BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Investigation of the
)

State of Competition in the Exchanges
)
Case No. IO-2003-0253

of CenturyTel Missouri, LLC.
)

ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

CenturyTel Missouri, LLC, the Staff of the Public Service Commission and the Office of the Public Counsel filed their Joint Motion to Open Case and Stipulation and Agreement on January 27, 2003.  The purpose of the case appears to be to determine the date upon which the five-year period contemplated by Section 392.245.5, RSMo 2000, commenced with respect to CenturyTel, an incumbent local exchange telecommunications company by virtue of its succession in interest to GTE Midwest, Incorporated, doing business as Verizon Midwest, Incorporated.  The parties have evidently resolved this question by negotiation and now seek approval by the Commission of this negotiated resolution, which is embodied in the Stipulation and Agreement portion of the parties’ pleading.

This matter presents novel issues and a prehearing conference is appropriate to ensure its prompt resolution.  At the prehearing conference, the parties or their representa​tives should be prepared to discuss the nature of the case and the procedural method proposed for its resolution.  In particular, the parties should be prepared to advise the Commission as to what notice, if any, should be given of the commencement of this case.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That a prehearing conference shall be held on February 11, 2003, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The prehearing conference shall be held at the Commission’s offices at the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, Room 305.  The Governor Office Building is a facility that meets the accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the prehearing conference should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or 1-800-829-7541 (TDD) prior to the prehearing conference. 

That this order shall become effective on February 8, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )
Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri, 

on this 29th day of January, 2003.
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