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M E M O R A N D U M 

TO:

Missouri Public Service Commission Official Case File



Case No. EC-2002-1, File No. JE-2003-0243



Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE

FROM:
James Watkins, Project Coordinator

Mack McDuffey, Rate & Tariff Examiner II



MM  9/12/02

/s/ James Watkins  9/12/02______        /s/ Steven Dottheim  9/12/02_________

Utility Operations Division/Date             General Counsel's Office/Date

SUBJECT:
Staff Recommendation for Expedited Approval of Tariff Sheets Filed to Correct Errors of Recently Approved Rate Schedules.

DATE: 
September 9, 2002

On September 3, 2002, Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE (UE or Company) of St. Louis, Missouri filed two (2) rate tariff sheets bearing an effective date of October 3, 2002.  On that same date, UE filed its Request For Approval Of Tariff Changes With Less Than Thirty Day’s Notice And Motion For Expedited Treatment requesting that these tariff sheets become effective on September 26, 2002.  This filing is designed to correct minor wording errors on two of the eight tariff sheets filed on August 9, 2002 to comply with the Report And Order Approving Stipulation And Agreement in Case No. EC-2002-1.  Said tariff sheets became effective on August 28, 2002.

AmerenUE has requested expedited treatment of the tariff sheets for the following reasons:

1. The changes affect the Winter Rate sections of these tariff sheets and Winter Rate billing will start within the 30-day filing period.  The requested expedited effective date of September 26, 2002 is prior to the beginning of the Winter Rate billing.

2. The requested expedited effective date will not change the date on which any rate is charged.

3. No changes in any rates are caused by this request.

4. The possible harm that will be avoided is caused by any confusion that could arise by the use of the inaccurate wording (errors).

5. The pleading and corrected tariff sheets were filed as soon as  they could have been after the discovery of the errors and the discussion of the matter with the Missouri Public Service Commission Staff (Staff).

The same wording errors and corrections were made on both Tariff Sheet No. 34, Large General Service, and Tariff Sheet No. 37, Small Primary Service, under the heading “Winter Rate.”  The errors were that the word “Base” was omitted in the “Energy Charge” heading and the word “Billing” instead of the word “Base” appeared in the identification for each of the three rate blocks.  The specific errors and corrections are as follow:

1. “Energy Charge – per kWh” should read “Base Energy Charge – per kWh”.

2. “First 150 kWh per kW of Billing Demand” should read “First 150 kWh per kW of Base Demand”.

3. “Next 200 kWh per kW of Billing Demand” should read “Next 200 kWh per kW of Base Demand”.

4. “All Over 350 kWh per kW of Billing Demand” should read “All Over 350 kWh per kW of Base Demand”.

UE does not believe that the wording errors, which were inadvertent, change the way either rate would be charged, but has determined that the changes could cause some confusion.  UE wants to make the correction as soon as possible to eliminate confusion.

The Staff believes that, arguably, the inadvertent wording change would require a change in the way rates are applied to winter usage under these rate schedules if a strict interpretation of the language were to be applied, as the terms “billing” and “base” are defined elsewhere in each rate schedule.  The Staff believes that there is good cause for the Commission to issue an order requiring these tariff sheets to become effective on September 26, 2002, prior to the winter billing season, in order to assure that UE’s billing is continuously in compliance with both its tariffs and the Commission’s July 25, 2002 Report And Order in Case No.EC-2002-1.

The Missouri Public Service Commission Electric - Tariff / Rate Design Staff has reviewed the filed tariff sheets, and is of the opinion that the Commission should issue an order approving the following proposed tariff sheets to become effective on September 26, 2002, for good cause shown: 

P.S.C. MO. SCHEDULE NO. 5                                                                          

24th 
Revised SHEET NO. 34
Cancelling 23rd
Revised
SHEET NO. 34

31st 
Revised SHEET NO. 37 
Cancelling 30th
Revised
SHEET NO. 37

The Staff has verified that this company has filed its annual report and is not delinquent on any assessment.  Staff is not aware of any other matter before the Commission that affects or is affected by this filing; however, the following cases are pending before the Commission:

EC-2001-345




EE-2001-514

EC-2001-443




EE-2001-606

EC-2002-1




EE-2002-1118

EC-2002-112




EM-96-149

EC-2002-409




EO-2001-684

EC-2002-1025




EO-2002-351

EC-2002-1035




EO-2002-458

EC-2002-1059




EO-2002-1018

EC-2003-0044




EO-2002-1091

EO-2003-0035



ES-2001-359
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