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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION ('
g
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of Sterling International }
Funding, Inc. d/b/a/ RECONEX to Change ) Case No. T0-99-177
Corporate Name to 1-800-RECONEX, Inc. ) (Tariff File 9900323)
ORDER RECOGNIZING CHANGE OF NAME AND APPROVING TARIFF
Sterling International PFunding, Inc. (Sterling) filed, on

October 22, 1998, a replacement tariff which reflected a corporate
name change to 1-800-RECONEX, Inc, (RECONEX}, Sterling also submitted
a copy of a certificate of authority from the Missouri Secretary of
State's Office. On November 10, 1998, Sterling extended the effective
date of the tariff from November 21, 1998, to December 5, 1998.

Upon review of the documents provided by Sterling, the
Commission determined that although Sterling asked for only a name
change, it appeared that Sterling may have been involved in a merger.
Under Section 392.300, RSMo 1994, no telecommunications company shall
merge with any other corporation without having first secured from the
Commission an order authorizing it to do so. The Commission suspended
the tariff filing until March 22, 1999, in order to allow Sterling to
file a proper pleading regarding the apparent merger.

On February 8, 1999, Sterling filed an application, including
Articles of Merger, which notes that in March of 1998, Sterling
decided to change its name to 1-800-RECONEX, Inc., and change its
state of incorporation from Nevada to Oregon. According to the

application, Sterling International Funding, Inc., d/b/a RECONEX,



became 1-800-RECONEX on April 30, 1998. Sterling states that the two
companies are identical in all respects and that they consist of the
same employees, officers, directors, and conduct the identical
business of the provision of prepaid local telecommunications
services., Sterling contends that the surviving corporation, RECONEX,
is wvirtually the same entity to which the Commission granted a
certificate of service authority in October 1997, and that the tariff
under which the service will be provided is identical to that
submitted and approved for Sterling. In spite of the Articles of
Merger, Sterling indicates that the transaction is a reorganization
whereby an existing corporate entity is absorbed into a newly created
coxporate entity created by the same directors and sole shareholder.

On March 11, 1999, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service
Commisgion (Staff) filed a memorandum recommending that the Commission
issue an order approving Sterling's application and approving the
tariff sheets to become effective March 22, 1999, The memorandum
notes that the articles of merger submitted by Sterling seem to
indicate that other than the name change and change in corporate
domicile, Sterling's business operations are unaffected. 8Staff states
that it believes that Sterling has complied with the Commission's
December 3, 19%8, order, and that Staff has no objection to the
replacement tariff as amended.

The Commigsion has reviewed Sterling's original filing from
October 1998, the amended replacement tariff sheets, the February 1993
application, and the Staff's memorandum. The Commission dJdetermines

that the transaction is more of a corporate reorganization than a



merger, and that Sterling has essentially changed its name and
redomiciled 1in another state. The Commission concludes that the
change of name should be recognized and the amended tariff sheets
should be approved.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the name change of Sterling International Funding,
Inc. d/b/a/ RECONEX to 1-800-RECONEX, 1Inc., is recognized in all
Commission records.

2. That the tariff sheets filed by Sterling International
Funding, Inc. d/b/a/ RECONEY on HNovember 9, 1998, and amended on
November 10, 1998, are approved to become effective on March 22, 1399.
The tariff sheets approved are:

1-800~-RECONEX, Inc. MoPSC No, 1
Original Sheet No. 1 through Original Sheet No. 28

3. That this order shall become effective on March 18, 1999,

BY THE COMMISSION

WL Hoed Gt

Dale Hardy Roberts
Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( SEAL)

Vicky Ruth, Regulatory Law Judge,

by delegation of authority pursuant
to 4 CSR 240-2.120(1) (November 30,
1995} and Section 386.240, RSMo 1994,

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,
on this i18th day of March, 1999.






