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OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

The Staff of the Missouri Public
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v.






)
Case No. EC-2002-1
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Union Electric Company, d/b/a


)

AmerenUE,





)








)




Respondent.


)

STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR APPROVAL OF CORRECTED TARIFF SHEETS 

Comes now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and recommends approval of the two tariff sheets filed on September 3, 2002 by Union Electric Company (UE), d/b/a AmerenUE to replace two incorrect tariff sheets filed on August 9, 2002 to comply with the Missouri Public Service Commission’s (“Commission”) July 25, 2002 Report And Order Approving Stipulation And Agreement.  The Staff also recommends that the Commission grant the relief requested by UE in its Request For Approval Of Tariff Changes With Less Than Thirty Days’ Notice And Motion For Expedited Treatment respecting the Commission approving these two tariff sheets prior to September 26, 2002 and directing that these two tariff sheets become effective on September 26, 2002 for good cause shown, pursuant to Section 393.140(11) RSMo 2000.    In support of the Staff’s attached recommendation, the Staff states as follows: 

1.
The two tariff sheets filed by UE on September 3, 2002, bearing an effective date of October 3, 2002, are designed to correct minor wording errors on two of the eight tariff sheets filed by UE on August 9, 2002 to effectuate the July 15, 2002 Stipulation And Agreement in Case No. EC-2002-1, which was approved by the Commission on July 25, 2002.  The two tariff sheets that UE seeks to replace became effective on August 28, 2002.
2.
AmerenUE has requested expedited treatment of the tariff sheets for the following reasons:

a. The changes affect the Winter Rate sections of these tariff sheets, and Winter Rate billing will start within the thirty (30) days’ notice and publication period required by Section 393.140(11).  The requested expedited effective date of September 26, 2002 is prior to the beginning of the Winter Rate season which commences with the October billing period.

b. The requested expedited effective date will not change the date on which any rate is charged.

c. No changes in any rates are caused by this request.

d. The possible harm that will be avoided is caused by any confusion that could arise by the use of the inaccurate wording (errors in wording).

e. The pleading and corrected tariff sheets were filed as soon as they could have been after the discovery of the errors and the discussion of the matter with the Staff.

3.
The Electric - Tariff / Rate Design Staff recommendation, attached hereto as Appendix A, states that the Electric - Tariff / Rate Design Staff has reviewed the filed tariff sheets, and is of the opinion that the pleading and corrected tariff sheets were filed as soon as they could have been after the discovery of the errors and the discussion of the matter with the Staff.  The Electric - Tariff / Rate Design Staff therefore recommends that the Commission issue an order approving the proposed tariff sheets to become effective on September 26, 2002, the requested effective date, for service rendered on and after September 26, 2002, which is prior to the commencement of UE’s eight month winter rates billing season that starts with the October billing period.

4.
The two affected tariff sheets are Tariff Sheet No. 34, Large General Service, and Tariff Sheet No. 37, Small Primary Service.  UE does not believe that the wording errors change the way the rates would be charged, but believes that the changes could cause some confusion.  Therefore, UE wants to make the correction as soon as possible to eliminate any confusion that could arise from the use of the present inaccurate wording.  The Staff believes that, arguably, the incorrect wording would require a change in the way rates are applied to winter usage under these rate schedules if a strict interpretation of the inaccurate language were applied.  

5.
The proposed tariff sheets bear an effective date less than thirty (30) days’ after their filing with the Commission.  Section 393.140(11) provides that unless otherwise ordered by the Commission, no change shall be made in any rate or charge, or rule or regulation relating to any rate, charge or service, except after thirty (30) days’ notice to the Commission and publication for thirty (30) days.  Section 393.140(11) further provides that for good cause shown, the Commission may allow changes without requiring the thirty (30) days’ notice and publication.  The Staff now states that there is good cause for the Commission to direct that the proposed tariff sheets should go into effect with less than thirty (30) days’ notice to the Commission and publication, since adherence to the thirty (30) days’ notice and publication requirement will result in the tariff sheets going into effect after the beginning of UE’s winter billing season.  

6.
The Electric - Tariff / Rate Design Staff has verified that UE has filed its annual report and is not delinquent on any assessment.  

Wherefore the Staff requests and recommends that, pursuant to Section 393.140(11) for good cause shown, the Commission approve the proposed tariff sheets, denominated in the attached Staff recommendation, that were filed by UE on September 3, 2002, and direct that these tariff sheets go into effect for service rendered on and after September 26, 2002, which is prior to the commencement of UE’s winter billing season. 
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