BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Investigation of the Status of Prepaid
)

Local Service Providers as Alternative Local Exchange
)
Case No. CO-2002-1078

Competitors Under Section 392.245, RSMo.



)

ORDER GRANTING INTERVENTIONS

This order grants the applications for intervention of the Missouri Independent Telephone Company Group,
 Fidelity Telephone Company, ALLTEL Missouri, Inc., and the Small Telephone Company Group.

On May 16, 2002, Public Counsel filed a motion requesting that the Commission establish a case to investigate whether prepaid local service providers are actually offering basic local service in any exchange of an incumbent local exchange company’s territory under Section 392.245, RSMo.  The Commission issued a notice of the motion and directed that any requests for intervention and any responses to the motion be filed no later than June 24, 2002.

The MITG, Fidelity, the STCG, and ALLTEL, filed timely applications to intervene. There were no objections to any of the applications to intervene.

MITG and STCG each state that all of their members are small rural incumbent local exchange telecommunications companies which may become eligible for price‑cap regulation and are similarly situated to BPS Telephone Company.  MITG and STCG state that the Commission’s decision in this case may directly affect their members’ interests as providers of telecommunications services in Missouri.  MITG and STCG allege that their intervention is in the public interest.

Fidelity states that it is a small incumbent local exchange and interexchange telecommunications company.  Fidelity indicates that its interests are different from those of the general public.  Fidelity states that it is interested in this proceeding “because it has a direct and pecuniary interest in the Commission’s decision.”  Fidelity also alleges that granting its intervention will be in the public interest.

ALLTEL states that it is a small incumbent local exchange telecommunications company in the state.  ALLTEL states that it is interested in this proceeding because it has filed a Notice of Election to be Price Cap Regulated Under Section 392.245, RSMo 2000, on May 17, 2002. ALLTEL indicates that its interests are different from those of the general public.   ALLTEL also alleges that granting its intervention will be in the public interest.

The Commission has reviewed the applications and determines that they are in substantial compliance with Commission rules regarding intervention.  The Commission determines that the applicants each have an interest in this matter that is different from the interests of the general public.  The Com​mission concludes that the requests for interven​tion of the MITG, Fidelity, the STCG, and ALLTEL should be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the applications for intervention filed by the Missouri Independent Telephone Company Group, Fidelity Telephone Company, ALLTEL Missouri, Inc., and the Small Telephone Company Group are granted.

2. That this order shall become effective on July 21, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 11th day of July, 2002.

� The MITG consists of Alma Telephone Company, Chariton Valley Telephone Corporation, Choctaw Telephone Company, Mid-Missouri Telephone Company, Modern Telecommunications Company, Mo-Kan Dial Inc., and Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company.


� The Small Telephone Company Group consists of BPS Telephone Company, Cass County Telephone Company, Citizens Telephone Company of Higginsville, Missouri, Inc., Craw-Kan Telephone Cooperative, Inc., Ellington Telephone Company, Goodman Telephone Company, Inc., Granby Telephone Company, Grand River Mutual Telephone Corporation, Green Hills Telephone Corporation, Holway Telephone Company, Iamo Telephone Company, KLM Telephone Company, Kingdom Telephone Company, Lathrop Telephone Company, Le-Ru Telephone Company, Mark Twain Rural Telephone Company, McDonald County Telephone Company, Miller Telephone Company, New Florence Telephone Company, New London Telephone Company, Orchard Farm Telephone Company, Oregon Farmers Mutual Telephone Company, Ozark Telephone Company, Peace Valley Telephone Company, Rock Port Telephone Company, Seneca Telephone Company, Steelville Telephone Exchange, Inc., and Stoutland Telephone Company. 
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