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Staff Recommendation 


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for Recommendation, states:


1.
Allegiance Telecom of Missouri, Inc., filed an application requesting this Commission to issue an order that reverses the decision of the North American Numbering Plan Administrator, NeuStar, Inc., to withhold a block of one thousand numbers in an NXX code assigned to the Chesterfield rate center, which Allegiance had requested to provide basic local telecommunications service on a non-Metropolitan Calling Area basis. 


2.
Staff has reviewed the application and recommends its approval in the Memorandum attached as Exhibit A.  Approval is based on the Commission’s authority granted by the Federal Communications Commission at 47 C.F.R. § 52.15(g)(3)(iv).  The Federal Communications Commission has exclusive jurisdiction over those portions of the North American Numbering Plan that pertain to the United States.  47 U.S.C. § 252(e)(1).  As part of its administration, the Federal Communications Commission developed the rules at 47 C.F.R. § 52.15.  Staff does not dispute that these rules may result in repeated requests for numbering resources followed by repeated denials as telecommunications companies require additional central office codes under Missouri’s Metropolitan Calling Area (MCA) plan, as noted by the Office of the Public Counsel in its Statement of Support for Numbering Resources Relief filed by Allegiance.   Federal law does provide for the Federal Communications Commission to forbear from applying its regulations.
  However, at this time Staff prefers to review these applications on a case-by-case basis.  Staff has concerns about the possibility that numbering resources may be improvidently granted with a blanket waiver in place and no provision for Commission review, and the numbering regulations are in fact designed to have state commissions overturn inappropriate denials through individual review.  Regardless, the topic of a blanket waiver should not delay the Commission’s review and approval of Allegiance’s request.

WHEREFORE, the Staff recommends that the Commission approve Allegiance Telecom of Missouri, Inc.’s application.  

Respectfully submitted,








DANA K. JOYCE








General Counsel

/s/ David A. Meyer___________________








David A. Meyer

Associate General Counsel



Missouri Bar No. 46620








Attorney for the Staff of the 








Missouri Public Service Commission








P. O. Box 360








Jefferson City, MO 65102








(573) 751-8706 (Telephone)








(573) 751-9285 (Fax)








david.meyer@psc.mo.gov
Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, transmitted by facsimile or electronically mailed to all counsel of record this 4th day of December 2003.

/s/ David A. Meyer___________________

� 47 U.S.C.160(a).  However, it is worth noting that 47 U.S.C. 160(c) provides that any telecommunications carrier or class of telecommunications carriers may petition for forbearance, but does not provide that any other entity (such as a state commission) may do so.
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