BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Spectra
)

Communications Group, LLC, to Introduce
)
Case No. TT-2003-0447

the Provisioning of IntraMTA Wireless Service.
)
Tariff No. JI-2003-1728

ORDER SUSPENDING TARIFF

AND SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On March 24, 2003, Spectra Communications Group, LLC, doing business as CenturyTel, filed its proposed Wireless Termination Service Tariff, introducing its new Wireless Termination Service.  The proposed sheets bear an effective date of April 25, 2003.  On April 9, Spectra filed substitute sheets.  

On April 18, Sprint Spectrum L.P., doing business as Sprint PCS, filed its Motion to Reject Tariff or in the Alternative To Suspend.
  Therein, Sprint states that it opposes the proposed wireless termination service tariff on the same grounds that it opposed those similar tariffs approved by this Commission in Case No. TT-2001-139, which case is now on appeal.  Sprint further states that Spectra’s proposed tariff contains a provision, at Section F, not previously presented to this Commission, as follows:

Land to Mobile local traffic that originates on Telephone Company’s network and terminates on CMRS’ network transiting a third party tandem will be charged to the CMRS provider at the same rates that the third-party provider charges CenturyTel.  

Sprint asserts that this provision violates Rule 47 C.F.R. Section 51.702(b) of the Federal Communications Commission and therefore cannot be approved.  Rule 51.702(b) states:

A LEC may not assess charges on any other telecommunications carrier for the local telecommunications traffic that originates on the LEC’s network.

Because the proposed sheets will become effective by operation of law on April 23, the Commission must take up and determine Sprint’s motion at its regularly-scheduled Agenda session on April 22.  Therefore, there is no time either to elicit a response to Sprint’s motion from Spectra or to seek guidance from the Commission’s Staff. 

The Commission has reviewed the tariff sheets and Sprint's motion to reject or suspend.  It appears that the offending language was removed by the substitution on April 9;  if so, that fact should have been immediately available to Sprint through the Commission’s on-line records system.  In any event, the Commission is without a memorandum and recommendation from its Staff that addresses Sprint’s concerns.  Consequently, the Commission finds that significant questions have been raised regarding that tariff such that the tariff should be suspended for further consideration.  Sec​tion 392.220.4, RSMo 2000, authorizes the Commission to suspend tariffs that introduce new telecommunications services for up to 60 days.  Therefore, the tariff will be suspended for a period of 60 days to permit the questions raised by Sprint to be explored further.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the Motion to Reject Tariff or in the Alternative to Suspend filed on April 18, 2003, by Sprint Spectrum L.P., doing business as Sprint PCS, is granted in part in that the proposed sheets will be suspended as set out below.

2. That the proposed Wireless Termination Service Tariff filed by Spectra Communications Group, LLC, doing business as CenturyTel, Tariff File No. JI-2003-1728, is hereby suspended for 60 days after April 23, 2003, until June 22, 2003.  The specific sheets suspended are:

               P.S.C. Mo. No. 9               

Title Sheet Original Sheet 1

Original Table of Contents Sheet 1

Original Sheets 1 through 9

3. That a prehearing conference shall be held on May 1, 2003, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The parties or their representatives shall appear at the Prehearing Conference unless specifically excused.  The prehearing conference shall be held at the Commission’s offices at the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, Room 305.  The Governor Office Building is a facility that meets the accessibility require​ments of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accom​modations to participate in the prehearing conference should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or 1-800-829-7541 (TDD) prior to the prehearing conference. 

4. That this Order shall become effective on April 23, 2003.  

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 22nd day of April, 2003.

� In its motion, Sprint mistakenly asserted that the tariff effective date was April 25.  
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