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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Investigation into the )
Earnings of Mid-Missouri Telephone Company. ) Case Mo, TR-98-343

ORDER REGARDING PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

The parties met in prehearing conference on April 21, 1998, and
submitted a Motion to Establish Procedural Schedule on April 30. The
parties state that the decision the Commission makes in Case No. T0-98-216,
set for hearing May 11 through 13, will give them considerable direction
regarding Commission access charge policy. As a result, the parties agreed
upon a tentative procedural schedule which would begin with direct
testimony to be filed six weeks after the Commission issues a decision in
TO—98-2},6.

| The Commission has reviewed the motion filed by the parties.
Although the issues in this case surrounding access charges may be similar
to "those in Case No, T0-98-216, there is no reason to assume that the
Commission will take an identical appreach in each case. Services, rates,
and costs vary from company to company. Furthermore, Northeast Missouri
Rural Telephone Company, whose access rates are the subject of T0-98-216,
is a telecommunications cooperative. The Commission does not have
jurisdiction over all the services and rates of a cooperative, but only
over the cooperative’s exchange access rates. §$ 386.250{(2), RSMo
Supp. 1997. Mid-Missouri Telephone Company, on the other hand, is a fully

regulated incumbent local exchange telecommunications company and the



Commission has full jurisdiction over its rates and services.
§§ 386.250(2) and 392.200, RSMo Supp. 1997. The Commission finds that the
issues in these two cases are not so similar that the outcome of TR-98--343
is dependent upon the outcome of T0-98-216. Therefore, the motion for an
extension of the procedural schedule until some weeks after a Report and
Order 1s issued in TO-93-216 will be denied, The parties shall file a

proposed procedural schedule no later than June 1, 1998.
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Motion to Establish Procedural Schedule filed on
April 30 is denied.

2. That the parties shall file a proposed procedural schedule no
later than June 1, 1998.

3. That this order shall become effective on May 15, 1988§.
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Dale Hardy Roberts
Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S EAL)

L. Anne Wickliffe, Deputy Chief
Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation
of authority pursuant to 4 CsSR
240-2.120{(1) (November 30, 199%)

and Section 386.240, RSMo 1894. RE@EE?ED
]

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,
on this 15th day of May, 1998, MAY 15 1998

COMMISSION COUNSEL
FUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
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