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Enclosed for filing in the above-referenced matter, please find the Response of the Small
Telephone Company Group to Staffs Motion to Delay Procedural Schedule .
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Would you please see that this filing is brought to the attention of the appropriate Commission
personnel . Ifthere are any questions, please direct them to the undersigned . I thank you in advance for
your attention to and cooperation in this matter .



In the matter ofan Investigation
into the Provision of Community
Optional Calling Service in
Missouri .

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
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HE

Comes now the Small Telephone Company Group ("STCG"), members of which are

listed on Attachment "A," and for its response to Staff's Motion to Delay Procedural Schedule,

states to the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) as follows :

Staff requests an approximate one month delay in the procedural schedule to1 .

further investigate certain COS information contained in a schedule accompanying the direct

testimony of STCG witness Robert C. Schoonmaker . Staff believes that there may be a problem

with the factual data or that there may be inappropriate use of COS . First, the material contained

in STCG witness Schoonmaker's direct testimony is similar to the information which he

presented to the Commission in the GTE intralata dialing parity case (Case No . TT-96-398), only

in this case, this COS information is presented on a statewide basis, notjust GTE. Both Mr.

Schoomnaker's schedule in the GTE case and in the instant case reveal that there is a significant

amount of "return calling" from aCOS target exchange to a COS petitioning exchange .

Accordingly, Mr. Schoonmaker's schedule and the information presented therein should not

come as a surprise to Staff or any other party who participated in the GTE case . If it is, then

those parties should have raised their concerns and asked their questions earlier in the process .

Second, ifthe Staff is concerned with the "inappropriate use" of COS, then that concern should



be pursued in a separate proceeding where a complete factual record can be developed and all

parties to the case are given an adequate opportunity to present their case and respond to the

claims of others .

2 .

	

The instant docket was created to determine the viability of continuing COS,

particularly two-way COS, in an intralata dialing parity environment . Plans to implement dialing

parity by both GTE and United Telephone Company of Missouri presumably will be delayed

while the Commission completes this docket . Accordingly, the Commission wants to proceed as

expeditiously as possible with the instant docket so as not to delay implementation of dialing

parity in GTE and United exchanges any longer than is absolutely necessary . Staffs proposal to

delay the instant proceeding is unnecessary, in light of the reasons given therefor. Again, Staffs

concerns about certain uses of COS can be addressed in a separate proceeding without those

concerns being prejudiced by any decision in the instant, generic case . Notwithstanding the

STCG's concern about the timeliness and relevance of Staffs data requests, the STCG

anticipates providing responses to Staff s April 25, 1997, data requests no later than Wednesday,

April 30, 1997 (or within five days of receipt) . Accordingly, Staff will have the information it

has requested in time to include that information (if relevant) in its rebuttal testimony to be filed

on May 2, 1997 . Thus, to the extent Staffs Motion to Delay Procedural Schedule is predicated

on its assumption that it will not have information to its data requests in a timely fashion, then

such an assumption is not true .

WHEREFORE, in light of the foregoing, the STCG respectfully requests the Commission

to deny Staffs Motion to Delay Procedural Schedule and for such other orders as are reasonable

in the circumstances .



Respectfully submitted,

W. R. Englaf"

	

Mo.
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