BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION


STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Application of Southern 
)

Missouri Gas Company, L.P. d/b/a Southern 
)

Missouri Natural Gas for a Certificate of
)


Public Convenience and Necessity Authorizing it 
)    Case No. GA-2007-0168
To Construct, Install, Own, Operate, Control 
)

Manage and Maintain a Natural Gas Distribution
)

System to Provide Gas Service in Branson, 
)

Branson West, Reeds Spring, and Hollister, Missouri
)
Southern Missouri Natural Gas’ Response In Opposition To 
Ozark Energy Partners’ Motion To Indefinitely Postpone Hearing 
COMES NOW Southern Missouri Gas Company, L.P. d/b/a Southern Missouri Natural Gas (“SMNG”), and pursuant 4 CSR 240-2.080, files its Response In Opposition To Ozark Energy Partners’ Motion To Indefinitely Postpone Hearing.  In support of its Response, SMNG states as follows:

1.
On November 13, 2007, Ozark Energy Partners, LLC (“OEP”) filed its Motion To Postpone Hearing in which it requested that the Commission enter an order indefinitely postponing the hearing in this case, currently set for November 27-28, 2007.  For the reasons stated herein, OEP’s motion should be denied.

2. 
The November 27-28, 2007 hearing dates were scheduled with the specific agreement of all of the parties to this case, including OEP.  OEP specifically agreed to these hearing dates when SMNG filed on October 24, 2007, the Proposed Procedural Schedule on behalf of the parties to this proceeding.  
 3.
The rates used in SMNG’s Feasibility Study have not changed since the Feasibility Study was originally filed in this case on August 10, 2007 with the First Amended Application.  However, during discussions with Staff, it became apparent the SMNG’s First Amended Application itself did not correctly describe the rates used in the Feasibility Study.  SMNG’s Second Amended Application corrected this error.  However, contrary to OEP’s suggestions, the correction of the description of the rates in the Second Amended Application should not extend the amount of hearing time needed to review this matter.  SMNG believes this matter may be concluded within the dates currently scheduled.
4.
OEP has specifically agreed to the existing hearing dates, and it should not be permitted to delay the hearings at this late date.  SMNG has no objection to taking the testimony of OEP’s witness, Mr. Cattron, on November 27, 2007, as SMNG has previously indicated to OEP’s counsel, in order to accommodate OEP’s scheduling concerns.  It is also SMNG’s understanding that OEP’s second witness is available on both November 27 and November 28.
5.
SMNG believes that OEP is merely using the filing of the Second Amended Application as a convenient excuse to delay these hearings, since SMNG has recently requested a hearing to consider OEP’s request for a certificate to serve Branson in Case No. GA-2007-0561.

  

WHEREFORE, SMNG respectfully files its Response In Opposition To OEP’s Motion To Indefinitely Postpone Hearings, and requests that the Commission deny OEP’s Motion To Postpone Hearings.    
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