/a AmerenUE,



)






)





Respondent.
)

ORDER REGARDING HEARING SCHEDULE

On June 28, 2002, the Staff of the Commission filed the Proposed List of Issues, Order of Witnesses and Order of Cross-Examination.  That filing clearly showed that Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE would present its opening statement on July 24, rather than at the beginning of the hearing, and it did not note that any party disagreed with the schedule as filed.  The presiding officer was made aware on a conference call with the parties that there might be a controversy over the timing of AmerenUE’s opening statement.  However, when the proposed schedule was filed with no note about a dispute, and no pleading raising the issue was filed, it appeared that the controversy had been settled.


Then, on July 3, Staff filed a motion asking that the Commission require AmerenUE to present its opening statement at the beginning of the hearing.  Whether or not the Commission would have granted this motion had it been filed earlier is a moot question.  By filing the proposed schedule indicating that AmerenUE would be allowed to present its opening statement at the beginning of its case without noting any dispute over the timing, and not filing a pleading contesting the schedule until five days later, the Staff has effectively limited the Commission’s options.  The Commission will not force AmerenUE to prepare to present its opening statement with just two days’ notice.  The Commission will deny Staff’s motion and allow AmerenUE to present its opening statement at the beginning of its case. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the motion to require all parties to present opening statements at the beginning of the hearing filed by the Staff of the Commission on July 3, 2002, is denied.

2. That this order shall become effective on July 19, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe, Gaw and Forbis, CC., concur

Mills, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge
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