BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Grain Belt Express

)

Clean Line LLC for a Certificate of Convenience and

)

Necessity Authorizing it to Construct, Own, Operate,

)

Control, Manage, and Maintain a High Voltage, Direct 

)   Case No. EA-2014-0207

Current Transmission Line and an Associated Converter

)   

Station Providing an interconnection on the Maywood-

)

Montgomery 345 kV Transmission Line



)

RESPONSE OF THE MISSOURI LANDOWNERS ALLIANCE TO RECOMMENDATIONS OF GRAIN BELT EXPRESS 
FOR LOCAL PUBLIC HEARINGS

In response to the Grain Belt Express recommendation to limit the public hearings to only three counties, the Missouri Landowners Alliance (Alliance) states as follows:


1.  The Alliance asks that the Grain Belt recommendations be rejected by the Commission for the reasons set forth in Show Me Concerned Landowners Response to the Grain Belt proposal.


2.  In addition, the Alliance takes issue with the position set forth in paragraph 7 of Grain Belt’s proposal, wherein they argue that the Commission should limit the number of hearings because this case does not involve issues such as rate design, affiliate transactions or “complicated issues relating to cost recovery”.  While there is a time and place to debate those matters, the people who are likely to attend the public hearings are no doubt more concerned with issues such as the forced encumbrance of their property; a genuine concern over serious health effects from electromagnetic fields; and the legitimate fear of declining property values in the area of a 200 mile swath of transmission right-of-way and 150 foot supporting structures.  To those most directly affected by the outcome of this case, such concerns are no doubt more important than the pros and cons of a fuel adjustment clause.  


WHEREFORE, the Alliance respectfully asks the Commission to issue an Order setting local public hearings according to Staff’s recommendations.  

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Paul A. Agathen
Paul A. Agathen

Attorney for Missouri Landowners Alliance

(636)980-6403

Paa0408@aol.com
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I certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document was served upon the parties to this case by email or U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, this 6th day of June, 2014.    

/s/  Paul A. Agathen                 

Paul A. Agathen

Attorney for the Missouri Landowners Alliance
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