STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 3rd day of April, 2003.

In the Matter of Northeast Missouri Rural
)
Case No. IT-2003-0374
Telephone Company’s Wireless Termination
)
Tariff No. JI-2003-1660

Tariff.






)

ORDER SUSPENDING TARIFF

On March 5, 2003, Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company filed proposed tariff sheets intended to establish its Wireless Termination Service.  The proposed sheets carry an effective date of April 6, 2003.  On March 19, Northeast filed a substitute sheet.  On March 27, Staff filed its Memorandum advising the Commission to approve the proposed tariff.  On April 2, Northeast filed its Suggestions in Opposition to Suspension.  Therein, Northeast asserts that the tariff in question is identical, except in one respect, with the wireless termination tariffs approved by the Commission in Case No. TT‑2001‑139  and that the Commission’s Staff urged Northeast, in Case No. TC‑2002‑57, to adopt a wireless termination tariff.  Northeast asserts further that the area in which this tariff differs from those approved in Case No. TT‑2001‑139, the default interMTA factor, is based upon testimony adduced in Case No. TC‑2002‑57 and upon the experience of the other small local exchange companies that have wireless termination tariffs.  Northeast states:

The default interMTA factor was determined based upon the concept provided by Verizon Wireless witness Clampett in TC‑2002‑57.  Verizon Wireless suggested one methodology to use for determining [an] interMTA factor would be to look at the proportion of access lines in the same MTA as the tandem through which the traffic was switched and routed to the terminating LEC.  The Company ascertained the proportion of its lines in the Kansas City MTA (which includes the SWBT access tandem where this traffic is switched to the Company) as compared to the total of all access lines.  For Northeast this proportion was 97.7%.  The justification for the factor was submitted by the Company to Staff on March 6 . . . .  At Staff's request, in order to obtain a favorable recommendation, the Company agreed to reduce this factor to 49%.  

The interrelation of wireless carriers and small local exchange companies is presently an unsettled matter in Missouri.  Northeast, together with other carriers, is involved in a pending complaint case, Case No. TC‑2002‑57, concerning unpaid compensation for the termination of wireless-originated traffic.  That case is presently pending and has not yet been resolved.  The Commission has reviewed the tariff sheets and finds that significant questions exist regarding that tariff such that the tariff should be suspended for further consideration.  Section 392.220.4, RSMo Supp. 2001, authorizes the Commission to suspend a tariff that establishes a new telecommunications service for up to 60 days.  Therefore, the tariff will be suspended for a period of 60 days to permit further review.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the proposed tariff sheets filed by Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company on March 5, 2003, and substituted in part on March 19, are hereby suspended for a period of 60 days after April 6, 2003, until June 5, 2003.  The specific sheets suspended are:
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Original Sheet No. 1

Original Sheet No. 2

Original Sheet No. 3

Original Sheet No. 4

Original Sheet No. 5

Original Sheet No. 6

Original Sheet No. 7

Original Sheet No. 8

That this order shall become effective on April 6, 2003.
BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe,

Gaw, and Forbis, CC., concur.

Thompson, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge
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