BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

The Staff of the Missouri Public


)


Service Commission,




)








)




Complainant,


)








)

v.






)
Case No. EC-2002-1








)

Union Electric Company, d/b/a


)

AmerenUE,





)








)




Respondent.


)

STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR APPROVAL OF TARIFF SHEETS TO EFFECTUATE STIPULATION AND AGREEMENT APPROVED BY COMMISSION

Comes now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and recommends approval of the tariff sheets filed on August 9, 2002 by Union Electric Company (UE), d/b/a AmerenUE to effectuate the Stipulation And Agreement approved by the Commission on July 25, 2002.  In support thereof, the Staff states as follows: 

1.
On August 9, 2002, UE filed with the Commission tariff sheets, denominated in the attached Staff recommendation, with an issue date of August 9, 2002 and a proposed effective date of August 28, 2002 designed to comply with the Commission’s July 25, 2002 Report And Order Approving Stipulation And Agreement.  Consistent with the Commission’s Report And Order and the Stipulation and Agreement, the tariff sheets reduce UE’s annual revenues by $50 million, effective as of April 1, 2002, followed by a reduction of $30 million, effective April 1, 2003, and a further reduction of $30 million, effective April 1, 2004.  In addition, a tariff sheet changes the rate of interest to be paid on customer deposits, beginning January 1, 2003. 

2.
The Staff recommendation attached hereto states that the Electric - Tariff / Rate Design Staff has reviewed the filed tariff sheets, and is of the opinion that they were timely filed and are in compliance with the Commission’s Report And Order and the Stipulation And Agreement.  The Electric - Tariff / Rate Design Staff, therefore, recommends that the Commission issue an order approving the proposed tariff sheets to become effective on August 28, 2002, the requested effective date, for service rendered on and after April 1, 2002.

3.
The proposed tariff sheets bear an effective date less than thirty (30) days after their filing with the Commission.  Section 393.140(11) RSMo 2000 provides that unless otherwise ordered by the Commission, no change shall be made in any rate or charge, or rule or regulation relating to any rate, charge or service, except after thirty (30) days’ notice to the Commission and publication for thirty (30) days.  Section 393.140(11) further provides that for good cause shown, the Commission may allow changes without requiring the thirty (30) days’ notice.  The Staff now states that there is good cause for the proposed tariff sheets to be directed to go into effect with less than thirty (30) days’ notice to the Commission and publication, in that the requested effective date of August 28, 2002 is the beginning of UE’s September 2002 billing month, and the tariff sheets reduce rates for service rendered on and after April 1, 2002, and further reduce rates for service rendered on and after April 1, 2003 and April 1, 2004.  

Wherefore the Staff requests and recommends that for good cause shown the Commission approve the proposed tariff sheets, denominated in the attached Staff 

recommendation, that were filed by UE on August 9, 2002, with a proposed effective date of August 28, 2002. 
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